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Editor’s Note
It has been said that no other animal has affected the course
of human history as the horse. It is acknowledged that it was
horse power that brought destruction and construction of
civilisations and facilitated the birth and rise of the Chinese,
Greco-Roman, Byzantine, Mongol and the Turkish Ottoman
Empires. Until the twentieth century, the war horse was a
superior military weapon which wrought utter destruction
on the battle field with its speed and strength. The sound of
pounding hoofs and the tremor created by the Mongol army
on the move was enough to strike terror and panic.  Beyond the
battlefield, horse power afforded great advances in transport,
agriculture and industry through the millennia. The vast
distances between continents, crossing forbidding mountains
and deserts were shrunk by the rapid transportation of the
horse. It made possible for revolutionary ideas, technologies
and religions to be disseminated across the continents. We
certainly cannot imagine what the world might have turned
out to be had it been horseless! Even today in a mechanised
world, a motorcar’s performance is still calibrated in terms of
horse power!
In July, the journey of the horse which had come to us
from distant shores was completed when over a hundred
members and their families went half way round the world
to Turkey. Turkey, a meeting point between two continents
straddles between Europe and Asia is a cradle to 2,000 years
of Greek, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman civilisations. This
journey also brought together our two secular Muslim horse
racing countries which had long been separated by time
and distance. Our similarity ends there.  Racing in Turkey is
organised under the authority of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs and all betting is under the control of the
Jockey Club of Turkey. They have nine racecourses with
night racing under floodlights in Antalya, Izmir and Istanbul.  
Races are conducted every day, sometimes twice a day, with
two free-to-air television racing channels. In addition, there

are over 2,000 off-course betting centres throughout Turkey.  
We are, of course, envious of our sister club, The Jockey
Club of Turkey who has all the support of the authorities
in a thriving racing industry with good prize money, a
growing bloodstock and conveniently located next to the
European Union.  Turkish racing is living up to the vision of
the first President of modern Turkey, Mustafa Ataturk who
once remarked, “Horse racing is a social need for modern
societies”.  
Our ties with Turkey were initiated by the President of
the Club when a delegation from the Lembaga Totalisator
Malaysia made an official visit to Ankara in 2006. This led
to the inaugural running of the MRA race in Istanbul in 2007
and the staging of reciprocal races in Malaysia, Singapore and
Istanbul ever since. The 6th running of the MRA Cup race
this year which coincided with the Asian Racing Conference,
was witnessed by the biggest gathering of Malaysians and
Singaporeans at the Veliefendi Racecourse in Istanbul.
Racing aside, we have no doubt that our members enjoyed
themselves with the many splendours, sights and delights
of Turkey. Where else in the world can one experience
and see four civilisations in one country, the beauty of the
Blue Mosque, Hagia Sophia, the Bosphorus Strait, hot air
ballooning, belly dancing, spice bazaar and the mother of all
bazaars, the Grand Bazaar!
The paper delivered by the President of the Club at the
Asian Racing Conference was well received as it gave an
insight to our racing industry to member countries of the
Asian Racing Federation. It was an eye opener as this was
the first time they were told of the difficulties and problems
in promoting horse racing in a secular Muslim country. In
conclusion, the President urged the ARF member countries
to continue to engage and render all assistance to the smaller
racing countries to keep them in the orbit of thoroughbred
racing.

Sequins & Stilettos
Ladies frock up and flocked to the races

Sunday,
8th July 2012
At the stroke of noon,
the purposeful clickclacks
of
four-inch
heels were heard as a
bevy of beautifullydressed
ladies
began striding up
the hallway to the
newly
refurbished
Horseshoe Bistro. Louboutins and Jimmy
Choos were tastefully paired with an
array of stylish hats, accessories and
couture dresses. It was a mesmerising
spectacle indeed as the invited guests
made their way to Sequins & Stilettos -Ladies Day at the Races.
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The Fashion

Held in conjunction with the Sprint
Trophy Meeting Festival and the
running of the RM600,000 Sprint
Trophy Race, this year’s Ladies Day
event saw over 80 guests of the fairer
sex in attendance, each sportingly
dressed to the event’s theme that spells
vintage glamour as well as dazzling
and daring fashion.

Designer stilettos clad dainty, pedicured feet and sequins embellished their
stunning ensemble as the ladies came
ready to play; bringing their A-game
and channelling their inner starlet/diva
personalities to breathtaking effect.
Yes, they have come ready to outbling their competition, and they are
going to have a ball doing it!

Ladies Day at the races

The Food

The day definitely belonged to
the ladies as they indulged in
an afternoon of fun, fashion and
pampering at the races. Yet no event
is deemed complete without first,
a feast to the palates. Guests were
treated to lunch and tea served by
the Eastern & Oriental Hotel catering
team, boasting some of their finest
culinary creations. Every craving
was fulfilled by the abundance of
gourmet fare and sweet treats. And
as icing on the cake, all guests were
also given signature chocolates
sponsored by Chocolate Passion, the
first Chocolate Café in Penang.
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The Show

Hosted by emcee Mark Felix, the day’s programme kicked
off with a showcase of resplendent designer evening
gowns by Anovia Bridal. Marry Merry took to the runway
next with a parade of their most extravagant cocktail
wear and evening dresses. As diamonds are a girl’s best
friend, no fashion parade would be complete without a
bling or two. With that, Lorenzo Jewellery completed both
shows with a dazzling display of their best pieces, which
were also on exclusive sale just for the day.
Towards the end of the afternoon, the heat was
turned up a notch at the Bistro with a fashion showcase
by Xixili intimate wear. From comfortable lingerie for the
day to sleepwear at night, right up to sexy lacy numbers
that make sparks fly, the final showpiece undoubtedly
brought the day’s programme to a sizzling climax.
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Ladies Day at the races

The Highlights

Glam Me Up! Stations proved to
be a hit among the ladies as they
made a beeline towards the hairdo,
makeup and manicure booths at
every opportunity. Sponsored by
MX Academy and Beauty Wisdom
Enterprise respectively, it kept the
girls looking their best throughout
the event – handy for those who
have set their eyes on winning the
best dressed competition prizes.
With a range of exquisite diamond
pieces up for grabs and even three
cash prizes of RM1,000 each, the
competition was keen and it was
no easy feat to pick the winners.

The Winners

From whimsical creativity to Audrey Hepburn-inspired
elegance, the girls were all winners in their own right. They
were the ones who added colour and life to the event itself
and the extra effort that went into their outfits in adhering to
the Sequins and Stilettos theme deserve a round of applause
(or two!).
In the end, it was Mdm Jenny Ho who emerged as the
most outstanding lady of the day. Her outfit, designed by
Penang couturier Richard Rivalee saw a central theme of
feathers which lined the rim of her hat, the
front of her dress and the heels of her shoes. She
took home a white gold diamond pendant and
necklace sponsored by Cox Rayner Architects,
Australia.
Sporting a short black sequinned dress
complete with a custom-made red hat and
scarlet gloves, Ms Tania Ng, who incidentally
dressed according to the theme colour of the
event, bagged the second prize – another white
gold diamond pendant and necklace sponsored
by Cox Rayner Architects, Australia.
Mrs Lily Lim, a stunning vision in red,
snagged third place. She received a pair of
white gold diamond earrings sponsored by
Liquor Barons, Australia.
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Ladies Day at the races
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Ladies Day at the races

A total of 10 best dressed prizes
worth more than RM35,000 were given
to both local and international guests.
They were sponsored by Australian
companies Cox Rayner Architects, Liquor
Barons, Crispin Bennett International
Horse Transport, William Inglis & Son Ltd
and O’Driscoll Produce respectively.
More than 40 lucky draw prizes
totalling RM25,000 were also up for
grabs. These include skincare and
fragrances, time pieces, hotel stays and
cruise trips. As Lady Luck would have
it, Ms Lim Su Mei and Mdm Ong Bee
Lay, both members of the club; walked
away with a four-day/three-night escapade to Phuket and
Krabi, courtesy of Star Cruise.
No one went home empty-handed as all the ladies were
given red gift packs containing girly essentials sponsored by
Passion Trading Sdn. Bhd., Sisters Magazine, Beauty Secrets and
Irena Beauty Salon.
As the event drew to a close, many happy faces were
spotted making their way towards the exit with decorated
hats and fascinators still intact.
As Audrey Hepburn was famously quoted:
“

Happy girls are the prettiest!

T h a n k y o u l a d ies ,
w e h ope y o u h a d a great time .
S ee y o u n e x t y ear !

”
Report by Adeline Goh (Adelle),
Events and Communications Manager
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July Sprint Trophy Meeting Dinner

14 |  

6th July 2012

Photo Gallery

3rd Issue 2012  |   15

16 |  

Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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Planning A Party?
Go from bare to bold!

T

he Penang Turf Club’s Main
Tote Hall recently saw a
360-degree
transformation
from a sombre-looking grey
space to a classy black and gold themed
event arena. A first for the club, the space
was leased out to host a prestigious
private party – Johnnie Walker Malaysia’s
Black Circuit Lounge – Great Britain, Penang.
For the first time ever, Johnnie Walker
Malaysia celebrated the Silverstone home
race of Team Partner Vodafone McLaren
Mercedes, in a distinctly British style
in Penang -- and Penang Turf Club was
the chosen venue for the event that was
attended by two-time Formula 1 World
Champion Mika Häkkinen, Asian megastar JJ Lin, Miss Universe Malaysia 2012,
Kimberley Legget and many more local
celebrities and artistes.
The venue’s high ceilings and open
space allowed flexibility which the event
organisers exploited to impressive effect.
A massive stage housing a private deejay
console was erected, followed by raised
platforms for VIP seating, four standalone
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bars and several photo booths. Top that
off with quintessential sound and lighting
systems; and the event space was almost
unrecognisable!
On any given day, a walk up the ramp
leading into the Tote Hall would not
provoke much thought, but dress the ramp
up with a couple of black drapes, adorn
it with some Häkkinen memorabilia, F1
posters and images of the Union Jack;
throw in ear-piercing revs of an F1 racing
car, and voila -- it becomes an exciting
pre-party entrance tunnel, pumping with
excitement and energy!
Such was the scene at the six-hour
event which set the club abuzz with
activity on a Saturday night. With privacy
and exclusivity at the vicinity which the
club provided; and ample car park spaces,
Penang Turf Club clearly stands out as the
venue of choice for such events.

Report by Adeline Goh (Adelle), Events and Communications Manager
For more event bookings and enquiries, please contact her at (604) 2293233

End-of-season classic never fails
to thrill racegoers

I

n its long and conquered history,
the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold
Cup has been won by some of the
biggest names of local racing.
The mighty Three Rings, Prince
Of Lalita and Moonbeam were just
three past champions whose names
appeared in the roll of honour of the
race previously known as the Penang
Gold Cup.
The Gold Cup was renamed in
1976 but continued to attract the
biggest names to come to Penang every
December for a shot at glory.
The resumption of cross-border
racing in 2005 brought a new chapter
in the Gold Cup, pitting the best stayers
from both sides of the causeway against

each other. So far, the score is
4-3 in favour of the Malaysians.
In 2005, the Len Treloar-trained
Light Of Success (Military Plume Scentessa by Scenic) prevailed over the
Penang-based Jeram Special (Tayasu
Tsuyoshi - Playtoss by Protos) in a photofinish.
In another blanket finish the
following year, the Laurie Laxontrained Expunge (Gilded Time - Prime
Again by Marooned) denied Light Of
Success, who by then was trained in
Malaysia, a second consecutive victory
in the Gold Cup with a short headvictory.
Trainer Frank Maynard restored
some pride for Malaysia in 2007 when
he sent out New Kuala Dipang (Faltaat
- Herbaceous by Lord Ballina) to victory
and the following year, Kevin Coetzee

capped a championship season by
saddling Professional Man (Royal
Academy - Mi Signora by Mi Preferido) to
the gelding’s biggest win.
In 2009, no Singapore trained horse
made the trip up north but the former
Kranji based Raul (Hideyoshi - Whisper
To Me by Beau Sovereign) created
history by becoming the oldest horse to
win the Gold Cup at the ripe old age of
ten. Raul joined an elite band of horses
to have won both the Singapore Gold
Cup and the Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Gold Cup, having won the Singapore
showpiece in 2004.
For trainer Evert van Breukelen, it
was an unforgettable moment in his
career as he finally achieved what his
late father Eddie had done three times,
with Champion in 1964, Moonbeam in
1969 and Siapa Rajah (Good Brandy Lefty) in 1972.

Raul wins the 2009 Gold Cup at the age of ten
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Risky Business coasting to an easy win at Sungei Besi in 2010

For the first time in the history of
the Gold Cup, the race was staged away
from Penang in 2010 due to the closure
of the main track at Batu Gantong for
repair and upgrading of the drainage
system.
Steven
Burridge-trained
Risky
Business (Danehill Dancer - Sky Watch
by Star Watch), who had earlier in the
season won the Singapore Gold Cup,
beat the cream of the stayers from
Malaysia to triumph over 2,200m at
Sungei Besi.
When the race returned to Penang
last year, trainer Richard Lines capped
a title-winning season when he saddled
Tears To Diamonds (Royal Academy - Tears
Of Argentina by Umatilla) to victory in
the Gold Cup.
The great tradition of the Penang
Gold Cup goes back as far as 1921
when Haud won over “one mile and
distance” at the old racecourse in Jalan
MacAlister.
Due to some inexplicable reasons, it
was not until 1934 that the Gold Cup
was run again, when Star Player was
successful. Knight’s Eye became the first
horse to win the race twice, in 1937 and
1938.
In 1939, the Penang Turf Club

moved to its new “home” in Batu
Gantong and that year’s Gold Cup was
won by Royal Worlington, after which
racing was halted because of World
War II.
The Gold Cup series resumed in
1948 when Predominance became the
first post-war winner.
Col. Whatnot’s second consecutive
win in 1953 created history, for it was
the first time a local jockey had won the
Gold Cup. That honour went to Abdul
Mawi, who two years later repeated
the success on Zabaglione. Abdul Mawi
rode at a time when the majority of the
riders were expatriates, and that he was
able to hold his own against the best
when winning two Penang Gold Cups
spoke volumes of his riding prowess.
Three Rings won his first Penang
Gold Cup in 1954 and repeated the
feat two years later. It signaled the
start of the “Doc Rodgers era”.   The
late veterinary surgeon-turned-trainer
also won the Gold Cup in successive
years with Couag (Cagire - Uags by Buen
Ojo) in 1958, Prince Of Lalita (Prince
Chavalier - Lalita by Owen Tudor) in 1959
and Automation (Pink Flower - Perio by
Historic) in 1960, making it five wins in
the space of seven years.

In years gone by, the Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Gold Cup ranked alongside the
Singapore Gold Cup as two classic
races every jockey, trainer and owner
would like to win.
Three Rings (The Phoenix - Vanity Fair
by Fairway) won the Gold Cup twice in
1954 and 1956. The J R Rodgers-trained
galloper also won the Singapore Gold
Cup thrice in 1954, 1956 and 1957.
Moonbeam, the 1968 Singapore Gold
Cup winner, won the Penang version
the following year. There have been
numerous other Singapore Gold Cup
winners who also won in Penang.
However, Ouzo (Oregon - Halloween
by War Hawk), arguably one of the
best horses ever seen on our shores,
never won the Singapore Gold Cup
but captured the Gold Cup in Penang
in 1997, prior to the cross-border ban
on the movement of horses. Ouzo went
on to win the inaugural running of the
Singapore Airlines International Cup
in 2000.
But by far the most successful
trainer in the Gold Cup series is
Dato Seri Teh Choon Beng. Crowned
champion trainer of the Malaysia and
Singapore circuit 13 times, Teh won the
classic seven times, a record which still
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stands despite Teh having retired from
training in December 1995.
Teh first made his mark in the
Gold Cup in 1974, when the race was
known as the Penang Gold Cup, with
Shadowfax (Crepello - Martial Air) and
he followed up in the next season with
Mallane (Pall Mall - Aunt Florrie by
Delirium).
After the race was renamed in 1976,
Teh saddled five more winners, the
first being Aylmer Road (Nashua - Take A
Stand by Amerigo) in 1978.
History was created in 1980 when
the Teh-trained Scaramouche II (Selhurst
- On Par by Parma) became not only
the first three-year-old to win the Gold
Cup, but also the first of his age to win
any classic in the local circuit.
Five years later, Teh won again with
Truth (Brigand - Onserene by Oncidium)
who was ridden by apprentice Ismadi
Ismail. A year earlier, Oo Khuang
Liang had become the first apprentice
to win the Gold Cup astride St Gallen
(Decies - Aminona by Oakville).
Amazingly, St Gallen won the Gold
Cup a second time after a lapse of four
years, in 1988, when ridden by another
apprentice Danny Chee. Oo, Ismail and
Chee are the only apprentices to have
won the race.
Maree Lyndon made history in 1987
when she became the first female jockey
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to win the Gold Cup on the Teh-trained
Turn Around (Sir Tristram - Cypon by
Oncidium). Another Teh’s stable jockey,
Kim Clapperton, emulated the feat in
1993 on Jingle Bell V (Nassipour - Lady
In Waiting by Trictrac) and two years
later scored again on Courtline Jester
(Caerleon - Bottom Line).
In 1994, the Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Gold Cup produced a “first” when
Piaget, the French manufacturer of
magnificent timepieces, presented a
gift horse to the winning owners of the
Gold Cup.
The gift horse was made possible
by the efforts of Patrice Renaudin,
the General Manager of French
Breeders Association and Jean de
Chevigny, the Manager
of
Union
Nationale
Interprofessionnelle
du
Cheval
(UNIC).
Jean approached the
Chairman
of
Piaget
International, Yves G
Piaget, after they learned
about the Club’s 130th
anniversary celebrations
from then Committee
Member (Dato) Ong Eng
Khuan, when he attended
the Goffs France yearling
sales at Saint-Cloud,
Paris, in April that year.

The race with the
added incentive was
won by Noble Spirits
(Light Spirits – Stylish
by
Noble
Bijou),
trained by Mohd
Yusof. Noble Spirits’
win in the Gold Cup,
in part, earned him
the Pan Malaysian
Pools Horse of the Year  
title.
(The
gift
horse,
named
Imperial
Gold II (Funambule Secret Foly by Procida),
went on to win six races including the
S$75,000 Bukit Timah Trophy, a feature
race for Class 2 horses over 1,850m.
He also finished third in the Queen
Elizabeth II Cup and Singapore Derby
in 1996 but his promising career was
cut short by an injury sustained in the
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup the
same year when he pulled up lame.)
Following that, five other horses
who won the Gold Cup have gone on
to win the Horse of the Year title as well:
Confidence V (Serheed - Cherie Avion by
Captain’s Wings) in 1996, Centroview
(Centro - Pineview Lass by Tom’s Shu)
in 1999, Ballistic (Legend Wind - Island
Fun by Pago Lago) in 2000, Confluence in  
2001 and Tears To Diamonds last year.
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Yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup Winners
YEAR

HORSE

OWNER

WGT

DIST.

TIME

JOCKEY

TRAINER

1976

Sentimental Journey

Dato Amar & Datin
Amar Wee Hood Teck

56.5

2000m

2:12.2

C Gwilliam

I W Allan

1977

Super Level

Ng’s Stable

51.5

2000m

2:03.4

L Khoo

K Leong

1978

Aylmer Road

Inderapura Stable

53

2000m

2:03.6

B Compton

Teh Choon Beng

1979

Valaisan

Equus Stable

50

2000m

2:03.2

G Podmore

I W Allan

1980

Scaramouche II

Auric Stable

50.5

2000m

2:05.6

C Gwilliam

Teh Choon Beng

1981

Persian Sapphire

Agasam Stable

61

2000m

2:04.0

A K Cheam

G Bougoure

1982

Betsy’s Pet II

A & C Stable

52

2000m

2:02.6

T S Chiam

P Jaafar

1983

Full House II

Virgo Stable

57.5

2200m

2:15.9

A Tweedie

G West

1984

St Gallen

Equus Stable

55.5

2200m

2:12.9

App K L Oo

I W Allan

1985

Truth

Chens’ Stable

54

2200m

2:14.1

App I Ismadi

Teh Choon Beng

1986

Sheikh II

NTT Stable

50

2200m

2:15.3

K C Ow Yang

S H Lee

1987

Turn Around

Auric Stable

48

2200m

2:14.1

M Lyndon

Teh Choon Beng

1988

St Gallen

Equus Stable

54

2200m

2:19.9

App D Chee

I W Allan

1989

Pacific Basin

Gold Stable

53.5

2200m

2:22.1

R Dominguez

Dr K C Yeoh

1990

Classic Account

Easy Stable

51

2200m

2:13.7

M Sng

Y F Lee

1991

Hard Rock

Kuo Stable

48

2200m

2:16.7

M Sng

Dr K C Yeoh

1992

Village Kid

Village Kid Stable

55.5

2200m

2:15.3

T Asogan

H B Lim

1993

Jingle Bell V

Auric Stable

56.5

2200m

2:17.0

K Clapperton

Teh Choon Beng

1994

Noble Spirits

Goh & Goh Stable

55

2200m

2:12.4

S Price

M Yusof

1995

Courtline Jester

Auric Stable

58.5

2200m

2:14.1

K Clapperton

Dr S H Tan

1996

Confidence V

Confidence Stable

57

2200m

2:13.5

L Sofhan

F Nathan

1997

Ouzo

Eres Tu No 2 Stable

49

2200m

2:13.5

S Sam

M P Thwaites

1998

Great Machine

Sungei Besi Stable

50.5

2200m

2:26.7

A John

M Ismail

1999

Centroview

Jonathan Sargent

53.5

2200m

2:13.8

K L Oo

J Sargent

2000

Ballistic

Index Link Stable

51.5

2200m

2:17.9

J Saimee

S B Tan

2001

Confluence

Confidence Stable

51

2200m

2:15.1

O Chavez

F Nathan

2002

Xtherest

BMWW Racing Stable

50.5

2200m

2:16.7

R Woodworth

K Velu

2003

Louis Thirteen

SB Stable

51

2200m

2:13.1

L Sofhan

S B Tan

2004

Baby Star

Han Emperor Stable

50.5

2200m

2:16.7

M Wepner

M Zafir

2005

Light Of Success

Lucky Stable

55

2200m

2:14.5

A Spiteri

L Treloar

2006

Expunge

Mr John D Kilgour

51

2200m

2:12.5

A Spiteri

L Laxon

2007

New Kuala Dipang

Gold Plus Stable

50.5

2200m

2:12.9

S Salee

F Maynard

2008

Professional Man

Golden Knight Stable

50.5

2200m

2:15.5

I Azhar

K Coetzee

2009

Raul

Perfectum Stable

51

2200m

2:15.7

App L Ho

E Breukelen

2010

Risky Business

Results Stable

56.5

2200m

2:16.2

N Callow

S Burridge

2011

Tears To Diamonds

Tivic Stable

50

2200m

2:17.2

J Low

R Lines
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Penang Gold Cup Winners
YEAR

HORSE

OWNER

WGT

DIST.

TIME

JOCKEY

TRAINER

1921

Haud

–

54

1609m

1:57.8

R Hobbs

–

1934

Star Player

Mr Graham

51

1609m

1:40.6

D McPherson

R Billett

1935

Short Suit

T H Menzies

52

1609m

2:01.2

F Mayo

J Orchard

1936

Miltondale

A F Bruce

51.5

1609m

2:03.4

F Mayo

J Orchard

1937

Knight’s Eye

Lee Soon Aun

54

1609m

1:50.8

D McPherson

R Billett

1938

Knight’s Eye

Ng Chew Fong

55

1609m

1:53.6

E Donnelly

M Breukelen

1939

Royal Worlington

Mr Cheah

52

2212m

2:24.8

E Donnelly

M Breukelen

1948

Predominance

Teng Yin Fooi

53

2011m

2:12.6

J Donnelly

M Breukelen

1949

Madasari

Prosperous Syndicate

51.5

2011m

2:09.8

D McPherson

K Daniels

1950

Four O’Clock II

Eu Eng Hock

60.5

2212m

2:19.0

H Charles

F E Wadsworth

1951

Treasure Ship

Mesdames P H Chuah &
Clare Chan

49.5

2212m

2:18.0

J Jones

C E Parker

1952

Col. Whatnot

Mr & Mrs Yeo Hock Seng

55.5

2212m

2:19.2

R Percival

M Breukelen

1953

Col. Whatnot

Mr & Mrs Yeo Hock Seng

49

2011m

2:05.2

A Mawi

M Breukelen

1954

Three Rings

E J Tan

50

2011m

2:07.2

H McCloud

J R Rodgers

1955

Zabaglione

T H Menzies

54

2011m

2:09.8

A Mawi

M Sullivan

1956

Three Rings

E J Tan

53

2011m

2:17.2

S Geyer

J R Rodgers

1957

Nazakat

Min Stable

54

2011m

2:05.4

K Mitchell

K Daniels

1958

Couag

Newlands Stable

49

2011m

2:06.6

J Forte

J R Rodgers

1959

Prince Of Lalita

Dr Lee Tiang Keng &
C M Hashim

61.5

2011m

2:12.0

A Ward

J R Rodgers

1960

Automation

Chens’ Stable

52

2011m

2:05.6

M Lee

J R Rodgers

1961

Repulse Bay

Giam Stable

51

2011m

2:18.0

K Mitchell

J E Martin

1962

Cash Inn

E L Chan

49.5

2011m

2:05.0

M Lee

Teh Say Leong

1963

Dark Romance II

Winning Stable

52

2011m

2:05.6

J Wilson

M Sullivan

1964

Champion

Veni Vici Stable

55

2011m

2:05.2

A Trevena

ET Breukelen

1965

Malapin

Triangle Stable

49.5

2011m

2:06.8

L Harbridge

RW Breukelen

1966

Parakee

Pengteng Stable

47.5

2011m

2:05.6

R G Kingston

J Donnelly

1967

Top Power

O W Wong

57

2011m

2:06.0

G Bougoure

RW Breukelen

1968

Chai Kian

Chefs’ Stable

54

2011m

2:11.6

D Coleman

C Tulloh

1969

Moonbeam

MML Stable

48.5

2011m

2:07.0

M Lee

ET Breukelen

1970

Datin’s Choice

Dato Amar & Datin
Amar Wee Hood Teck

53.5

2011m

2:22.4

D Coleman

J Spencer

1971

Royal Mark

Chukell Stable

50

2011m

2:04.4

L Harbridge

C Tulloh

1972

Siapa Rajah

Dato Amar & Datin
Amar Wee Hood Teck

49

2011m

2:05.6

D Coleman

ET Breukelen

1973

Firebrand

TBL Stable

55.5

2011m

2:06.2

D Coleman

I W Allan

1974

Shadowfax

Auric Stable

51.5

2011m

2:05.2

M Thomas

Teh Choon Beng

1975

Mallane

Goodman Stable

54

2011m

2:04.8

J Murray

Teh Choon Beng
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Turf Event

Reality Comes at Three
Pure Reality scores maiden win in Penang Goodwill Cup
After chalking up two placings from four starts as a juvenile,
Pure Reality (Purrealist - Alated by Flying Spur) began her
three-year-old career with a ‘bang’ in the A$10,000 Penang
Goodwill Cup at the Gold Coast Turf Club on August 18,
2012.
Ridden by Daniel Griffin in the 1,200m sprint for
fillies and mares, she was simply too good for her rivals
in her seasonal debut. Starting joint second favourite in
the 14-horse field, she beat the favourite Jacaranda Avenue
(Snitzel - The Nip by Dehere) by five lengths in a time of 1
min. 12 secs.
La Bella Mermaid (Show A Heart - La Bella Mer by Telesto)
finished third.
Pure Reality was purchased by her trainer Gillian
Heinrich for A$70,000 at the Gold Coast Yearling Sale in
2011 and it was perhaps fitting that her maiden win should
come at the very venue where she was sold. It was the first
time she raced at the Gold Coast.
Trophies for the Penang Goodwill Cup were presented
by Jeffrey Kruger who represented the Penang Turf Club.

Group photo after the prize presentation

Pure Reality winning in style
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Mr Raffles
Conquers
Penang
First Singapore-trained runner to
win Penang Sprint Trophy

S

ince the resumption of
cross-border racing in 2005,
Singapore trained horses have
won the Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Gold Cup three times (Light Of Success
in 2005, Expunge in 2006 and Risky
Business in 2010) but the Sprint Trophy
has eluded them — until this year.
Mr Raffles (Storm Creek - Force Fillee
by Fox Bay) from the stables of Michael
Freedman was the sole entry from
across the causeway this year and the
New Zealand gelding made it count,
winning the 1,400m set-weight event in
devastating style.
With South African jockey Greg
Cheyne in the saddle, Mr Raffles
jumped smartly and immediately went
to the front. The rest of the field were

Penang Turf Club President Dato Ong Eng
Khuan (second from left) and Committee
Member John Alexander Rodgers wishing the
jockeys ‘good luck’ before the race
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bunched up behind him in
the back straight.
Aranda (Bel Esprit –
Orchid Lady by Centro) raced
up to the leader shortly
after the 800m but came
under pressure quickly at
the home turn and dropped
back. The favourite Good
Baby (Hussonet - Secret Haze
by Danehill) moved up to
second at the top of the
straight but Mr Raffles quickly moved
clear.
Keeping up a relentless gallop in the
home stretch, Mr Raffles won drawing
away by five and a quarter lengths.
Good Sight (Lonhro - Bonne Famille by
Anabaa) came with a late burst to beat
Good Baby for second.
Freedman was not on course
to witness the race but said in
Singapore that Mr Raffles did “a
great job”.
“He had a tough time getting
there for the race. He had to
endure a 17-hour float trip and lost
20kg along the way. To overcome
that and still win, it was a mighty
effort,” said the Australian.
“It was a dream ride”, said
Cheyne. “He jumped well and we
were not pushed early, allowing him to
settle nicely in front. When they (rest of
the field) tried to close the gap in the

home stretch, he (Mr Raffles) just kicked
away.”
It was a dream debut in Malaysia
for the Singapore based jockey who
flew in on the morning of the race for
just one ride.
Blue Tosca and Eagle, who created
history when they deadheated to win
the Sprint Trophy last year, could only
finish sixth and tenth respectively this
time.
Mr Raffles was lightly raced in New
Zealand. He did not race at two, had a
second and a fourth from two runs at
three and was unbeaten in two starts
at four. The Sprint Trophy success was
his sixth since coming to Singapore.
Dato Ong Eng Khuan, President
of Penang Turf Club, presented the
trophies to the winning connections.

Turf Event

Dato Ong presenting the winning
owner’s trophy to Mr Ken Yap

Mr James Peter receives the trophy on
behalf of trainer Michael Freedman

Jockey Greg Cheyne is all smiles as
he receives his trophy

Penang Sprint Trophy		

Open (Set Weights) - 1,400m

MR RAFFLES (NZ)

6G

M Freedman

55.5

G Cheyne

1

GOOD SIGHT (AUS)

5G

K Coetzee

53

I Saifudin

2

GOOD BABY (AUS)

4G

K Coetzee

53

I Azhar

3

LIM’S FIGHTER (AUS)

9G

B T Lim

55

R Lim

4

CIZEN WORLD (NZ)

4G

S H Tan

55

J De Souza

5

BLUE TOSCA (AUS)

6G

S Cook

57

BN Shahrul

6

GOOD NATURE (AUS)

7H

K Coetzee

56

B Tai

7

ISNOTTHEPRICE (AUS)

5G

B T Lim

52

H S Gill

8

RYAN JAMES (NZ)

6G

R Lines

52

O Chavez

9

EAGLE (AUS)

5G

H S Lim

56

J Low

10

MIGHTY TRIPLE ACE (AUS)

7G

K Hughes

56

K Eirwan

11

TRIPLE LUCK (AUS)

8G

S Liew

54

Z Zuriman

12

ARANDA (AUS)

6G

K Coetzee

53

J Shankar

13

AWINNERSGAME (IRE)

6G

A Selvaratnam

55.5

T Lukasek

14

Going:
Yielding
Winning time:
1 min. 24.18 secs.
Margins:
51/4 lengths,
11/4 lengths, head.

A group photo after the prize presentation
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Award Winning
Performance
Colin The Firth outclasses rivals in 3YO Championship Final

T

Colin The Firth winning handsomely from Alien and Lady Diamond

he Malaysia 3YO Championship
has unveiled yet another potential
champion galloper in Colin The Firth
(All Bar One - Orchis by Octagonal).
When the championship series was first
introduced in 2007, it unearthed one of the
best fillies in recent times
in Ishbiliya who won at
Sungei Besi to make three
wins in three starts.
The series was not held
the following year due
to a temporary ban on
the importation of horses
from Australia as a result
of outbreaks of equine
influenza Down Under.
When
the
series
resumed in 2009, it
produced another gem in
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Captain Obvious who went on to win numerous big
races in Malaysia, before heading for Singapore to
earn more honours, and even picking up a win in
Dubai early this year.
The 2010 winner Cizen Bank has been pretty
useful himself with five wins to date.
In a joint effort to encourage the importation
of quality horses, the three turf clubs decided to
revive and fund the series this year with a total of
RM780,000 in prizemoney.
A series of qualifying races were staged in
Penang, Ipoh and Sungei Besi and Penang had
the honour of staging this year’s final worth
RM200,000.
Trained by John Brink, Colin The Firth was the
standout runner in the 1,200m final, after chalking
up four wins and a second in six starts in the runup
to the race, with the Australian gelding coming out
from a four-month let-up to win by five and a half
lengths in a heat at Sungei Besi on May 6.

Turf Event

Malaysia 2012 3YO Championship Final

Set Weights - 1,400m

COLIN THE FIRTH (AUS)

3G

J Brink

57

K Eirwan

1

ALIEN (AUS)

3G

K Coetzee

56

I Azhar

2

LADY DIAMOND (IRE)

3F

P Pereira

52.5

S Sani

3

SNOW FLAME (AUS)

3G

M H Wee

56.5

K Y Yap

4

MONEY IS KING (AUS)

3G

P K Leong

56

O Chavez

5

QI POWER (NZ)

3G

M H Wee

56

C Goon

6

CALIFORNIAN JET (AUS)

3G

R Lines

56

J Low

7

JOYFUL (NZ)

3G

K K Loh

56.5

BN Shahrul

8

WELL NATURE (AUS)

3G

K Coetzee

54.5

J Shankar

9

BLAZING DRAGON (NZ)

3G

S B Tan

54.5

M Wepner

10

HONESTLY SPEAKING (NZ)

3G

P K Leong

54.5

M Leong

11

Sent out the favourite, Colin The
Firth tracked the pacemaker Qi Power
till the top of the straight before
clearing away to win by one and a
quarter lengths with Eirwan Khalid in
the saddle.
Next home was the second
favourite Alien (Elusive Quality - Belle
Amici by Catbird) while the Japanese
filly Lady Diamond (Bio Master - Good Job
by Rodrigo de Triano) finished third.
The win took Colin The Firth’s
earnings to more than RM300,000 —
not bad for a horse who was purchased
by his owners for just A$12,500 at the
horses-in-training sale.

Madam Soo Siw Eng receiving the winning
owner’s trophy from Penang Turf Club
Committee Member Saw Lip Khai

Going:
Yielding
Winning time:
1 min. 24.04 secs.
Margins:
11/4 lengths,
13/4 lengths, neck.

Perak Turf Club Committee Member
Ng Eng Tong presenting the trophy
to trainer John Brink

The winning connections pose for a photo with representatives of the three Malaysian clubs
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Bridging Worlds
The 34th Asian Racing Conference

T

he 34th Asian Racing
Conference (ARC) which
carried the theme of
“Bridging Worlds” was
successfully hosted from
th
17 July to 20th July 2012, in one of the
most fascinating and time-honoured
cities of the world, Istanbul; the only
city in the world that straddles two
continents, Europe and Asia and the
only one to have been the capital during
two consecutive empires, Christian and
Islamic.
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The Penang Turf Club sent a
delegation of ten persons, inclusive
of its President and   two Committee
Members, who attended informative
seminars, plenary sessions at the
conference and enjoyed the diverse
flavours and cultures Istanbul has
to offer. The President, Dato Ong
Eng Khuan was the Chief Delegate,
representing the Malayan Racing
Association
(Malaysia)
in
the
conference.
The conference was attended by

approximately 650 delegates and
observers from member countries and
various racing jurisdictions.
Befitting to the significance and
tradition of the ARC in the racing
world, conference attendees were
warmly made welcomed at the official
opening ceremony and welcome dinner
of the 34th Asian Racing Conference
which was held at the Lutfi Kirdar
Convention Center. As a traditional
gesture of goodwill, the head delegates
of participating countries were led

Turf News

in to their respective seats on stage,
accompanied by their national flags.
The Federation also saw the inception
of two new members i.e. Indonesia and
Mauritius into its fold.   The Minister
of Food, Agriculture and Livestock of
the Republic of Turkey, then delivered
the opening speech and welcomed the
participants.
The objectives of the ARC are
to foster goodwill and mutual
understanding, to improve the sport
and standard of racing in the countries
that it represents.
In the opening of the 1st Plenary
Session, an introductory speech was
given by the Chief Executive Officer of
the Hong Kong Jockey Club, outlining
an “As Is” assessment of the challenges
to racing in the digital age to sustain
and grow the customer base; and the
need to embrace technology as a key
driver to business growth. Papers
presented and tabled in this session
included ‘Where is the big picture

PNTC President, Dato Ong Eng Khuan posing on board of “The Istanbul” on a Bosphorus cruise
with Committee Member, Dato Robert Chan Woot Khoon, President & CEO of Singapore Turf
Club, Yu Pang Fey and General Manager & Secretary of Penang Turf Club, Leow Khin Ming

heading?’, ‘How to re-tool to get there’,
‘How digital technology is being
applied in engaging customers and
growing fan base’ and ‘Key enablers/

success factors in applying the digital
strategy’ all of which were brought to
fore in face of the challenges faced by
the racing world today.

Penang Turf Club delegation at the Conference
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At the VIP Box, Dato Ong Eng Khuan, Omer Faruk Girgin and Tan Sri Datuk Richard Cham Hak Lim, Dato Cheah Choon King
together with the Committe Member of Jockey Club of Turkey witnessing the running of the MRA Trophy Race

Questions like “Will it be sufficient for racing to address
all its challenges by embracing technology development?”
had many of the delegates putting on their thinking caps.
A broad spectrum of challenges were brought up and
shared with at the conference, inter-alia, “those interested
in the game are already in the game”, “that non-racing
customers, even those with gaming propensity, find no
relevance in fixtures, programs and bet types”, “ that racing
is not appealing to potential major customer segments, e.g.
young people, women, families and the middle class”, that
racing “lacks innovation in offering new value propositions”,
“significant competition from both the growing gaming and
entertainment industry” and that “one of the key reasons
for racing’s slow response is the fragmentation in the racing
clubs and wagering operators which makes it difficult to
create new customer experience”.
The 2nd Plenary Session also saw discussion centering
on the recent developments and current situation regarding
the international harmonization of international screening
limits and the control of therapeutic substances in relation
to the horse best health and welfare. The paper on the recent
developments in Equine Genetics and impact of genetic
variation on performance in Turkey drew much attention and
interest.
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There were many distinguished speakers and personalities
from various horse racing jurisdictions and authorities
around the world, who took to the stage during the three
days. One touched on the subject of packaging horse racing
as a trendy social entertainment whilst others, concentrated
on strategies to appeal to a broader customer base.
The President of the Club, who is the Chief Delegate to
the conference, had also presented a paper outlining the brief
history of racing in Malaysia and the extent of government
control and illegal bookmaking and the implications of illegal
bookmaking in Malaysia. Our Turkish host was surprised to
hear our problems in racing in a secular Muslim country.  The
President urged member countries to render all assistance to
the smaller racing jurisdictions such as ours.  
The second day of the Conference also saw the running
of the reciprocal Malayan Racing Association Trophy Race at
the Veliefendi Racecourse in Istanbul, where Fast Stars Line
ridden by F. Cakar came in at 1:31:58 to clinch the first place.
The Chairmen of Penang Turf Club, Selangor Turf Club,
Singapore Turf Club and the Deputy Chairman of Perak Turf
Club each presented the trophies to the winning connections
of the Malayan Racing Association Race.

Turf News

The winning connections with the delegates of the MRA and Committee Members of Jockey Club of Turkey

As the curtains came down on the 34th Asian Racing
Conference, the conference delegates were treated to a
sumptuous dinner in the Closing Ceremony and Reception
at the impressive Ciragan Palace situated on the banks of the
Bhosphorus Strait on Friday, 20th July 2012.
This article was reported by Mr Leow Khin Ming, General Manager
& Secretary of Penang Turf Club, who was also the Delegate
Secretary to the conference, representing the Malayan Racing
Association (Malaysia).

A photo session with Okan Ozeren, International Affairs Manager,
Osman Cikilli, Permanent Member of the Jockey Club of Turkey and
former Board Member, PNTC President, Dato Ong Eng Khuan and
Leow Khin Ming, General Manager & Secretary, on the beautiful
grounds of the majestic Ciragan Palace

Meeting up of old friends, Leow Khin Ming (left), Teo Kim Heng, Vice
President (Sales & Business Development) Singapore Turf Club and
Committee Member, Dato Robert Chan Woot Khoon

General Manager & Secretary, Leow Khin Ming and the
President of the Jockey Club of Turkey, Omer Faruk Girgin
at the Closing Ceremony and Reception, Ciragan Palace
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Ordinary Members’

Trip to Turkey

At

the early hours of 10 July
2012 morning, an excited
group of over 90 Ordinary
Members gathered eagerly
at Penang International
Airport to board their flight that will
take them on their trip to Turkey which
was organized in conjunction with the
34th Asian Racing Conference held
in Istanbul. Committee Member, Mr.
Saw Lip Khai, headed the delegation
accompanied by two other Committee
Members, Dato Dr. Chong Keat Foong
and Ms. Teoh Mei Shean, while the
tour arrangements were handled by
Airborne Sdn Bhd.

On arrival in Istanbul, after a long
journey of over 12 hours with an
hour’s stop-over in Dubai, the group
was taken to a Turkish restaurant for
dinner. The group truly enjoyed their
feast of an exotic variety of Turkish
kebabs as all were famished after their
long flight. After dinner, the group
checked into Hyatt Regency Hotel as it
was time to retire for the night, for it
was past midnight Malaysian time.
Istanbul is the largest city in
Turkey with a population of around
13.5 million and also the tenth-mostpopular tourist destination in the
world. The city’s biggest draw remains

its historic center, partially listed as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
city forms one of the largest urban
agglomerations in Europe and is among
the largest cities in the world.  Istanbul
is a transcontinental city, straddling the
Bosphorus—one of the world’s busiest
waterways—in northwestern Turkey,
between the Sea of Marmara and the
Black Sea. Its commercial and historical
center lies in Europe, while a third of
its population lives in Asia.
Istanbul, which has recently
hosted the James Bond film crew in
its historical neighborhoods, is also a
popular destination for international

photo courtesy of Jockey Club of Turkey

Jockey F. Cakar astride Fast Stars Line blazing ahead of the competition towards the finishing post
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filmmakers due to its many cultural and
historical venues. The city has served as
a backdrop to many 007’s adventures,
with previous outings including FROM
RUSSIA WITH LOVE, THE WORLD IS
NOT ENOUGH and the recent release,
SKYFALL. Other filming that had taken
place in Istanbul include the recent
TAKEN 2, THE INTERNATIONAL,  
THE NET 2.0, THE ACCIDENTAL SPY,
to name but a few.
With the location of the Hyatt
Regency Hotel on the European side of
Istanbul, the group had to travel across
to the Asian side for a planned tour of
the city on the following day. After a
morning tour of Dolmabache Palace and
Sultanahmet Mosque (also known as the
Blue Mosque), the group embarked on
a cruise along the Bosphorus Waterway
after lunch.
Dolmabache Palace was home to six sultans of the
Ottoman Empire until a law was passed to transfer the
ownership of the palace to the national heritage of the
new Turkish Republic. The founder and then President

of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, used the palace as a
presidential residence during the summers and also spent
the last days of his life until his passing, at the Palace. The
Palace contains eclectic elements from the Baroque, Rococo
and Neoclassical styles, blended with traditional Ottoman
architecture. The Palace also houses the world’s largest
Bohemian crystal chandelier, with 750 lamps and weighs 4.5
tonnes – located in the Centre Hall. The chandelier was a gift
from Queen Victoria. One of the staircases in the Palace – the
Crystal Staircase – is made entirely of Baccarat crystal.
Sultanahmet Mosque or the Blue Mosque is a historical
mosque. The mosque was named the Blue Mosque, in
deference to the 20,000 blue tiles adorning the walls of
its interior. The design of the Sultanahmet Mosque is the
culmination of two centuries of both Ottoman mosque
and Byzantine church development. It incorporates some
Byzantine elements of the neighbouring Hagia Sophia with
traditional Islamic architecture and is considered to be the
last great mosque of the classical period.
In the evening, the delegation was served a Turkish meal
accompanied by a dazzling performance showcasing Turkish
Belly Dancers, traditional dance shows from different ethnic
regions of Turkey and an outstanding Turkish singer-cumperformer entertaining guests with international and local
songs.
The following morning saw the group departing Istanbul
on a flight to their next destination, Izmir for a study tour of
the Sirinyer racecourse.
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Members of our group joining the catwalk at the leather factory

Mr. Saw Lip Khai presenting a gift
to Mr. Orhan Karabiyik, Racecourse
Manager at Izmir Sirinyer racecourse

At Izmir, Sirinyer Racecourse, the group
was met by Mr. Orhan Karabiyik, Racecourse
Manager. There were on-course races conducted
at Izmir as well as telecast of on-course races at
Ankara to the racing public. Racing attendance
at Sirinyer Racecourse was small as we were
told that their customers preferred placing
bets at the numerous off-course centres located
throughout Turkey. After attending the races,
which was run on a sweltering 38°C, the group
left for Swissotel Grand Efes.  
Izmir is the third largest city in Turkey and its close
proximity to the Aegean Sea makes Izmir the second biggest
port after Istanbul. Izmir is also popular for its beaches and a
stroll along the spectacular Kordon on the Aegean Sea, saw the
locals relaxing and enjoying the summer breeze in the evening.
The next day, the group checked out of Swissotel Grand
Efes, Izmir and proceeded by coach to Pamukkale. The
group took in the familiar tourist sights of the Ephesus,
one of the world’s finest archeological sites, home of the
Greek philosopher Heraclitus, and the House of the Virgin
Mary. Following lunch at a restaurant nestled on a hill and
surrounded by vineyards, the group was then treated to a
fashion show of fine quality leatherwear where a few selected
members from our group were also invited to participate
and model the leatherwear followed by shopping after the
fashion show.
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Travertine pools of Pamukkale

The next day, the
group took in the sights
of the ancient Hierapolis
and the travertine
pools of Pamukkale.
Members of the group
had a fun time standing in the
water of the glistening pools and cascading
scallop-shell basins. It was indeed a contrasting comical
sight with the ladies of our group holding on to umbrellas
to shield themselves from the blistering sun, while the other
European tourists were in their bikinis frolicking in the water
and basking in the sun.

Turf News

Whirling dervishes at Konya

After a late lunch, the group
proceeded to Konya, a journey of
six hours which took us through  
landscapes of undulating hills and
farmlands.
The city of Konya has the reputation
of being one of the more religiously
conservative metropolitan centers
in Turkey. It was once known as the
“citadel of Islam” and its inhabitants
are still comparatively more devout
than those from other cities. Konya
was the final home of the 13th
century Persian-Muslim poet, jurist,
theologian, and Sufi mystic, Jalāl adDīn Muhammad Balkhī (or also known
as Jalāl ad-Dīn Muhammad Rūmī) or
more popularly known as Rumi in the
English-speaking world, whose tomb
is in the city, and whose followers
established in 1273, the Mevlevi Sufi
order of Islam, which became known
as the whirling dervishes.
On day six of the tour, the delegation
visited the Mevlana museum (formerly
known as the Mevlana tekke) - a

national monument as the
mausoleum of Jalal ad-Din
Muhammad Rūmī, and also
the dervish lodge (tekke) of
the Mevlevi order which is
housed here.
     The museum contains
rare and precious Ottoman
calligraphy, various musical
instruments played in rhythm
in accompaniment to the Sema
- a ritual dance, an ancient
Kirşehir praying rug, dervish
clothes and four crystal
mosque lamps, a rare Divani-Kebir (a collection of lyric
poetry) from 1366 and two fine
specimens of Masnavis (books
of poems written by Mevlâna)
from 1278 and 1371, as well as
an exhibition of a collection
of old, illustrated Qurans,
extremely valuable prayer
rugs and a decorated box containing
the Holy Beard of Muhammad.
Following the visit to the museum,
the group was taken to the Sultanhani
Caravanserai.
Our local tour guide explained
that in medieval times, trade caravans
followed the Silk Road across deserts
and mountains. These Caravanserais
on the fabled route were where they
stopped to rest, etc. The Sultanhani
Caravanserai is located along the
ancient Silk Road between Cappadocia
and Konya. Caravanserais were in a
way similar to present day truck-stops
as they were designed as self-contained
structures equipped to provide a much
needed rest for the night.
The Caravanserais were also built
like forts, designed to protect the weary
travelers and to keep out marauding
raiders at night. Once within the
Caravanserai, a weary traveler could
look forward to warm food, a bath
and a safe shelter for both man and
beast for the night. The Caravanserais
provided food and lodging reportedly
at no charge for three nights.

Stepping back into time, the group
could visualize the arduous journey the
travelers had to endure as the summer
heat could go to a scorching 42°C.
Following Konya, it was another
three hour journey on the bus,
traversing across the fertile plains to
Nevsehir before the group arrived in
Cappadocia.
In Cappadocia, a large contingent
of adventurous members of the group
were indeed looking forward to one
of the highlights of this trip – a ride in
a hot air balloon the next morning at
Cappadocia.
Those who had signed up for the
ride had to rise in the wee hours of the
morning,   ready and assembled at the
lobby of the hotel, eagerly boarding the
mini-vans that would take them out to
the nearby  launch site at Goreme.
At the headquarters of Royal
Balloon, the organizer of the balloon
ride, a buffet breakfast was provided
while the pilots were away choosing a
good launch site according to the wind
directions. Following breakfast, the
group was taken to the launch site. The
group was split into three baskets with
two baskets containing 18 persons each
and another 20 persons. Following
a brief introduction on some safety
issues, the amazing experience began
when the hot air balloons were fired
up by cylindrical gas tanks, located
directly below the balloon.
Cameras were busy clicking away
capturing the unique geological and
historic features of Goreme; erosion
by nature through the millennium
had conjured hundreds of spectacular
pillars
and
minaret-like
forms,
popularly known as fairy chimneys
and in the distance, Mt. Erciyes, the
highest mountain in Cappadocia could
be seen.
As the balloon ascended, fifty other
colourful hot air balloons could be seen
slowly ascending at different altitudes.
It was akin to a massive synchronized
launch that was stunningly spectacular
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Colourful hot air balloons in the air

Group photo before being airborne

Upon returning to the hotel, the group joined the other
waiting members for a further tour of the underground city
of Kaymakli – troglodyte cave-cities, with spaces organized
around ventilation shafts were excavated as early as Hittite
times (early 18th century B.C. period), and consist of eight
floors below-ground, of which only four are open to the
public today. The next stop was at the Avanos pottery
workshop. The group continued on to tour the Goreme Open
Air Museum, another member of the Unesco World Heritage
site which is a vast monastic complex composed of scores
of refectory monasteries, a unique example of rock-hewn
architecture with the finest of the rock-cut churches with
beautiful frescoes.
As the temperature was a blistering 40°C at Cappadocia
that day, the group was indeed relieved when the next stop
was indoors at a gemstones centre. Some members of the
group opted to continue to visit a carpet weaving centre
whilst the rest returned to the Hotel for a cool respite after
the hot day.
The following day saw the group checking out of
Cappadocia to board a flight at Nevsehir Airport to return to
Istanbul.

on this crisp cool
morning and was indeed a
sight to behold. The balloon ride lasted for 45
minutes and the landing was indeed amazing as the skilled
pilots professionally steered the baskets to land directly on
the deck of the waiting trucks. Upon landing, the group was
treated to a champagne toasting ceremony with the pilot and
was garlanded with a commemorative silver medal each.
Troglodyte dwellings in Cappadocia
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Inside the Grand Bazaar

On arrival at Istanbul, the group
was taken to tour Topkapi Palace, the
primary residence of the Ottoman
Sultans for approximately 400 years
(1465 – 1856) of their 624-year reign.
The  palace was then transformed into
a museum of the imperial era, housing
many fine examples of Ottoman
architecture as well as large collections
of porcelain, robes, weapons, shields,
armour, Ottoman miniatures, Islamic
calligraphic manuscripts and murals,
as well as a display of Ottoman
treasures and jewelry.
Then, it was time for the ladies in
the group to indulge in their favourite
hobby – shopping - at the Grand
Bazaar, one of the largest covered
markets in the world with its 60 streets
constructed like a labyrinth and the
5,000 shops. Following that was more
shopping at the Spice Market, formerly
the centre of the spice trade but now
houses other shops selling souvenirs,
antiques, etc.
On the ninth day of the tour, the
group had a leisurely morning at the
Grand Hyatt Istanbul before heading to
the Veliefendi Racecourse. The group
joined the delegation from the various
Asian Racing Federation member
countries to witness the running of the
reciprocal Malayan Racing Association

Inside the Basilica Cistern

Trophy race, which was won by Fast
Stars Line, ridden by F. Cakar in a
time of 1:31:58. Dato’ Ong Eng Khuan,
President of Penang Turf Club as Chief
Delegate represented the Malayan
Racing Association and presented the
winning owner with a trophy.
The final day of the tour saw the
members visiting the Hagia Sophia and
Basilica Cistern.
Another national monument –
Saint Sophia, in Greek or Hagia Sophia
was dedicated to the Holy Wisdom
of God. Hagia Sophia, universally
acknowledged as the one of the great
monuments in the world has the
ultimate contrast of two religions
together – Christianity and Islam.
This can be seen from the Islamic
calligraphic roundels which are
suspended from the main dome, and
the uncovered Christian mosaics as its
prime feature. The former Byzantine
church was converted to a mosque
under the rule of the Ottomans. Now,
it serves as a museum.
The
Basilica
Cistern
is
a
subterranean structure whose name
was derived from a large public
square, the Stoa Basilica, beneath
which it was originally constructed.
The Basilica Cistern is the largest of
several hundred ancient cisterns that

lie beneath the city of Istanbul. During
the Byzantine and Ottoman Empire,
the water for the Basilica Cistern came
from the Eğrikapı Water Distribution
Center in the Belgrade Forest, which
lies 19 kilometres north of the city via
the Valens and Mağlova Aqueduct.
The Cistern used to store 100,000 tons
of water but presently, the Cistern is
virtually empty with only a few feet of
water.
On the final day of the tour, the
group had a leisurely morning in
the Hotel before heading to Ataturk
International Airport for the return
flight to Penang. Overall, the group
remarked that they had thoroughly
enjoyed the trip which was very well
organized by the Club and they had a
wonderful time visiting all the places of
interest and found the racing events at
Izmir Sirinyer and Istanbul Veliefendi
racecourses an interesting experience.
In addition, they had the opportunity to
interact and bond with fellow members
of the Club.
written by Goh Su Yen, Assistant Club
Secretary who was on the trip with
Financial Controller, Mr. Tan Hock Lim
and Account Executive, Ms. Chow Su San.
Photos courtesy of Mr. Nigel Loh and the writer
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Masahiro Araki presenting the
trophy to jockey Harmeet Singh Gill

Northern Strength pulling away from General Tycoon

Successful
raid up north

Penang Turf Club President
Dato Ong Eng Khuan presenting
a memento to Masahiro Araki

Northern Strength wins Japan
Bloodhorse Breeders’ Association Trophy
For the first half of 2012, Northern
Strength (Ekraar - Tad Irish by Omnicorp)
had raced exclusively at his home base
at Sungei Besi, winning once in seven
starts.
But the decision by trainer Johnny
Lim to send him to race in Penang paid
off in a big way when he captured the
RM250,000 Japan Bloodhorse Breeders’
Association Trophy on July 8, 2012.
Up against only five rivals,
apprentice Harmeet Singh Gill took the
bold decision to lead in the Benchmark
76 event over 1,600m.
The tactics worked. Well clear into
the home straight, the New Zealand
gelding kept up a relentless gallop to
win by one and a half lengths from
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stablemate
Generous
Tycoon (Generous - Assizes
by Kenmare). Third was
Bandar (More Than Ready
- Be My Bride by Barathea).
Originally purchased
by Tiang Kim Choi for NZ$30,000 at
the Ready To Run sale and initially
trained by Tiang, Northern Strength
has in fact done all his racing under
Lim. The Japan Bloodhorse Breeders’
Association Trophy win was his fifth
and biggest till then.
Masahiro Araki, Vice President of
Japan Bloodhorse Breeders’ Association
and President of Hidaka Horse
Breeders’ Association, presented the
trophies to the winning connections.

Group photo after the prize presentation

Japan
Bloodhorse
Breeders’
Association, established in 1955, is a
national organisation of all racehorse
breeders in Japan. It supports the
advancement of breeding and pretraining as well as market distribution
of racehorses in Japan and also works
to promote exchange with other racing
countries.

Turf Event

Group photo after the prize presentation

Boy Showing
Potential

Hairy Boy returns to scale with
Yudanyl Aify in the saddle

Hairy Boy gets early win in Macau
Jockey Club Goodwill Cup

Trainer Wee Mung Hua receiving his
trophy from Dr Rui Jose da Cunha

Penang Turf Club President Dato Ong
Eng Khuan presenting a memento to Dr
Rui Jose da Cunha

It’s too early to know
how the career of Hairy
Boy (Jet Spur - Kathleen
by Zabeel) will turn
out to be in Malaysia,
but in just his second
start in the country,
the Australian gelding
managed to pick up
the RM65,000 Macau
Jockey Club Goodwill
Cup in Penang on July
8, 2012.
Hairy
Boy
was
purchased
by
his
owners with a view to
race in Singapore and
even had a few trials at
Kranji. But he never started in a race in Singapore and instead was shipped to Malaysia
to join trainer Wee Mung Hua.
After a promising debut, Hairy Boy, ridden by Yudanyl Aify, came with a sustained
run in the final 200m to beat stablemate Kim Forever (Theatre - Kim Paula by Bletchley
Park) who led from the start and was several lengths of the field halfway down the
home stretch.
Fill My Pocket (Jungle Pocket - Brave Scene by Scenic) was a long third in the Restricted
Maiden event run over 1,100m.
Dr Rui Jose da Cunha, Director & Secretary General of Macau Jockey Club, gave
away the trophies to the winning connections.
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Beagle finds success
American gelding wins first-up for new owner in Lyndhurst Stud Trophy

It was a successful first outing under
trainer Jerome Tan for Beagle (Appealing
Skier - Gambler’s Faith by Prospectors
Gamble) in the RM75,000 Lyndhurst Stud
Trophy in Penang on July 8, 2012.
With Eirwan Khalid in the saddle, the
American horse disputed the early lead
but once he kicked clear of the field at the
800m, the contest was over. Beagle kept
up a relentless gallop the rest of the way
to win by three and a quarter lengths.
April Rain (Hawkeye - Taveuni Flower
by Gold Brose) just beat off Golden Jaguar
(Refuse To Bend - Love Dust by Flying Spur)
after a keen tussle
for second placing.
Purchased for
US$12,000 as a twoyear-old, Beagle has
been pretty useful
with four wins in
25 starts before he
was sold to new
outfit Ghost Stable.

Trophies for the Lyndhurst Stud
Trophy were presented by Jeffrey Kruger,
Stud Manager / Director of Lyndhurst
Stud Farm.
Set on approximately 2,500 acres
of prime Darling Downs land in
Queensland, the farm was founded in
1857. It was purchased by brothers Percy
and Ted Kruger in 1956 and has remained
in the Kruger family ownership ever
since. It has up to 500 thoroughbreds
on the property during peak breeding
season.

The winning connections pose for a photo after the prize presentation
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The jubilant connections leading in Beagle
with Jeffrey Kruger (third from left)

Jeffrey Kruger presenting the trophy to
jockey Eirwan Khalid

Trainer Jerome Tan receiving his trophy
from Jeffrey Kruger

Turf Event

What a Beauty

Beautiful Choice (Super Istana - Bliss by Serheed)
could turn out to be one of the best to leave
the National Stud Farm (NSF) after snatching
a narrow win in the RM75,000 Durham Lodge
Trophy over 1,400m in Penang on July 8, 2012.
Top Malaysian bred Beautiful Choice wins
Resuming after nearly six months on the
Durham Lodge Trophy
sidelines, the Malaysian gelding displayed
tremendous fighting spirit to win in a blanket
finish and caused a big upset in the Class 3 1,400m sprint.
Ridden by Calvin Goon, Beautiful Choice won by a
nose from joint favourite Free Gift (Tale Of The Cat Pimpinella by Flying Spur). Equal favourite Alacarte
(Umatilla - Euchre by Final Card) was another head
away third.
Winner of two races in 2010, Beautiful Choice had a
phenomenal season in 2011 when he started seven
times for three wins and three placings, winning
the NSF Challenge Cup, NSF Silver Bowl and the
biggest race for Malaysian breds of them all, the
Wira Malaysia Cup. He was subsequently named
NSF Malaysian Bred Champion Horse for 2011.
Group photo after the prize presentation
Bought for RM100,000 at the National Premier Sale in 2008, his dam was
placed four times in Malaysia but is a full-sister to Confidence V, who won 11
races in Malaysia including the Sprint Trophy, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold
Cup and Piala Emas Sultan Selangor.
Jeremy Smith, General Manager of Durham Lodge, presented the trophies
to the winning connections.
Established by David and Rita Smith in Pickering Brook, Western Australian
in 1989, Durham Lodge was named Western Australian Breeder Of The Year for
three consecutive seasons in 2008/2009, 2009/2010 and 2010/2011. It currently
stands the stallions Blackfriars, Scenic and Universal Ruler.
Footnote: Durham Lodge Thoroughbred Stud ceased trading on June 30 and was
replaced by a new entity – Scenic Lodge Thoroughbred Stud.

Trainer Nor Azman receiving his trophy from
Jeremy Smith

Jeremy Smith presenting the trophy to jockey
Calvin Goon

Beautiful Choice (centre) winning the Durham Lodge Trophy in a
thrilling finish from Free Gift (No. 14)
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Legal Lord wins his racing debut in the Dawson Stud Trophy

Lord of the Ring
Unwanted at sale, Legal Lord wins Dawson Stud Trophy
Legal Lord (Coats Choice - Electric
Avenue by Hector Protector) attracted
little interest when he was presented in
the ring as a two-year-old at the South
Island Sale in New Zealand last year
and was passed in at just NZ$2,500.
One year on, the gelding drew
plenty of attention when he captured
the RM65,000 Dawson Stud Trophy in
his racing debut in Penang in July 8,
2012.

Veronica Jackson-Smith
presenting the trophy to
trainer Leong Poh Keong
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Partnered by Jai Shankar, Legal Lord
proved too strong for the front-running
Captain John (Captain Rio - Famous Affair
by Famous Star), mastering the latter
after a tussle to win by one length.
Third was Miracle Pray (Bluegrass Cat Afleet Miracle by Afleet).
Legal Lord is a half-brother to
Beauregard, who at the time of writing,
has yet to win in 20
starts in Singapore.

Penang Turf Club Committee
Member Dato Robert Chan Woot
Khoon presenting a memento to
Veronica Jackson-Smith

Veronica Jackson-Smith, presented
the trophies to the winning connections
on behalf of Graham Daws and his late
wife Christine of Dawson Stud who
had been breeding horses for nearly 30
years and own a majority share in the
stallion Bletchley Park.

Group photo after the prize presentation

Turf Event

Shining Moments for Nawawi
No Uncertainty gives apprentice second victory in Lorenzo Jewellery Trophy
However the career of apprentice
Muhd Nawawi Ahmad turns out to be,
he will not easily forget the horse No
Uncertainty (Trade Fair - Princess Camilla
by King’s Best).
Not short of opportunities, the Dr
Tan Swee Hock apprentice had 109
rides (71 of them last year) before
landing his first win on the Australian
gelding in a Class 4 – 1,200m sprint in
Ipoh on May 26, 2012.
And it was No Uncertainty, trained
by his master, who gave the lad his
second win in the saddle as well —
in the RM55,000 Lorenzo Jewellery
Trophy in Penang on July 8, 2012.
No Uncertainty leads the field home in the Lorenzo Jewellery Trophy

Goh Soo Szee (left) presenting the trophy
to owner Janet Tan

Jockey Muhd Nawawi Ahmad receiving
his trophy from Goh Soo Szee

On a yielding track, Nawawi kept
the gelding next to the rails when most
horses went wide in search of better
ground. And it was on the inside of
horses No Uncertainty surged to the
front 100m out.
Big Red (Red Ransom - Farasha by
Jeune) then came with a strong bid but
could not sustain his run and it was
City Hero (Timboroa - Seductive Sara
by Barathea) who ‘flew’ home to take
second placing.

No Uncertainty was purchased by
trainer Chong Keng Leong for A$11,000
as a yearling but he never got to train
him. The gelding initially headed for
Singapore but he did not race there and
ended up in Penang instead.
The Lorenzo Jewellery Trophy win
was his third in 16 starts.
Goh Soo Szee, Managing Director
of Lorenzo Jewellery, gave away the
trophies to the winning connections.

The winning connections pose for a photo
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Change of Fortune
Kawan Street finds better luck in
Mitavite Anniversary Cup

Gavin John Kenna giving away the trophy
to owner Datin John Lim Ewe Chuan
Group photo after the prize presentation

After finding one to beat in all his previous
four starts this season, Kawan Street (Rock
Of Gibraltar - Makeeba by Dehere) finally
found a change of fortune to win the
RM60,000 Mitavite Anniversary Cup in
style in Penang on July 8, 2012.
With Eirwan Khalid in the saddle,
the Australian gelding raced just behind
the pace early. Switched out behind the
heels of runners at the top of the straight,
he collared the leader Young Gun (Three
Wonders - Smoldering Embers by Raise A
Man) at the 250m and cleared away to
win by two and a half lengths in the Class
4 - 1,300m handicap.
Young Gun held on for second while

Five Claws (Langfuhr - Great Connection by
Dayjur) finished third.
Kawan Street, who cost just A$6,000 as
a yearling, won his only start in Australia
and had a less than inspiring start to his
campaign in Malaysia, finishing way
down the field in his first three outings.
He then showed up with a thirdplaced finish before notching his first
win in November last year and has been
pretty consistent since.
Gavin John Kenna, Director and
General Manager of Mitavite Asia Sdn
Bhd, gave away the trophies to the winning
connections.

Penang Turf Club Committee Member
Saw Lip Khai presenting a memento to
Gavin John Kenna

Kawan Str

eet wins dr

awing away

Turf Event

Another Feature Success

Subordinate rebounds after one year to win Korilya Stud Trophy

Subordinate cruising to an easy victory

A year ago, Subordinate (Commands - All Zalute
by Zabeel) chalked up his first win in Malaysia in
a trophy race in Penang.
In the subsequent 12 months, the New
Zealand gelding was placed five times but
failed to find that winning edge — until he ran
in another trophy race in Penang, this time the
RM55,000 Korilya Stud Trophy on July 8, 2012.
Drawn on the outside barrier, Subordinate
had to race wide all the way in a tightly-bunched
field but despite that, he found plenty in reserves
in the run home in the Class 4 - 1,700m handicap.
Subordinate collared the leader Volpista
(Golden Voyager - La Mari by New Colony) at the
top of the straight and the pair matched stride-for-stride until
the 200m. That’s when Subordinate kicked clear to win by one
and three-quarter lengths. Third was Georgie Boy (Istidaad Henryka by Conquistarose).

Penang Turf Club Committee Member
Dato Dr Chong Keat Foong presenting
a memento to Katherine Sutherland

The winning connections pose for a photo

Subordinate won two races in Australia, and had a superb
start to his Singapore campaign when he chalked up three
wins from his first five runs at Kranji but lost his
way after that before landing in Malaysia.
Trophies for Korilya Stud Trophy were
presented by Mrs Katherine Sutherland.
Hundreds of winners have come from
Korilya Stud, located in the south west of
Western Australia in the heart of the wine
country. In Malaysia, the winners include the
2006 Horse Of The Year Triple Happy, winner of
nine races including the Sprint Trophy in 2006.

Katherine Sutherland presenting the
trophy to Mr Lim Chooi Wang
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Thebetson gives trainer Bonny Ng his first win of the year

End of a Long Lane

Trainer Bonny Ng scores first win of
the year in Oakwood Farm Trophy

The long wait for his first winner of the year
From then on, he opened up in giant
was finally over for trainer Bonny Ng when
strides to sweep past the leaders to win by
Thebetson (Happy Giggle - Diamond Grove
two lengths. Two rank outsiders Kept Secret
by Noalcoholic) triumphed in the RM55,000
(Secret Savings - Light Of Erin by Palace
Oakwood Farm Trophy in Penang on July
Music) and Three Thoughts (Brocco - Express
7, 2012.
That Smile by Success Express) filled the
It was also the first win in Malaysia for
minor placings.
Thebetson who registered one win in four
Dato Robert Chan Woot Khoon,
starts in Australia when racing as Happy At
Committee Member of Penang Turf Club,
Five before coming over here.
gave away the trophies to the winning
The Australian gelding had shown
connections on behalf of Oakwood Farm.
promise after chalking up three placings,
Established in 1990, Oakwood Farm
including two second finishes, in his first
specialises in the selling of thoroughbreds
five outings in the country.
and covers all sales throughout Australia.
But it was the switch to budding
It is also engaged in thoroughbred spelling,
apprentice Bukhari Abdul Hamid that did
yearling preparation and pre-training of
the trick for the Australian gelding in the
racehorses.
Class 4 - 1,300m handicap.
Starting as the second
favourite, Thebetson was
boxed in by horses for most
of the journey and was
racing on the rails making
the turn into the straight.
With a wall of horses in
front, Bukhari managed to
slowly ease off the rails and
at the 200m, finally saw
‘daylight’.
Group photo after the prize presentation
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Penang Turf Club Committee Member
Dato Robert Chan Woot Khoon
presenting the trophy to Bonny Ng

Apprentice Bukhari Abdul Hamid
receiving his trophy from Dato Robert
Chan Woot Khoon

Turf Event

Contented scoring an impressive win in the Gold Front Thoroughbred Trophy

Top of the Class
Malaysian bred Contented bags Gold Front
Thoroughbred Trophy
Contented (Dolphin Street - Pelangi by
Carry A Smile) has emerged as the most
prolific Malaysian bred of his batch and
the flag bearer for his sire at the National
Stud Farm in Malaysia.
Contented is from the first crop of the
former Australian based stallion who was
brought to Malaysia to give a boost to the
local breeding industry.
Contented has certainly done his sire
proud after chalking up his fourth win
in 13 starts in the RM55,000 Gold Front
Thoroughbred Trophy in Penang on July
7, 2012.
Ridden by Suhairi Sani in the Class
4 - 1,300m handicap, Contented was well
back in the early running and had to
steady twice at the home turn when he
ran about in the yielding going. But Sani
managed to keep the gelding on a strong
footing as he gained momentum in the
home stretch.
Contented managed to find a gap
between horses inside the final 200m
and he quickly raced to the front to win

drawing away by one length.
Second was Satisfaction (Royal
Academy - Wide Vision by Danehill) and
while See Me Win (Al Maher - Giginka by
Gleam Machine) finished third.
Trophies for the Gold Front
Thoroughbred Trophy were presented
by
Veronica
Jackson-Smith,
who
represented first-time sponsors Gold
Front Thoroughbred Breeding & Racing.

Veronica Jackson-Smith presenting the
trophy to trainer Luke Danis

Veronica Jackson-Smith receiving
a memento from Penang Turf Club
Committee Member Teoh Mei Shean

Group photo after the prize presentation
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From last to first
Superb win by Colourland Kid in The Sharon
Forrester-Jones Racing Group Trophy
Contrary to his name, Colourland Kid
(Dubleo - Carnegie Minstrel by Carnegie)
proved to be no pushover in the
RM35,000 The Sharon Forrester-Jones
Racing Group Trophy in Penang on
July 7, 2012.
Seemingly hopeless when racing
in last place in the 14-horse field early,
the Australian gelding produced an

amazing turn of foot from
second last position at the top
of the straight to win drawing
away by one length in the
Class 5 - 1,400m handicap.
Sid Vicious (Magic Of Sydney - Roman
Lady by Is It True) also finished well to
take second placing, ahead of Simply
Stunning (More Than Ready - Mt Eliza by
Snippets).
Despite winning two races earlier
in the year, Colourland Kid surprisingly
started at long odds. The gelding has
turned out to be a money-spinner
for his owners, having been initially
purchased by the Penang Turf Club as
a two-year-old for just A$12,500.
His victory in The Sharon ForresterJones Racing Group Trophy was his
fifth from 34 starts.
Mrs
Sharon
Forrester-Jones,
Manager of The Sharon Forrester-Jones
Racing Group Trophy, presented the
trophies to the winning connections.

Sharon Forrester-Jones presenting the
trophy to winning owner Janet Tan

All smiles as trainer Dr Tan Swee Hock
receives his trophy
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The winning connections pose with members of The Sharon Forrester-Jones Racing Group

Turf Event

Centre of Attention
Blue Centre scores popular win in Perth Racing Trophy

Blue Centre leads the way home in the Perth Racing Trophy

Blue Centre (Centre Stalls - Rancona by
Rancher) had form on his side in the
RM35,000 Perth Racing Trophy (Class
5 - 1,400m) in Penang on July 1, 2012,
having won twice this year and was a
last-start winner over the same course
and distance.
So it came as no surprise that the
Australian entire was installed the

Trainer Luke Danis posing
with his trophy

favourite in the reciprocal race.
After tracking the early leader
in second spot racing on the outside
of horses, Blue Centre took the lead
making the turn into the straight and
then held off all challengers in the run
home to win by one length.
Comet Baby (Medal Of Honor - Lady
Of Quality by Jacamar) finished strongly

Jockey Yan Weng Kuan posing with
his trophy after receiving it from
Dato Dr Henry Ooi Kwee Lim

to pip Flaming Bolt (Tale
Of The Cat - Willow Brook
by Sir Tristram) for second
placing.
The win was the
second in six rides for
jockey Yan Weng Kuan
who had recently returned
to riding after spending a
long time on the sidelines
through disqualification,
and the fifth win in 38 runs
for Blue Centre who seemed
to be getting better with
age.
The gelding failed
to win a race for two full
seasons before picking up
two wins last year, and made further
progress under trainer Luke Danis this
season.
Penang Turf Club Committee
Member, Dato Dr Henry Ooi Kwee
Lim, gave away the trophies on behalf
of Perth Racing which has a proud
history of hosting thoroughbred racing
for over 150 years, and runs the two
magnificent riverside racecourses of
Ascot and Belmont Park, both situated
minutes from the city.

A group photo after the prize presentation
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Toshi Toshi (No. 8)
holding off the challenge
of Here Comes Thunder

Spectacular Upset
Big payout by Toshi Toshi in Royal Turf Club of
Thailand Trophy win

General Watanachai Chaimuanwong
presenting the trophy to trainer
Wee Mung Hua

Toshi Toshi (Tayasu Tsuyoshi - Via Spiga by Success Express) created one of the biggest
upsets of the season when she captured the RM35,000 Royal Turf Club Of Thailand
Trophy in Penang on July 7, 2012.
Given the troubled start to her racing career, it did not come as a surprise that
she started at long odds in the Class 5 - 1,400m handicap and paid RM434 for a win.
After landing in January 2010, she had to wait for more than 16 months before
making her racing debut. And after just two runs, the mare was sidelined again for
six months before she was transferred to trainer Wee Mung Hua.
Toshi Toshi finished down the field in five starts this year before tackling the
Royal Turf Club Of Thailand Trophy.
Penang Turf Club Committee Member
Ridden by Eirwan Khalid, she came with a sustained run to race past the
Dato Robert Chan Woot Khoon presenting
a memento to General Watanachai
pacemaker Here Comes Thunder (Falvelon - Kiss And Covert by St Covet) to win by one
Chaimuanwong
and a quarter lengths. A long third was Tiger Captain (Akhenaton - Minimoon by El
Moxie).
General Watanachai Chaimuanwong, Chairman of the
Royal Turf Club Of Thailand, gave away the trophies to the
winning connections.
The Royal Turf Club of Thailand was established in
1916 with the royal permission of King Rama VI the sixth
reigning king of the Chakri Dynasty. The Club’s primary
objective was not only to introduce the sport of horse racing
to the Thai people but also to help upgrade and promote
the improvement of Thai horses’ ability and breeding
standards.
The winning connections pose for a photo with the visiting delegation

58 |  

Turf Event

Dance to
Victory
Mayo’s Dancer scores
thrilling win in Bendigo
Jockey Club Trophy

Mayo’s Dancer (Chianti - Top Dance by
Brilliant Invader) justified his favourite
tag to win the RM35,000 Bendigo
Jockey Club Trophy (Class 5 - 1,400m)
in Penang on July 7, 2012, but it was a
hard-fought victory in the reciprocal
race.
After travelling well up with
the pace throughout, the Australian
gelding found that the two leaders The
Kardash and Tienjin Warrior had taken a
clear lead at the 200m.
Ridden by Oscar Chavez, Mayo’s
Dancer got going very late in the race.
Just as he was about to collar the
leaders, Adik (Arazi - Cashel Maid by
Star Way) also unleashed a terrific burst
on the outside. In a very tight finish,
Mayo’s Dancer prevailed by a nose
ahead of Adik.

Tienjin Warrior
(Cat Doctor - A Call For Gertie by
Caller I D) held on for third.
Mayo’s Dancer, purchased for
NZ$70,000 at the Ready To Run sale,
failed to show up in eight starts in
Singapore but has been pretty useful
in Malaysia. The Bendigo Jockey
Club Trophy win was his seventh in
Malaysia.
Robert McLeod, a Committee
Member of Bendigo Jockey Club,
gave away the trophies to the winning
connections.
Bendigo Jockey Club is the first
overseas club to establish reciprocal
races with the Penang Turf Club. The
Club was formed in 1854 and the
Bendigo Cup has a longer history than
the Melbourne Cup.

The winning connections with the Bendigo Jockey Club delegation

Mayo’s
D
of horse ancer storms h
s to sna
o
tch victo me on the outs
ide
ry

Robert McLeod presenting the trophy to trainer
Tan Soo Beng

Jockey Oscar Chavez receiving his trophy from
Robert McLeod
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Lucky Turnaround
Come-from-behind win for Lucky Fund in Auckland Racing Club Trophy
(St Petersburg – Kaurisal by
Prince Salieri) took the lead
at the top of the straight and
made a breakaway at the
200m, Lucky Fund was several
lengths from the leader at that
stage.
But having scored twice
over 1,600m last year, Lucky
Fund found the reserves and
began to close the gap rapidly,
catching the leader in the
shadows of the winning post

Lucky Fund storms home on the outside to beat Shimbashi

Having finished down in the field in
seven starts since the beginning of
the year, punters did not feel good
at all with Lucky Fund (Dolphin Street
- Shemaro by Success Express) in the
RM35,000 Auckland Racing Club
Trophy in Penang on July 7, 2012.
As a result, the Australian gelding
started at long odds in the reciprocal

Class 5 - handicap
over 1,400m, and
he never looked
like winning until
well into the home
stretch.
Ridden by Cheng
Han Kok, Lucky Fund was always
travelling in midfield. When Shimbashi

Penang Turf Club Committee Member,
Teoh Mei Shean presenting the trophy
to trainer Lim Hoon Seng

Jockey Cheng Han Kok receiving his trophy
from Teoh Mei Shean
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to win by half a length. Shimbashi held
on for second while Payback Time (Jeune
- Burning Landscape by Scenic) finished
strongly for third. It was the fourth win
in 31 starts for Lucky Fund.
Ms Teoh Mei Shean, Committee
Member of Penang Turf Club,
presented the trophies to the winning
connections on behalf of Auckland
Racing Club, formed on January 9, 1874,
when members of two existing clubs —
Auckland Jockey Club and Auckland
Turf Club, amalgamated. It is now New
Zealand’s premier club showcasing the
country’s best gallopers at its Ellerslie
Racecourse.

Turf Event

Trainer Stephen Cook receiving his trophy from
Simon Quinn

Myth Opening storms home on the outside to snatch victory

Lucky Opening

Simon Quinn presenting the trophy to
apprentice Zuriman

Last-minute ride sees Apprentice Zuriman wins
Gold Coast Turf Club Trophy

replacement on Myth Opening after
trainer Stephen Cook’s apprentice
Yazid Mohd Kamal was stood down for
medical reason.
Well back in the running and with
a bunch of horses in front of him,
Zuriman took Myth Opening eight
horses wide at the home turn. Charging
home out wide, they won by a neck in
a tight finish from Black Magic Woman
(Key Of Luck - La Galeisa by Warning)
with Incredible King (C. Mo - Carrie Dee
by Robin des Pins) third.
Simon Quinn, Director of Gold
Coast Turf Club, presented the trophies
to the winning connections.
Set before the stunning Surfers
Paradise skyline, Gold Coast Turf Club
hosts over 56 meetings every year,
racing every Saturday and plays host
to major carnivals and feature racedays
including the highly regarded BMW
Magic Millions Raceday.

Apprentice Zuriman Che Zulfikli
proved to be a lucky charm for Myth
Opening (Dash For Cash - Magic Sovereign
by Rokosz) in the Gold Coast Turf Club
Trophy in Penang on July 7, 2012.
Prior to the Class 5 - 1,400m
reciprocal race, the Australian gelding

went through 28 months without
success, after having chalked up two
wins in early 2010. His career was even
in doubt at one stage when he had to be
sidelined ten months last year.
Zuriman, who had never ridden
the gelding before, was a last-minute

The winning connections pose for a photo
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Change
is Good
Abeyant wins Dr Lim Ah Soo
Memorial Trophy in second
start in Malaysia

Abeyant winning his second start in Malaysia

Trainer Tommy Noordin receiving his
trophy from Madam Lim Ah Chai
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A change of scenery (from
Singapore to Malaysia) and
trainer (to ‘Tommy’ Noordin)
brought the desired results
for Abeyant (Exceed And Excel
- Luanda by Mr Prospector), a
two-time winner at Kranji.
After an unplaced first
outing under the veteran
trainer, the Australian gelding
bounced back to form to win a
Class 3 - 1,100m sprint over the
Ipoh straight course last May.
Abeyant was then entered
for the RM125,000 Dr Lim Ah
Soo Memorial Trophy, a combined Classes 1 and 2 race run over
1,300m in Penang on July 1, 2012.
Fearing that the step up in class
might be too much for the gelding,
punters neglected him in the betting.
But Abeyant proved he could handle
the task when he won by three quarters
of a length ahead of another outsider
Gust (Langfuhr - Green Genes by Celtic
Swing).
Third in the 15-strong field was
Beam Me Up (Starcraft - Hill Of Peace by
Danehill).
Costing A$120,000 as a yearling,
Abeyant had a win and second in
Australia before heading to Singapore.
Trophies for the race were presented by Madam Lim Ah
Chai, sister of the late Dr Lim Ah Soo, a Committee Member
of Penang Turf Club who was associated with horses and the
racing industry for many decades and made countless sacrifices
and contributions for the betterment of racing and the equine
industry.

The winning connections pose for a photo

Turf Event

Change for the Better
Money Trap wins Tattersalls Trophy with new rider and tactics
Money Traps nails
Good Good Luck at the
post for thrilling win

A change of rider and tactics brought
success for Money Trap (Trade Fair Hadani by Serheed) in the RM55,000
Tattersalls Trophy in Penang on July 1,
2012.
Having led and was beaten into
second spot in his previous start, trainer
Jerome Tan picked Oscar Chavez to
partner the Australian gelding in the
Class 4 - 1,200m handicap.
Chavez tucked Money Trap just
behind the pace in third spot until well
into the straight before challenging
Good Good Luck (Magic Albert - Our
Impala by Humam) for the lead. The
two joint favourites then fought stridefor-stride to the finish with Money Trap
winning by a head.
Rank outsider Black Arrow (Country
Reel - Doughnut by Snippets) finished
third.
Money Trap was initially purchased,
owned and trained by Chong Keng
Leong who won three races with the
gelding before Tan took charge in May
this year.

Dato Dr Chong Keat Foong,
Committee Member of Penang Turf
Club, presented the trophies to the
winning connections on behalf of
Tattersalls Ltd., United Kingdom.
Founded in 1766 by Richard Tattersall,
it is the oldest bloodstock auctioneers
in the world and the largest in Europe.

Jockey Oscar Chavez receiving his trophy
from Dato Dr Chong Keat Foong

The winning connections pose for a photo
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Baby Comes
Good

Good Baby makes
amends to win
Sultan Gold Vase

Good Baby (Hussonet - Secret Haze by Danehill), beaten favourite when third in
the Penang Sprint Trophy in July, quickly wiped away that disappointment in
his next start by capturing the RM400,000 Sultan Gold Vase over the 1,100m
straight course in Ipoh on July 29, 2012.
It was the second big race success for the Australian gelding who had
announced his arrival on the big stage by winning the RM1 million
Malaysian Magic Millions Classic (1,200m) in Penang in December last
year.
Following his runaway win in the final of the Malaysia 3YO
Championship on July 1, Colin The Firth (All Bar One - Orchis by
Octagonal) was installed the firm favourite in the set-weight event.
And the five-time winner had the run of the race, being drawn next to the outside
rails, and was always among the front runners.
Good Baby had to do it the hard way, having been drawn on the extreme inside
barrier in the capacity field of 20. But under the guidance of jockey Azhar Ismail,
the Kevin Coetzee-trained gelding managed to work his way to join the leading
pack with 300m to go.
Good Baby then surged ahead to win by one length. Colin The Firth, who looked
well beaten at one stage, found another gear in the closing stages to take second
placing, ahead of Good Judgement (Lonhro - Agile by Canny Lad).
With the win, Good Baby improved his record to seven wins and four placings in
16 starts.

The winning connections with the Perak Turf Club committee members
– Photos courtesy of Yee Khai Seng/Amy Loh
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Jockey Azhar Ismail receiving his trophy

Perak Turf Club Committee Member
Tan Sri M Mahadevan presenting the
trophy to trainer Kevin Coetzee

Turf Event

Mr Epic cruising to victory

Second was Cheetah On Fire (One
Cool Cat - Kindness by Star Way) and
Rough Day (Dubai Destination - Paulini
by Singspiel) came third in the 11-horse
field.
Mr Epic cost his owners NZ$180,000
at the Ready To Run sale and had three
runs last year, finishing second in his
final run.
But Mr Epic had to be sidelined
for nine months soon after. “He
had bone chips removed from both
front fetlocks,” said trainer Shane
Baertschiger, who took over from his
father Donald during the year.
Dato Ong Eng Khuan, President
Of Penang Turf Club, was at Kranji to
give away the trophies to the winning
connections.

Winning Return After Surgery

Easy win for Mr Epic in PNTC Trophy in Singapore

Mr Epic (Falkirk - Marzeri by Marju)
made a winning return to racing after
surgery when he claimed the S$65,000
Penang Turf Club Trophy, an Initiation
race over 1,200m on the polytrack at
Kranji on August 26, 2012.
With Barend Vorster in the
saddle, the New Zealand gelding was
quickly away and took the early lead.
Notipnotips raced up to him at the 800m
and the pair made a breakaway from
the rest.
But once the top of the straight
was reached, Notipnotips came under
pressure quickly while Mr Epic
maintained a strong gallop. Halfway
down the stretch, Mr Epic was several
lengths clear of the field and although
shortening strides rapidly in the final
100m, had too much to spare at the
post, winning by two lengths.

Group photo after the prize presentation
– Photos courtesy of Singapore Turf Club

Dato Ong Eng Khuan presenting
the trophy to jockey Barend Vorster
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Mission Accomplished
Excellent Goal on target in Penang Turf Club Trophy
at Sungei Besi

Dato Ong Eng Khuan presenting the
trophy to trainer John Brink

A group photo after the prize presentation
– Photos courtesy of Yee Khai Seng/Amy Loh

Excellent Goal scoring an upset win in the
Penang Turf Club Trophy at Sungei Besi
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Jackson Low receiving his trophy from
Dato Ong Eng Khuan

Having recorded all his previous three wins on wet
tracks, and unplaced in eight starts in the run-up to the
RM35,000 Penang Turf Club Trophy at Sungei Besi on
June 16, 2012, it was not surprising that Excellent Goal
(Black Minnaloushe - Miss Sacha by Kaapstad) started
at long-odds in the Class 5 – 1,400m handicap which
was run in good going.
But thanks to a superb ride by last season’s
champion jockey Jackson Low, the New Zealand
gelding managed to come from a long way back
in the early running to score by one and a quarter
lengths ahead of another outsider Blue Centre (Centre Stalls - Rancona
by Rancher).
Mr Ok (Tiger Hill - Isolated Lass by Marooned), the second favourite in the
14-strong field, came with a late run to take third placing.
Excellent Goal was purchased for NZ$85,000 as a yearling for racing in
Singapore. But he never raced at Kranji and instead headed for Kuala Lumpur
where John Brink has notched up four wins with the gelding.
Penang Turf Club President Dato Ong Eng Khuan presented the trophies
to the winning connections.

Turf Event

Sweet Homecoming

Speed Baby returns to Malaysia to win Piala Emas Sultan Selangor

Speed Baby, who departed for Singapore
after winning the Coronation Cup in
November 2010, returned to Malaysian
soil and picked up where he left off,
capturing the RM1 million Piala Emas
Sultan Selangor over 2,000m at Sungei
Besi on June 17, 2012.
Purchased by his owner Beh Chin
Pheng for A$280,000 as a yearling,
Speed Baby (Fastnet Rock - Twisted
Heart by Distorted Humor), had a
stellar campaign in Malaysia where he
notched up six wins and two seconds
from as many starts before Beh decided
to send him to Singapore to continue
his racing.
Speed Baby had a promising start to
his Singapore campaign, winning the
Patrons’ Bowl (1,600m) in his third start
at Kranji. But he struggled to win again
in the next 12 months although he did
pick up two minor placings in group
races.
However, trainer Steven Burridge’s
decision to send him across the
causeway to contest the Piala Emas
Sultan Selangor paid off in a big way.
Speed Baby, ridden by Noel Callow, not
only won the cross-border race by two
and three-quarter lengths, he also set a
new course record with a time of 1min.
59.5secs. which bettered the previous
best set by Grand Jury in 1995.

Perak Derby winner Mr Ambassador
(Danasinga - Scotch And Water by Lake
Coniston), who attempted to make all
the running, had to settle for second,
ahead of Good Feel (Hunza Court Gleaming Day by Gleam Machine).
The Sungei Besi track has been a
happy hunting ground for Burridge
who was once based there as an
assistant trainer before he was granted
a licence and stables in Singapore.
Speed Baby’s win was the trainer’s
third in the series, having been
successful with Trigger Express in 2008
and Risky Business in 2011. The latter
also won the Yang di-Pertua Negeri
Gold Cup in 2010 when the race was
staged at Sungei Besi just as the Penang
main track underwent major repairs.

Speed Baby outclasses his rivals

The winning team of trainer Steven
Burridge and jockey Noel Callow

The winning connections pose for a photo with Committee Members of Selangor Turf Club
– Photos courtesy of Yee Khai Seng/Amy Loh
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By Dato Ong Eng Khuan

Right royal
victory
Camelot wins Epsom Derby
in Diamond Jubilee year
Camelot easily winning the Epsom Derby

Named after a mythical royal court of a king, Camelot (Montjeu –
Tarfah by Kingmambo) gave the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
celebrations a fitting start when he won the 233rd running of the
Epsom Derby on June 2, 2012.
Her Majesty the Queen was at the winner’s enclosure to present
the prizes to the winning connections watched by a crowd of
130,000 at Epsom Downs.
The first Derby was run in 1780 at Epsom Downs was a test for
the best three year olds. Originally run over a mile, it was named
after the 12th Earl of Derby who is said to have tossed a coin for the
privilege of having the race named after him. The race is now run
over a mile and a half at Epsom on the first Saturday in June and is
open to three year old colts and fillies. Geldings are excluded.  
The Derby has since been adopted as a contest for top young
horses around the world with some variations in distance, age and
conditions but it remains a highlight event on most racing calendars from United
States to Japan. Among the most celebrated is the Kentucky Derby, America’s most
important race at Churchill Downs which forms part of the Triple Crown series
together with the Preakness Stakes and Belmont Stakes.  
Camelot’s win was impressive when halfway down the home straight jockey
Joseph O’Brien pushed Camelot five lengths clear with just a couple of strokes of
the whip. It was trainer Aidan O’Brien’s third Derby success and never before had
a father and son teamed up to win the Derby as trainer and jockey.
Camelot’s sire Montjeu is the youngest sire since Blandford in 1934 to sire three
Derby winners Motivator (2005), Authorized (2007) and Pour Moi (2011).
By winning the Derby and 2,000 guineas, Camelot has joined an exclusive
company.  In the past 50 years, apart from Nijinsky in 1970, only Royal Palace (1967)
Sir Ivor (1968), Nashua (1989) and Sea The Stars (2009) have completed the illustrious
double.
If Camelot wins the St Leger in September, it will become the first horse since
Nijinsky (1970) to win the Triple Crown, the ultimate prize in flat racing in England.
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Baby-faced John O’Brien returns to
scale on Camelot

Dato Ong Eng Khuan at Epsom Downs to
watch the Derby

Turf Event
By Dato Ong Eng Khuan

Dream
comes
true
Queen Elizabeth II making the presentation at Ascot

Danedream snatches narrow win in King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Stakes

Danedream (centre) seals victory in a thrilling finish

Danedream (Lomitas – Danedrop by Danehill) galloped into
Ascot’s record book by winning the King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth’s Stakes to become the first German bred to win the
one and a half mile race at Ascot on July 21, 2012
First staged in 1951, the race was traditionally run on the
last Saturday of July but it was moved forward a week this year
to avoid clashing with the London Olympic Games.
Danedream’s Japanese owner, Teruya Yoshida who bought
the filly in October last year had earlier told trainer Peter
Schiergen that he had a dream that Danedream would win the
King George.
Dreams do come true as Danedream scraped home by just
a nose ahead of Nathaniel (Galileo – Magnificient Style by Silver
Hawk) with St Nicholas Abbey (Montjeu – Leaping Water by Sure
Blade) third in the star-studded 10-runner field. Danedream’s
win was no fluke. The field included Royal Ascot winners,
the French and Japanese Derby winners, the Melbourne Cup
winner and the Breeders’ Cup winner and Danedream, the Prix
de l‘Arc de Triomphe winner.  (The story of Danedream’s Prix de
l’Arc de Triomphe win was reported in the 1st Issue 2012 of Front
Runner).
A 10,000 crowd was at Royal Ascot to witness the magnificent
achievement of the mare.
2012 being the Diamond Jubilee Year, Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II made a rare appearance at the King George to
personally present the prizes to the owner, trainer and jockey
at the winners’ enclosure.

Dato Ong Eng Khuan at Ascot
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hello there!
Some of the distinguished
guests and visitors at the
Penang Turf Club recently
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Turf Gallery
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VIGOUR
COLIN THE FIRTH
GOLDHILL STAR
Galvilla Handicap
Class 5 – 1300m
Date
: 6.5.2012
Owner : Benvin Stable
Trainer : R Lines
Jockey : HK Cheng

Malaysia 3YO Championship Heat
3YO – 1100m
Date
: 6.5.2012
Owner : Colin Racing Stable
Trainer : J Brink
Jockey : K Eirwan

Victory II Handicap
Class 5 – 1600m
Date
: 12.5.2012
Owner : Tivic Stable
Trainer : R Lines
Jockey : C Goon

Congratulations
to all the Winners

Here are some of the owners with victories at the
Club’s meetings recently
Photos courtesy of Yee Khai Seng/Amy Loh

GOLDEN JAGUAR
Avenger II Handicap
Class 4 – 1700m
Date
: 12.5.2012
Owner : Kim Chee Men
Trainer : LN Danis
Jockey : KM Lai

TERMINATOR ATTACK
COMET BABY
SNOW FLAME
Electroplate II Handicap
Class 4 – 1200m
Date
: 6.5.2012
Owner : Wee Mung Hua
Trainer : MH Wee
Jockey :  KY Yap
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Resourceful Handicap
Class 5 – 1200m
Date
:  12.5.2012
Owner : Good Brothers Stable
Trainer : SH Tan
Jockey : J De Souza

General Trong II Handicap
Class 5 – 1200m
Date
:  13.5.2012
Owner : Mdm Leong Phooi Chen
Trainer : SH Tan
Jockey : J De Souza

Winners’ Circle

CAREY ISLAND
Ringgit Handicap
Class 5 – 1200m
Date
: 13.5.2012
Owner : Raise Stable
Trainer : Osman Sidek
Jockey : J De Souza

TRIPLE KWAN
Aratunga Handicap
Class 5 – 1100m
Date
: 30.6.12
Owner : Triple Luck Stable
Trainer : S Liew
Jockey : WT Chung

SUBORDINATE
Korilya Stud Trophy
Class 4 – 1700m
Date
: 8.7.2012
Owner : Yamakazi Racing Stable
Trainer : K Coetzee
Jockey : J Shankar

JOE CZARINA
Gilang Gumilang Handicap
Class 4 – 1300m
Date
: 12.5.2012
Owner : Czarina Stable
Trainer : SH Tan
Jockey : S Sandana

ACE AMIGO
Lost Horizon II Handicap
Class 4 – 1600m
Date
:  1.7.2012
Owner : ACE & Midas Stable
Trainer : LN Danis
Jockey : J Nizam

NO UNCERTAINTY
Lorenzo Jewellery Trophy
Class 4 – 1300m
Date
: 8.7.2012
Owner : Partner Stable
Trainer : SH Tan
Jockey : A Nawawi

GOLDHILL WINNER
Thundercourt Handicap
Class 5 – 1100m
Date
: 30.6.2012
Owner : Benvin Stable
Trainer : R Lines
Jockey : HK Cheng

BLUE CENTRE
Perth Racing Trophy
Class 5 – 1400m
Date
: 7.7.2012
Owner : Unity Stable
Trainer : LN Danis
Jockey : WK Yan

KAWAN STREET
Mitavite Anniversary Cup
Class 4 – 1300m
Date
: 8.7.2012
Owner : Squire Stable
Trainer : N Azman
Jockey : K Eirwan
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the penang turf club
national horse show 2012
An Equine Extravaganza

P

enang Turf Club is once again hosting the
National Horse Show; an event Penangites
look forward to attend come end of the year.
From 30th November until 2nd December, all
the action will be happening live at the club grounds
where a host of activities have already been planned
(please note that the equestrian and farriery events
start a day earlier on 29th November).
Themed “An Equine Extravaganza”, the event
is expected to draw throngs of visitors to the club to
experience the various facets of equine sports and the
equine industry in a carnival atmosphere. A showcase
of Equestrian and Farriery competitions featuring
international riders will be happening daily at the
Upper Sand Ring. For first-timers, this event is a great
chance for both children and adults to get acquainted
with the sport. But the action does not end there --

breed displays, a petting zoo and a series of dog shows
by the Penang Agility Association will also be held as
part of the programme.
For the second year in a row, the Wildlife
and National Parks Department (Perhilitan) will
participate during the carnival in an exhibition of rare
Malaysian wildlife. For those who missed out last
year, this is the perfect opportunity to catch a glimpse
of the taxidermy wildlife which is bound to educate
and astound.
At the carnival and expo arena, popular rides such
as the Flying Phoenix will be making a comeback
where a new record for the longest time mounting
the mechanical horse is waiting to be set! Family
favourites include the carriage and pony rides,
balloonist, juggler, clowns, band performances and
many more surprises this year!

Equestrian and
Farriery Events

from 29th November 2012
Thursday

Carnival and
Expo Events

from 30th November 2012
Friday

National Horse Show

Bargain hunting at the bazaar is also one activity not to be
missed. Avid shoppers can look forward to a variety of stalls selling
small ticket items and even a charity jumble sale stall.
Some of Penang’s famous hawkers have also been invited to
cook up a storm at the food court where mouth-watering hawker
fare will be dished out.
An Equine Extravaganza will be perfect for family outings
during the year end school holidays. Mark your calendar for The
Penang Turf Club’s National Horse Show 2012: 30th November to
2nd December 2012*. Admission is free of charge.
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Chronology of Events

Significant milestones in the history of the Malayan Racing Association

rs
b racecou
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Captain Francis Light

1786

1805

1819

1826

1830
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Francis Light forms the British
Settlement on Penang Island
(Prince of Wales Island) in the
name of English East India
Company.
Penang is raised to the status
of a British Indian Presidency
under the East India Company.

1831

The capital of the Straits
Settlements is transferred from
Penang to Singapore.

1842

Establishment of the Singapore
Turf Club at Farrer Park.

1864

Establishment of the Penang
Turf Club at Jalan Macalister.

Stamford Raffles forms the
British Settlement on the Island
of Singapore.

1867

Penang, Malacca and Singapore
are joined together to form
the Presidency of the Straits
Settlements with its capital in
Penang.

Transfer of control of the Straits
Settlements from India to the
Colonial Office, London. The
opening of the Suez Canal.

1874

The Pangkor Engagement, by
which the British recognize Raja
Abdullah as Sultan of Perak
and impose a British adviser
(Resident) on him. British
adviser (Resident) imposed on
Selangor.

The Presidency of the Straits
Settlements is reduced to a
Residency under the direct
supervision of the East India
Company’s government at
Calcutta.

1886

First Perak Turf Club is
established in Taiping.

1896

Straits Racing Association is
established. Creation of the
Federated Malay States (Negeri
Sembilan, Pahang, Perak and
Selangor). Selangor Turf Club is
established in Ampang.

1921

First Penang Gold Cup.

1924

First Singapore Gold Cup.

1941

December — Japan invades
Malaya and Singapore.

1945

September — British forces land
in Penang and Singapore.
Racing resumes in Penang
Turf Club with Grand Victory
Meeting at Batu Gantong on
September 29.

1946

April — Singapore becomes
a separate crown colony from
Straits Settlements and Malay
States.

er Road
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1957

Birth of the Federation of
Malaya.

1961

Straits Racing Association
becomes Malayan Racing
Association. Racing (Totalisator
Board) Act, Federation of
Malaya — an Act to provide
for the establishment of a
Totalisator Board with the
powers to conduct betting,
equine research and to
establish, maintain and improve
the Malaysian Turf Clubs.

1963

g racecours

1999

September — Singapore Turf
Club moves to new racecourse
in Kranji. Twilight and night
racing begins.

2000

2002

Singapore, British North Borneo
and Sarawak join Malaya to
form the Malaysian Federation.

1965

Singapore separates from
Malaysia to become a Republic.

1993

Selangor Turf Club moves to
new racecourse at Sungei Besi.

Race

e in 1939

2003
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2005

First running of Singapore
Airlines International Cup.
Yang Di Pertua Negeri Gold
Cup becomes the first millionringgit race in Malaysia.

March — Youth and Sports
Minister Dato Azalina
Othman Said officiates at the
ground breaking ceremony
of the Penang International
Equestrian Centre.

2009

November — Penang Turf
Club members vote to build a
new ultra-modern racecourse.
Yang Di Pertua Negeri Gold
Cup stakes is raised to RM1.3
million.

Stakes for Malaysian Magic
Millions Classic raised to RM1
million, making Penang the
first club to host three millionringgit races.

2010

Refurbishment of the main
racing track.

2012

The grass training track
had undergone repair and
restoration works.

September — Astro Wah Lai Toi
sponsors Penang Sprint Trophy.
Stakes increased to RM1
million. Yang Di Pertua Negeri
Gold Cup stakes is raised to
RM1.35 million.
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Brief
History
of Penang

turf Club

The Penang Turf Club’s racetrack with the
Parade Ring in the foreground in 1980

T

David Brown, the first President
of Penang Turf Club

Datuk Lim Huck Aik, the longest
serving President of Penang Turf
Club
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here has been organised racing
in Penang for 148 years, with
the Penang Turf Club having
been founded in 1864.
But the first ponies from England
started to arrive in Penang (formerly
known as Prince of Wales Island) as
soon as Francis Light hoisted the Union
Jack in 1786 at the Esplanade in honour
of George, Prince of Wales, who later
became King George IV.
An oil painting by William
Daniell in 1818 (a year before the
founding of Singapore) shows the
view of North Beach from the Council
House, depicts clearly four horses on
the beach with their strappers.
However, the Sport of Kings
only took off with the establishment
of the Penang Turf Club. It was natural
that David Brown, a member of the
celebrated Gelugor family, should have
been the first President and that a son

of his, D A M Brown, should at the turn
of the century be Secretary and Clerk of
the Course and in due time President.
The Club received a free land
grant in Macalister Road for its course
of seven furlongs and 81 3/4 yards.
Here the first stands and buildings
of wood and attap were put up in
1869 and small annual meetings were
started. Prizemonies were never more
than $600 for the whole meeting then.
The racecourse became the
venue for recreation for the English
gentlemen and ladies as the sport was
confined exclusively to the Europeans.
Even then, the influence of the East was
prevalent as can be seen in a trophy
laced with Chinese dragons in 1878.
By 1898, Penang was holding two
meetings a year, two days in January
and two in July, known as the Spring
and Autumn races. Prizemoney for the
year totalled $5,950. Race days were

Club Info

usually on Wednesdays and Saturdays
and were declared public holidays in
the Straits Settlement of Penang.
Even the funicular hill railway
timetable was scheduled to coincide
with race days. Hence, the late trains
up the hill were on Wednesdays
and Saturdays. This practice was
discontinued only recently.

Horse statue created by sculptor Jonathan Knight

In 1900, new and substantial
stands were built. These were to serve
the Club for nearly 40 years until the
Club acquired its present 93-hectare
site for $250,000 at Batu Gantong in
1935.
At the three-day January meeting
in 1907, the stakes totalled   $26,000.
There were entries from the Federated
Malay States, Singapore, Burma,
the Netherlands Indies and India.
Membership was then 500.
Locals became involved in racing
by the turn of the century and among
the prominent Penang owners were
Dr P V Locke, Lee Toon Poon, Chung
Thye Siong and his brother Chung
Thye Pin, whose Devilment won the
Singapore Derby in 1905.   Chung
Thye Pin donated a cast-iron
water fountain to the Club in
1904. This fountain is now
relocated to the front of the

golf clubhouse.
World War I held up the growth
of racing throughout the region and it
had barely had time to get going again
before it was badly affected by the
Depression of the Thirties.
Nevertheless, Penang went ahead
with the purchase and construction
of the new course and stands at Batu
Gantong in a splendid setting. Work
was completed at a cost of $350,000 and
the course was opened on May 27, 1939
by J D Kemp, who was President when
work began in 1936.
The course is nine furlongs and 94
yards. The Club also has a golf course
with seven holes in the centre of the
course proper and 11 holes in adjoining
areas. The three-floor grandstand is
of the most modern design, giving all
seats a clear view of racing. There are
excellent totalisator and other facilities
and an infield indicator board. Racing
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can also be viewed from tea pavilions
for members and Ordinary Members.
When World War II broke out
there were over 100 horses in training
at Penang. Largely due to the efforts of
Ong Huck Lim, a prominent Chancery
lawyer who later became President of
the Club, racing managed to carry on
between 1942 and 1945.
With
Lieutenant
Colonel
Drake-Brockman, Ong worked on
rehabilitation after the war and they
were later joined by C D D Hogan, a
former President, in ensuring a return
to pre-war standards. Lee Toon Poon,
for many years a prominent supporter
of the Club, became President and he
was succeeded by Tan Sri Lee Tiang
Keng and Datuk Lim Huck Aik.
Datuk Lim was the longest
serving President, from November 1958
until his retirement in July 1982. He
must be remembered as the person
who is instrumental in turning the
Penang Turf Club from the verge of
bankruptcy (in those early days) to
what it is today.
The end of 1978 marked the
opening of the Grandstand Extension
Building which was built adjacent
to the existing grandstand. The new
grandstand is a commendable piece
of architecture that cost about RM4.5
million and took two years to build.
This extension, which provides seating
for 3,000 and standing room for 2,000,
brought the Club’s capacity to 8,000.
The new building with two tiers
of public gallery and split level rows
of chairs, gives an unobstructed view
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of racing. The top floor houses the
VIP suite, luxuriously finished with
boxed in windows and skylights that
allow for natural lighting of the lounge
behind the viewing boxes. There were
also cafeterias on the first and second
floors.
The year 1980 was a very
busy one for the Club. It marked the
complete installation of a closed-circuit
television system and also a new
computerised tote sell/pay system. In
December that year, the Yang Di
Pertua Negeri Gold Cup Meeting was
transmitted to the Perak Turf Club,
marking the first-ever “live” telecast of
races on the local circuit.
The year 2000 was also a
significant one for the Penang Turf
Club. Firstly, the Club co-hosted the
27th Asian Racing Conference with the
Singapore Turf Club.
The same year, the Club staged
the first million-ringgit race in Malaysia
with the running of the Yang Di Pertua
Negeri Gold Cup.

In 2003, Penang Turf Club
added a second million-ringgit race
to its calendar when prizemoney for
the Sprint Trophy was raised to RM1
million with the sponsorship of Astro
Wah Lai Toi.
In 2009, stakes for the Malaysian
Magic Millions Classic was raised to
RM1 million, making Penang Turf Club
the first to stages three million-ringgit
races in the country.
Refurbishment of the main
racing track commenced on 5 July 2010
and was completed on 31 December
2010. It was re-opened for racing in
March 2011. A total of RM16.5 million
was spent to re-turf and to improve the
drainage system of the race track.
The grass training track had
undergone repair and restoration
works from 1 January 2012. It was reopened for training in May 2012. With
these two upgrading works, Penang
Turf Club’s horse racing and training
tracks are considered to be one of the
best and safest tracks in the region.

Club Facilities

VIP Boxes & Corporate Boxes
Experience the thrills at the races and watch all the action live in the comforts of a private box

VIP Boxes

Corporate Boxes

Level 3, New Building

Level 2, O.M. Enclosure & Horseshoe Bistro

ON-COURSE RACES
RM1,200 per day

ON-COURSE RACES
RM950 per day

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

12 VIP box badges
3 ‘A’ car stickers
3 sets of car entry coupons
Complimentary tea, coffee & snacks during tea time
Complimentary race books

12 corporate box badges
3 ‘A’ car stickers
3 sets of car entry coupons
Complimentary tea, coffee & snacks during tea time
Complimentary race books

Dress Code
• Gentlemen – Business suit and tie
• Ladies – Dress or pant suit

Dress Code:
• Gentlemen – Smart casual
• Ladies – Smart casual

OFF-COURSE RACES
RM700 per day

OFF-COURSE RACES
RM700 per day

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

12 VIP box badges
3 ‘A’ car stickers
3 sets of car entry coupons
Complimentary tea, coffee & snacks during tea time

Dress Code
• Gentlemen – Smart casual
• Ladies – Smart casual

12 corporate box badges
3 ‘A’ car stickers
3 sets of car entry coupons
Complimentary tea, coffee & snacks during tea time

Dress Code:
• Gentlemen – Smart casual
• Ladies – Smart casual

Prices are subject to change | For more information and bookings, please contact Ms Jaime Lim at (604) 229 3233
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The Horseshoe Bistro
Located at Level 2 of the Club,
the Horseshoe Bistro is a
modern contemporary private
enclosure exclusively designed
to cater for large groups of
tourists who have purchased
the Tourist Package. It is also
available as a function space
to hold private parties and
corporate events.
TOURIST PACKAGE
The Tourist Package is a specially designed package
for visitors who are interested to attend the local races.
At RM48 per person, it includes:
• Admission ticket
• RM14 prepaid betting slips
• Club postcards and brochures
• Complimentary parking
Dress Code
• Gentlemen – Smart casual
• Ladies – Smart casual

The Tourist Package can be pre-purchased or purchased
on race days at the main entrance of the club.
Prices are subject to change.
Enquiries:
Please contact the following persons at (604) 229 3233.
Tourist Package - Ms Adeline Goh (Adelle) or Ms Adeline Khoo
Events at the Horseshoe Bistro - Ms Adeline Goh

The PNTC Museum
Take a trip down memory lane where the
Club’s oldest and fondest are housed
From antique trophies, cups and other valuables to
paraphernalia like badges, admission tickets, race books
and racing calendars dating back to 1912; a wide range of
artefacts can be found in the museum located at the
Ground Floor of the Club.
Take the opportunity to browse through the exhibits on oncourse race days and learn more about the history of the club.
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Club Facilities

The PTC
Golf Section
A 18-hole golf course nestled within the
grounds of the club

Established in 1948, the golf course was constructed under the supervision of Tom Verity, a former professional at the Royal
Selangor Golf Club. The course started with 9 holes in 1966 and later expanded to 18 holes with 9 holes constructed within the
racing tracks, the most unique feature of the course.

Course Information
• 18 holes Par 68
• Men: 5117 metres, slope rating: 119,
course rating: 66.8
• Ladies: 4468 metres, slope rating: 118,
course rating: 68.1
• Turf: Cow grass on fairways and rough
Serangoon on greens

Operational Hours
Driving range
Monday – Wednesday
(Closed Thursday – Sunday & Public Holidays)
8:30am – 12:00noon
3:00pm – 7:00pm

Fees & Charges
Green Fees for 18 holes
Weekdays
• Visitors (walk-in)
• Guests of Members

RM95.40 (RM90 + 6% Gov Tax)
RM74.20 (RM70 + 6% Gov Tax)

Weekends & Public Holidays
• Visitors (walk-in)
• Guests of Members

RM180.20 (RM170 + 6% Gov Tax)
RM116.60 (RM110 + 6% Gov Tax)

Other Charges
• Caddy Fees (compulsory)
• Insurance
• Golf Set Rental

RM45.00 (RM40.00 + RM5.00 (caddy fund))
RM  3.00
RM50.00

For more information, please call the Golf Section at (604) 226 6701,
fax (604) 226 6535
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PNTC
Equestrian
Centre
Your chance to ride in style amidst
nature’s most untainted environment

Strategically located in the heart of Georgetown, the Penang Turf Club
Equestrian Club provides equestrian facilities for both the leisure and
performance rider. It is a riding school to best introduce you to the world
of dressage, show jumping and good horsemanship by qualified coaches.

Horse Riding Packages & Fee Structure
ORIENTATION Level Horse Management Course
(Compulsory)
• 32 hour course inclusive of assessment.  
• Certificate of Attendance upon completion of course.
• RM371.00 per person (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax and
RM180.00 registration with Majlis Ekuin Malaysia)
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BEGINNERS Riding Package
• Tailored to suit a group of two or more beginners/riders
wishing to resume riding after a long break.  
• Approximately 40 minutes per session with 25- 30
minutes of riding lesson.
• RM498.20 for a package of 8 lessons
(inclusive of 6% Gov Tax)

Club Facilities

PNTC Equestrian Club (PNTCEC) Registration
Adult

Child (Below 18 years of age)

Registration (one-off)

RM100

RM  50

Annual Fee

RM  50

RM  50

“O” Level Horse Management
(Compulsory for all newly registered riders)

RM371

RM371

Total

RM521

RM471

Penang Equestrian Association (PEA) Membership
Adult

Child (Below 18 years of age)

Registration (one-off)

RM100

RM  30

Annual Fee

RM100

RM  30

Total

RM200

RM  60

Payment for PEA membership registration can be made with
En Nazari Bakharin (Secretary) at 012-472 1509 or Mr Charlie See (Treasurer) at 017-477 5222

Operational Hours
• Tuesday to Saturday
7:00am – 12:00noon
2:00pm – 6:00pm

• Sunday
Riding For The Disabled
8:00am – 10:00am

• Monday
Rest Day

Other Services (Enquire within)
• Carriage rental services for wedding ceremonies,
photography and special functions.
• Organised field trips to the Equestrian Centre.
• Riding For The Disabled Programme.
For more information and bookings, please contact the
Equestrian Centre Office at (604) 827 6598, Johari 016-410 0807,
Edric 012-380 5769 and Pauline 016-626 1972

STANDARD Riding Package

ADVANCED Riding Package

• Caters to a group of two or more riders combined,
according to the riders’ level of competency and age.
Riders at this level should be able to ride independently.
• Approximately 40 minutes per session with 25-30
minutes of riding lesson.
• RM424.00 for a package of 8 lessons (inclusive of 6% Gov
Tax)
• RM254.40 for a package of 8 lessons (inclusive of 6% Gov
Tax) for Ordinary Members of PNTC

• Suitable for competitive riders who require
improvements on their standards and riding skills.
• Lessons are either in groups of 2 - 4 riders or on
individual basis.  
• Approximately 40 minutes per session
• RM538.60 for a package of 8 lessons (inclusive of 6% Gov
Tax)
• RM90.10 per session (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax) for
Private Lessons
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Club bungalow
at Penang Hill
Retreat from the world to the
stunning Penang Hill and discover
a tranquil haven
The Penang Turf Club bungalow, warm and inviting, stands
in all of its charm, more than 500 metres above sea level.
Located a mere ten-minute walk from the Viaduct Funicular
Train Station, the club’s bungalow is peacefully tucked away
amidst the very best nature has to offer - lush greenery and
fresh cool air.
The bungalow embraces a splendour of old-world design;
its living area, dining hall and bedrooms are all seamlessly
integrated, allowing natural light to flow through the entire
bungalow, creating a sense of tranquillity and open space.
With a bird’s eye view of Penang island, its beautifully
landscaped garden is adorned with an abundance of colourful
rose bushes in bloom. Definitely a sight to behold!

View from Penang Hill, photo courtesy of Leong Chee Kheong

Club Facilities

Bungalow Amenities
• Fully furnished master bedroom with King sized bed and en suite
equipped with shower stalls and water heater
• Two other fully furnished bedrooms with:
–  King sized bed
–  Queen sized and one bunk bed
• Fully equipped common bathroom and toilet facilities
• Spacious living area complete with television with satellite channels,
DVD player and Karaoke machine
• Dining hall which fits a minimum of eight persons
• A fully equipped kitchen

Additional Comforts
• Refrigerator
• Ironing board and iron

• Washing machine
• Catering services on request

Recreational Facilities
• Outdoor BBQ
• Carrom set and table
• Various board games
and playing cards

• Mahjong set and table
• Table tennis

Rental Rates*
		
		
2 Nights Weekend Package

RM400

Check In
2.00pm

Check Out
12.00noon

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

Monday

3 Nights Weekend Package

RM600

Friday

Monday

Weekdays

RM200

Monday - Thursday

Next Day

Friday / Saturday / Sunday

RM250

per night

Eve of Public Holidays

RM250

per night

Public Holidays

RM250

per night

School Holidays

RM250

per night

*Terms & Conditions
1. Available for rental to Penang Turf Club Ordinary Members (OM) only.
2. Bookings must be made at least 2 weeks in advance and will only be accepted with full
payment.
3. A security deposit of RM500.00 will be applicable with each booking. This deposit shall be
used to make good against any property damages howsoever caused by the member or his
guest(s) during period of stay.
4. A cancellation charge equivalent to a night’s stay (RM200.00 or RM250.00) shall be
charged for any cancellation made after booking has been confirmed and/or accepted by the
Club.
5. Please note that all bookings are subject to availability.
6. Priority will be given to the Club’s functions and activities

Prices are subject to change | For more information and bookings, please contact Mr Tan Boon Kuan at (604) 229 3233
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