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Editor’s 
NotE

L
ast year had been a memorable year for us when 
we commemorated our 150th Anniversary. The 
anniversary was suitably celebrated by many 
events to mark the once in a lifetime occasion. With 
the festivities now behind us, 2015 will be another 

milestone for the Club. We however greet this year with 
trepidation and foreboding as the golden goose that has 
been laying the golden eggs has fallen on hard times. 
Our losses since 2013 has been unprecedented and are 
still mounting as of today. We have been struggling 
to stay on even keel since our funding and subsidies 
had been completely cut following the termination of 
the totalisator agreements by the authorised agent, 
Pan malaysian Pools. The Turf Clubs have initiated 
legal proceedings in the courts for their rightful dues 
and the outcome will not be known for some time. 
Nevertheless, the show must go on, albeit we have now 
to survive on our reserves in these difficult times.  

for the new racing season, the Club has maintained 
24 race days in the mRA racing calendar and had 
announced an increase of stakesmoney in classes 3, 
4 and 5 races to be held in Penang with effect from  
march 1, 2015. The club is also offering owners of 
Penang based–horses the PNTC Winning Owner 
incentive	Bonus	(woiB).	to	qualify	for	the	woiB,	the	

horse must be in a Penang Turf Club stable and trained 
by a Penang based trainer for at least 30 days.  

The Annual General meeting on April 13, 2015 
saw the whole Committee returned to office with the  
support	 and	 endorsement	 of	 92.65%	 of	 the	 club’s	
membership.  This annual exercise to elect Committee 
members has been going on for a century and a half 
and has seen many Committees come and gone in 
the process but our core business i.e. horse racing 
has remained intact thus far. Although times have  
changed, the Committee is duty bound to perpetuate 
the legacy of horseracing for as long as the Club exists.

Come November, the Club is hosting the 
international	 horse	 Show	 showcasing	 an	 equestrian	
extravaganza with horseback archery, horse exposition 
and	 a	 bazaar	 for	 horse	 enthusiasts.	 this	 equestrian	
event will be held from November 26 to 29, 2015. This 
horse carnival is for the whole family and should not be 
missed. The Club will wrap up the 2015 racing season 
with the yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup race and the 
grand annual dinner for our members in december.



In 2014 PTC did not make the trip to Bangkok because of 
unforeseen circumstances. The Club once again in 2015 
organised a trip to Bangkok for the reciprocal race with 
the Royal Turf Club of Thailand.

The group of eighty-one Ordinary members and Staff 
were led by Committee members, dato Seri Teh Choon Beng 
and mr. Saw lip Khai. We grouped on time at the Penang 
International Airport with excitement. The group landed 
safely on Suvarnbhumi International Airport and was 
warmly greeted by the representatives from Royal Turf Club 
of Thailand.

upon arrival at Bangkok, the members boarded two 
coaches to King Power Complex restaurant for buffet lunch 
that served sumptuous Thai delicacies with a puppet show 
performance. King Power Complex is a duty free complex, 

some members started to enjoy shopping for branded items. 
In the afternoon, we checked into the Pathumwan Princess 
hotel on the mBK Centre.

In the evening of 10th 
January 2015, it was truly and 
incredible experience to spend 
a cocktail dinner in a revolving 
restaurant with a scenic view 
at the Grand China Princess 
hotel. The dinner was hosted 
by General and mrs Boonlert 
Kaewprasit coupled with the 
Committee members of “Royal 
Turf Club of Thailand”. The 
entertainment for the evening 

BANGKOK TRIP
Reciprocal Race with The Royal Turf Club 
of Thailand on 10th to 13th January 2015
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was performed by two-piece band plus Karaoke singing that 
were enjoyed by the members.

On 11th January 2015, whilst some golfers were transferred 
to vintage Golf Course with the journey of approximately 
one and half hour drive from the hotel for their golfing 
session. Committee members dato Seri Teh Choon Beng, 
dato dr henry Ooi, Saw lip Khai, lee Kean Teong and Teoh 
mei Shean headed the group to Royal Turf Club racecourse. 
Penang	turf	club’s	reciprocal	race	was	held	in	race	6.	Penang	
Turf Club sponsored the Trophy and prize money worth of 
Thai Baht 300,000.00. Committee members, dato Seri Teh 
Choon Beng, dato dr henry Ooi and mr. Saw lip Khai were 
also invited for the prize presentation ceremony which was 
won by Bahula.

In the evening, the golfers joined the race-goers for dinner 
at the racecourse. They were hosted to an authentic Thai 
food buffet dinner accompanied by a two-piece band with 
Karaoke. It was a memorable time for members of the two 
Turf Clubs. All present enjoyed themselves very much.
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Reported by : Ms. Kok Lai Yin

On day 3, 12th January 2015, the 
twenty seven golfers continued to play 
golf at Thana City Golf Course and it 
was led by mr Saw lip Khai.

for the non-golfers, it was a free-
and-easy day for the group, they 
shopped and toured the city on their 
own.

during the last night of the Bangkok 
trip, a farewell dinner was thrown by 
General and mrs Boonlert Kaewprasit 
and representatives of the Royal Turf 
Club of Thailand at Somboon Seafood 
Restaurant. The dinner was served 
with a delicious feast of local Thai 
menu and members were entertained 
with Karaoke singing that ended with 
the	famous	thai	song	of	‘Loi	Katong’.

Before we realised it, we were on 
the last day, 13th January 2015. Again, 

the twenty golfers continued to enjoy 
their golfing session at Windmill Golf 
Course and later had adjourned to the 
Airport to join the rest of the group. 
While the other of the members had 
another pretty easy day discovering 
the busy city with more shopping and 
delicious Thai food.

undeniably, this trip had been very 
successful and had strengthening racing 
ties with our Thailand counterparts. As 
for the tour, all members were most 
pleased that it was carefully planned 
and well executed by the team. 

We landed safely at Penang 
International Airport. We were 
physically exhausted, but were very 
happy as it was indeed a wonderful 
trip.
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CluB NeWS

Penang	turf	club’s	sponsorship	made	it	possible	for	around	500	senior	citizens	to	enjoy	
a day up Penang hill in celebration of International day of the elderly on Nov 2, 2014.

yang di-Pertua Negeri Pulau Pinang Tun dato Seri utama (dr) haji Abdul Rahman bin 
haji Abbas was present at the event organised by Rose Charities malaysia and Penang hill 
Corporation.

Three centenarians were among the elderly persons from 12 charitable homes who 
enjoyed	 the	 day’s	 outing,	 the	 oldest	 among	 them	was	 105-year-old	 goon	 cheong	 from	
Rumah Sejahtera Permatang Tinggi.

it	was	the	first	time	he	had	travelled	up	the	hill	on	the	funicular	train.	“i’m	happy	to	
be	able	to	take	part	in	the	event.	i’ve	been	through	many	hardships	which	have	helped	to	
make me a better man,” he said. “I migrated to malaysia from China in 1929 and I worked 
as a sailor most of my life.”

Rose Charities Chairman lawrence Cheah said the corporation reserved the centre train 
which took seven trips to bring all the senior citizens up the hill.

The senior citizens were treated to cultural performances and each of them also received 
a goodie bag.

earlier, at a press conference to announce the event at Komtar, Penang Turf Club 
Assistant Club Secretary Goh Su yen and events & Communications manager Adeline Goh 
Kim	Looi	represented	the	club	in	presenting	a	cheque	for	the	event	which	was	received	by	
State Welfare, Caring Society and environment Committee Chairman Phee Boon Poh.

Phee Boon Poh (in coat) receiving a mock cheque from Goh Su Yen. Next to Goh is Adeline Goh Kim Looi

Joyful day at the Hill
Senior citizens enjoy day out in 

Penang Hill thanks to Penang Turf Club
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negeri gold cup meeting dinner 2014
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Trophies for 
Champions
Final MRA Champion Awards for 
Malaysia presented in Penang 

Joe Czarina (Falvelon - Czarina by Royal Academy) became the first 
Penang trained horse in many years to be named Champion 
horse malaysia.
The Australian gelding raced just seven times last year for two 

wins and a third. he was third to Rush in the PNTC 150th Anniversary 
Cup (1,200m) and did not race again for the rest of the season after 
winning the Swettenham Stud Sprint Trophy.

The mRA Champion Awards were handed out for the last time 
for the 2014 season on march 1, 2015 in Penang, signalling the end of 
a long standing tradition.

Beautiful Choice (Super Istana - Bliss by Serheed) was named 
malaysian Bred Champion horse for the fifth consecutive year, a 
remarkable feat for the rising eight-year-old who picked up two wins 
in 12 starts during the season including the OCK Cup (enrich Stakes 
A - 1,600m) in Penang on August 17.

Penang Turf Club Committee Member Saw Lip Khai presenting the Malaysian Bred 
Champion Horse trophy to trainer Wong Kong Fatt

Champion Apprentice Jocky Tham Kin Chong 
receiving his trophy from Perak Turf Club 
Committee Member Velluppillai Williams

Penang Turf Club Committee Member John Alexander Rodgers 
presenting the Champion Horse Malaysia trophy to Dato Dr 

Kenny Ong Kean Lee

Selangor Turf Club Committee Member 
Tunku Dato Seri Shahabuddin presenting the 

Champion Jockey trophy to Jose De Souza
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TuRf NeWS

Trainer Bonny Ng receives the Champion Trainer trophy 
on behalf of Richard Lines from Perak Turf Club Deputy 
Chairman Dato Cheah Choon King

Penang Turf Club President Dato Ong Eng Khuan presenting the Champion Owner 
trophy to En. Mohamed Morli bin Baharu who represented Lucky Nine Stable

Trained by Wong Kong fatt, Beautiful Choice was also second to 
Mystic Power in the Rm350,000 Selangor Gold Cup in April and third to 
Littlebitofjoy in the Rm125,000 Charity Cup (1,800m) in November.

Richard lines continued his domination of the training scene by 
winning his fourth Champion Trainer malaysia title by saddling 60 
winners during the year.

After finishing second in 2012 and third in 2013, Brazilian jockey 
Jose de Souza outclassed the rest of the pack when he booted home 75 
winners to win the Champion Jockey title, 28 ahead of second-placed Jai 
Shankar, the title holder in 2013.

Tham Kin Chong emerged as the top apprentice last year when he 
booted home 26 winners in just his second season in the saddle.

The leading owner last year was lucky Nine Stable.
Representatives of the three malaysian Turf Clubs were present for 

the presentation of the mRA Champion Awards 2014.

THe LiST oF winneRS:
•		malaysian	Bred	champion	horse	-	Beautiful	choice
•		champion	horse	malaysia	-	Joe	czarina
•		champion	apprentice	Jockey	malaysia	-	tham	Kin	chong
•		champion	Jockey	malaysia	-	Jose	De	Souza
•		champion	trainer	malaysia	-	richard	Lines
•		champion	owner	malaysia	-	Lucky	nine	Stable
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Milestones Galore

four years after Astro ended 
their sponsorship of the Sprint 
Trophy, Penang Turf Club 

secured a new sponsor last year when 
Swettenham	 Stud,	 one	 of	 australia’s	
premier establishments, lent their 
support to the 1,400m sprint.

As it turned out, Penang Turf Club 
had double the reason to celebrate 
the occasion when locally trained Joe 
Czarina (Falvelon - Czarina by Royal 
Academy) romped to victory, providing 
trainer dr Tan Swee hock with his first 
success in the Sprint Trophy.

In 2013, the Sprint Trophy provided 
a watershed moment for seven-time 
malaysian champion jockey Azhar 
Ismail. for all his successes in the 
saddle, Azhar had — until last year — 
won every big race in malaysia except 
the Sprint Trophy.

It was not surprising, therefore, 
that Azhar was grinning from ear to 
ear when he returned to the winning 

enclosure astride Good Baby (bay 
Australian gelding by Hussonet - Secret 
Haze by Danehill) in the 1,400m classic.

2012	 also	 saw	 another	 ‘first’	when	
Mr Raffles (brown New Zealand gelding 
by Storm Creek - Force Fillee by Foxbay) 
scored a runaway win to become the 
first Singapore trained runner to win 
the Sprint Trophy since the resumption 
of cross-border racing in 2005.

history was created in 2011 when 
the locally trained Eagle (Clangalang 
- Unbeatable by Casual Lies) and Blue 
Tosca (Canny Lad - Desert Bride by Desert 
King) battled to a deadheat in the 
Sprint Trophy, a first in the history of 
the event which was first run in 1981.

It was a sensational start to a new 
chapter in the history of the race as it 
was run on the re-surfaced track for the 
first time.

from 1999, the Sprint Trophy was 
dogged by three cancellations due to 
adverse	 weather	 and	 the	 consequent	
unsafe track conditions, the first 
occasion in 1999 and the second time 
in 2007.

Joe Czarina gives trainer Dr Tan Swee Hock his first win in the Sprint Trophy last year

Good Baby coasting to a runaway win last year

Last few years saw many ‘first’ in the rich history 
of the Sprint Trophy
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In 2008, the Sprint Trophy weekend 
was called off and the big race was re-
scheduled and held during the Gold 
Cup meeting in december. Cheyenne 
Dancer (brown Australian gelding by 
Indian Danehill - Daylight Hour by Brief 
Truce), then trained in Kuala lumpur 
and had captured a cross-border race 
at Kranji that year, proved his class 
once again to lead all the way for a 
convincing win.

One of the major highlights in the 
series was when Captain Obvious (grey 
Australian gelding by Verglas - Shathor 
by Tirol) scored the biggest win seen in 
any classic on the local turf when he 
trounced the opposition by 12 lengths 
in the Sprint Trophy in 2010. Captain 
Obvious won 10 races in malaysia before 
conquering	Singapore	and	Dubai.

After the running of the Sprint 
Trophy that year, Penang Turf Club 
undertook to re-lay the main track at the 
Batu Gantong racecourse immediately 
after the Sprint Trophy meeting and 
for 10 months Penang meetings were 
either held in Ipoh or Kuala lumpur.

Although the Sprint Trophy has the 
shortest history of the major sprints in 
malaysia,	it	quickly	became	the	richest,	
the most eagerly awaited sprint each 
season.

But it is interesting to note that 
sixteen years after retiring from 
training, dato Seri Teh Choon Beng still 
holds the record for the most number 
of victories in the Sprint Trophy series.

After the success of Sovereign Escort 
II (chestnut Irish horse by St Chad - 
Alynda), trained by the late lee Seng 
hap, in the inaugural running, Teh 
quickly	 made	 his	 mark	 in	 the	 series	
with Ten Hugs (grey english gelding 
by Comedy Star - Maid Of Honour) the 
following year. That was the only two 
years the Sprint Trophy was run as a 
handicap. The Sprint Trophy was then 
staged as a weight-for-age until 2009 
when it became a set-weights event.

After his initial success with Ten 
Hugs, Teh chalked up his second win 
in the series with Teetoy (dark bay or 
brown American horse by Blade - Good 
Tee Shot by Advocator) in 1986. Teetoy 
had raced in the united Kingdom 
before coming over to malaysia. 

Batman (grey New Zealand gelding 
by Godswalk - Orchid Vale by Gallant Man), 
one of the best horses Teh ever trained, 
romped to victory in 1989, making maree 
lyndon the first-ever woman jockey to 
win the series. Batman was to repeat the 
success two years later, this time with 
Kim Clapperton on board.

TuRf NeWS

Singapore entry Mr Raffles triumphs in 2012

Clapperton became the first jockey 
to win the Sprint Trophy twice, the 
second time was in 1993, on the Teh-
trained Beta Ray Bill (brown New 
Zealand gelding by Sound Reason - 
Dentine by Noble Bijou).

The next successful trainer was 
malcolm Thwaites whose initial 
success came in 1988 when He’s 
Dawan (chestnut American gelding by 
Coulee Man - Stroll by Walkers) literally 
frightened away his potential rivals. 
Only five horses took on the champion 
sprinter who coasted home by six-and-
a-half lengths without being extended.

In 1995 and 1996, Thwaites scored 
back-to-back wins with Fischer 
(chestnut Australian gelding by Al 
Khawaaneeg - Wayette Coghlin by Youth) 
and the gelding triumphed again in 
1998 and is the only three-time winner 
of the Sprint Trophy.

The early years of the Sprint Trophy 
produced some surprising results.

When the Sprint Trophy was 
switched from a handicap to a 
weight-for-age event, the “stayers” 
immediately began to have their say 
as well. That year, proven stayer 
Andermatt (bay New Zealand gelding 
by Amalgam - Aminona by Oakville) 
upset the champion sprinter Added 
Advantage II (bay Irish horse by Welsh 
Saint - Shade by Gratitude).

The next great stayer to triumph 
was St Gallen (bay New Zealand 
gelding by Decies - Aminona by Oakville), 
a half-brother to Andermatt and twice 
winner of the yang di-Pertua Negeri 
Gold Cup (2,200m) and a Singapore 
Gold Cup (2,200m) winner, who won 
by eight-and-a-half lengths in 1987!

Then there was Colonial Chief (bay 
New Zealand gelding by Vice Regal - 
Gold Seine by Gold Sovereign), winner of 
the mRA Cup over 2,000m in 1988 and 
the Singapore Gold Cup the following 
year, who romped home by seven 
lengths in 1990.

Confidence V (chestnut Australian 
gelding by Serheed - Cherie Avion by 
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Captain’s Wings) is another stayer who 
made his mark in 1997 and for three 
years running from 2001, the “stayers” 
also made the race their own.

Smooth Sailing (bay New Zealand 
gelding by Kinjite - Quiescent by 
Gleam Machine), who has been placed 
in the yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold 
Cup (2,200m) and Tunku Gold Cup 
(2,000m), out-sprinted the rest to win 
in 2001.

In 2002, Opposing Force (chestnut 
New Zealand gelding by Jetball - Delia’s 
Choice by Sir Tristram), winner of two 
Perak derby over 2,400m, stormed 
home on the extreme outside of the 
track to score an emphatic win.

Champion mare Confluence (bay 
or brown New Zealand mare by Paris 
Opera - Tristrams Jewel by Sir Tristram) 
outshone everyone else to win in 2003 
after having won the Selangor Gold 
Cup over 2,000m.

The Sprint Trophy became the 
richest sprint and the second richest 
race in malaysia with prizemoney of 
Rm700,000 in 2000. That year, Seaside 
Bank (chestnut Australian gelding by 
Sikorsky - Casper Lady by Christmas Tree) 
emerged victorious after a thrilling 

duel with Endanger (brown Australian 
gelding by Danehill - Hyeres by Gay 
Mecene).

Prizemoney of the Sprint Trophy 
was raised to Rm750,000 in 2002 and the 
Penang Turf Club created history with 
the sponsorship of Astro Wah lai Toi in 
2003 when they were able to push the 
total prizemoney to Rm1million. That 
year, Confluence (bay or brown New 
Zealand mare by Paris Opera - Tristrams 
Jewel by Sir Tristram), ridden by Oscar 
Chavez, scored a memorable win.

Chavez, who rode Confluence to 
victory	in	2003,	was	back	in	the	winner’s	
circle in 2005 when he partnered Hunii 
(black/brown Australian gelding by 
Clay Hero - Arvada Miss by Osmunda) 
to victory, stealing a run on Flying 
Diamond (brown Australian gelding 
by Telesto - Innocente by Centaine) who 
flashed home too late to catch the 
winner.

After the retirement of Teh, Richard 
lines became the first Penang trainer to 
win the Sprint Trophy when Opposing 
Force triumphed in 2002 and frank 
maynard captured his first classic on 
the local turf when he saddled Jeram 
New Village to victory in 2005. maynard 
repeated the success with Cheyenne 
Dancer in 2008 when he was based at 
Sungei Besi. Incidentally, Opposing Force 
was purchased by Teh for NZ$70,000 as 
a yearling.

In 2009, the Sprint Trophy was 
run at set-weights for the first time, 
in line with most other classic races in 
malaysia.

Prizemoney for the Sprint Trophy 
was reduced to Rm500,000 in 2011 but 
the excitement on the track continues 
at Batu Gantong each year the Sprint 
Trophy comes around as it is the time 
of the year when foreign dignitaries 
and visitors gather in Penang for the 
big race.

Eagle and Blue Tosca (white cap) storm home on the extreme outside for a historic deadheat in 2011

The biggest winning margin in the Sprint 
Trophy was recorded by Captain Obvious in 2010
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SPRINT TROPHY WINNERS
(Race Known As Astro Wah Lai Toi Sprint Trophy From 2003-2010)

YEAr HorsE oWNEr WGt dist. tiME JoCKEY trAiNEr

1981 Sovereign Escort II 
(IRE)

Ng’s Stable 49.5 1400m 1:24.8 L Khoo S H Lee

1982 Ten Hugs (GB) Auric Stable 51 1400m 1:25.1 R Rajoo Teh Choon Beng

1983 Andermatt (NZ) Equus Stable 57 1400m 1:22.9 T Lucas I W Allan

1984 Our Saint (NZ) Agasam Stable 57 1400m 1:23.2 T S Chiam G Bougoure

1985 Happiness II (GB) Triomphe Stable 58.5 1400m 1:28.2 M Johnston K Leong

1986 Teetoy (USA) Goodman Stable 56 1400m 1:24.3 P Johnson Teh Choon Beng

1987 St Gallen (NZ) Equus Stable 58.5 1400m 1:29.2 L Danis C Read

1988 He’s Dawan (USA) He’s Dawan Stable 58.5 1400m 1:25.7 T Lucas M Thwaites

1989 Batman (NZ) Auric & Olympia Stable 56 1400m 1:29.7 M Lyndon Teh Choon Beng

1990 Colonial Chief (NZ) Promise Stable 58.5 1400m 1:26.1 K L Oo I W Allan

1991 Batman (NZ) Auric & Olympia Stable 57 1400m 1:22.4 K Clapperton Teh Choon Beng

1992 The Kingfighter (AUS) Selangor Stable 58.5 1400m 1:27.9 S Y Leong J Ho

1993 Beta Ray Bill (NZ) Auric Stable 57.5 1400m 1:23.1 K Clapperton Teh Choon Beng

1994 Kim Kim II (NZ) Kimmui’s Stable 58.5 1400m 1:22.8 I Albuino J Brink

1995 Fischer (AUS) Eres Tu Stable 57 1400m 1:26.9 R Woodworth M Thwaites

1996 Fischer (AUS) Eres Tu Stable 58.5 1400m 1:26.9 S Y Leong M Thwaites

1997 Confidence V (AUS) Confidence Stable 58.5 1400m 1:28.8 S Price F Nathan

1998 Fischer (AUS) Eres Tu Stable 58.5 1400m 1:22.5 J Saimee M Thwaites

1999 Race cancelled due to adverse track conditions

2000 Seaside Bank (AUS) Winning Stable 58 1400m 1:24.6 D O’Heare K C Tiang

2001 Smooth Sailing (NZ) Resourceful Stable 58 1400m 1:23.8 K K Loh B Chua

2002 Opposing Force (NZ) Revenge Stable 58 1400m 1:30.1 S H Lee R Lines\

2003 Confluence (NZ) Confidence Stable 56.5 1400m 1:30.1 O Chavez F Nathan

2004 Hunii (AUS) Jackpot Stable 58 1400m 1:22.5 O Chavez M Breukelen

2005 Jeram New Village 
(NZ)

Gold Plus Stable 58 1400m 1:23.7 L Sofhan F Maynard

2006 Triple Happy (AUS) Mdm Kong Sau Leng 57.5 1400m 1:24.6 C Segeon S Liew

2007 Race cancelled due to adverse track conditions

2008 Cheyenne Dancer  
(AUS)

Cheyenne Stable 58 1400m 1:23.2 R Burnett F Maynard

2009 Triple Luck (AUS) Mdm Kong Sau Leng 56 1400m 1:33.6 K Eirwan S Liew

2010 Captain Obvious 
(AUS)

Milton Stable 54 1400m 1:24.11 R Woodworth K L Chong

2011 Blue Tosca (AUS) Blue Grass Stable 52 1400m 1:22.21 M Wepner S Cook

Eagle (AUS) Mdm Tey Pei Geok 53 J Low T Gillespie

2012 Mr Raffles (NZ) Raffles Racing Stable 55.5 1400m 1:24.18 G Cheyne M Freedman

2013 Good Baby (AUS) Golden Knight Stable 57 1400m 1:26.25 I Azhar K Coetzee

2014 Joe Czarina (AUS) Czarina Stable 54 1400m 1:22.90 W K Yan S H Tan

(2014 Sprint Trophy sponsored by Swettenham Stud)
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A new dawn for the country’s equine industry with cultural festival

ShowcaSing china’S 
equine culture

The	china	 equine	cultural	 Festival	 (cecF)	 held	 the	 national	 jockey	 invitation	 races	 at	
the Zhejiang Nine dragons hill Polo and Jockey Club in the outskirts of Shanghai on 
october	 12,	 2014.	china’s	 equine	 culture	has	 a	 rich	history	 and	 is	 reflected	 in	 its	 arts,	
music, paintings, sculptures and Chinese folklore. horses have long been extolled as 

symbols of strength, beauty and nobility. The CeCf Invitation races were to highlight the potential 
of Chinese jockeys for future and international races in China and abroad.

four races were held with the prizemoney of RmB500,000 (Rm293,000) for each of the races.  
All the thoroughbreds were imports from Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, france and Great 
Britain. Two foreign jockeys, darryll holland and david flores from mexico, who was then riding 
riding in Singapore, participated in the races. The CeCf races were preceded by a gala dinner 
in West Shanghai at the Jing An Shangri-la hotel. The dinner commenced with a horse cultural 
show extravaganza combined with the Beijing Opera, Chinese traditional music and fashion show 
showcasing horse culture in Chinese history for the last 5,000 years.

The presentation of the Longines Mile at the China Equine Cultural Festival
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The CeCf had earlier arranged for all their guests on a river cruise on the huangpu River in 
the yangtze estuary and a walk around the famous scenic Bund to gaze at the heritage buildings 
and the skyscrapers of Pudong. There was an organised tour to the Jade Buddha Temple and a visit 
to the Tian Zi fang, Xin Tian di, a fashionable district of the former Shanghai french Concession.  

china	 horse	 club	 (chc)	 is	 established	 at	 the	 time	 when	 china’s	 equine	 industry	 is	 just	
beginning	 to	 develop.	 it’s	 founder	 is	 teo	ah	 Khing,	 a	malaysian	 architect	 who	 designed	 and	
built the iconic multi-billion meydan Racecourse in dubai. he is committed to the development 
of thoroughbred racing in China as he has the advantage of having close connections with the 
maktoums and to Coolmore in Ireland. he made history to become the first malaysian ever to win 
the mother of all derbys, the epsom derby in england with Australia (Galileo – Ouija Board by Cape 
Cross) in 2014 in 2014. 

many	people	are	anxious	to	see	what	path	and	form	the	chinese	equine	industry	will	take.	one	
major restriction is the lack of legal betting which means the horse industry will find it difficult to 
sustain itself financially. however, some say China will take the path of the middle east where the 
industry	is	funded	not	by	betting	but	disposal	income	of	the	super	rich.	Judging	by	china’s	sheer	
population, if 1% of the Chinese middle-class consumers own and ride horses, the leisure industry 
is bound to be huge. The China horse Club is in the process of facilitating horse ownership and 
promoting	 breeding	 of	 horses.	 the	 recent	 increase	 in	 equestrian	 events	 in	 china	 has	 attracted	
media	attention	with	national	broadcasts	on	cctV.	these	equestrian	events	are	expected	to	grow	
and there is always the hope of betting regulations to be relaxed by the Chinese authorities and if 
that should happen, the sky will be the limit.

The CeCf successfully ran the richest race in Singapore with stakes of S$3.05 million for the 
CeCf Singapore Cup during the Chinese lunar New year. It will be a matter of time before CeCf 
extends the glamour of racing to the Chinese to the other sister clubs of the mRA in the not too 
distant future.

Report by Dato ong eng Khuan

Dato Ong Eng Khuan with China Horse Club founder Teo Ah Khing
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It’s a home run
Yastrzemski gets first big win in Yang Di-Pertua negeri Gold Cup

Although he won three races at Kranji, Yastrzemski 
(Keeper - Passive Rose by Zabeel) never rose to 
great heights in Singapore, considering that he 
cost NZ$145,000 as a yearling.

But since crossing the causeway to join trainer frank 
maynard in Kuala lumpur and after being on the sidelines 
for more than 16 months, the New Zealand gelding named 
after	hall	of	Fame	baseball	player	carl	Yastrzemski	quickly	
made his presence felt with two wins and a second in his first 
four starts in the country.

Yastrzemski easily wins the Gold Cup from Money Machine and Stormy Bruce

Jockeys participating in the Gold Cup pose for a photo with Penang Turf Club President Dato Ong Eng Khuan

Yastrzemski showed he was ready to hit the big time 
when he finished second to Sister In Law in the Rm125,000 
Chairman Guineas Trophy (1,600m) at Sungei Besi on dec 13.

he stepped it up two weeks later to win the Rm350,000 
yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup in Penang on dec 28, 2014 
which was run in heavy going. Nine horses lined up for the 
2,000m end-of-season classic.

Yastrzemski, ridden by Sofhan latif, was kept well off the 
pace in the early running. Money Machine was the early leader 
but was joined by Littlebitofjoy in the back straight and the 
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Jockey Sofhan Latif receiving his 
trophy from Dato Ong Eng Khuan

TuRf eveNT

pair was five lengths clear of the rest at the half way mark. 
Yastrzemski was seventh, some ten lengths from the leader at 
this stage.

Money Machine kicked away from Littlebitofjoy making 
the turn into the straight with Stormy Bruce 
looming large behind them. Yastrzemski 
was rapidly making up ground and was 
poised to strike 200m out.

Money Machine (Testa Rossa - Tristavente 
by Sir Tristram) held off the challenge 
of Stormy Bruce (My Lad - April In May 
by Bellotto) but had no answer when 
Yastrzemski stormed home on the outside 
to win drawing away by two lengths. It 
was	the	gelding’s	fifth	win	in	20	starts.

It was the second win in the Gold Cup 
for both Sofhan and maynard. Sofhan was 

YANG di-PErtuA NEGEri Gold CuP 2014

Yastrzemski (NZ) 6 G F Maynard 50.5 L Sofhan 1

Going:  
Heavy

Winning Time:  
2:10.91

Margins:  
2 lengths, half 
length, head.

Money Machine (AUS) 7 G S Edwards 55 J Shankar 2

Stormy Bruce (AUS) 6 G S Cook 51 RB Woodworth 3

Littlebitofjoy (USA) 6 G E Goh 55 M Hanif 4

Ocean Fantasy (AUS) 7 G SB Tan 52 K Eirwan 5

Beautiful Choice (MAL) 8 G KF Wong 57 HS Gill 6

Volpista (BRZ) 9 G T Gillespie 55 Y Aify 7

Mr Ambassador (NZ) 9 G D Murphy 52 R Fakruddin 8

Trojane (AUS) 5 M F Maynard 50.5 S Salee 9

Winning trainer and jockey pose for a photo 
with committee members of Penang Turf Club

successful on Louis Thirteen in 2003 and maynard saddled 
New Kuala Dipang to victory in 2007.

Penang Turf Club President dato Ong eng Khuan 
presented the trophies to the winning connections.
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Brilliant treve
French mare wins second consecutive Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe

After finishing second, third and fourth in her previous three 
starts in 2014, Treve (Motivator - Trevise by Anabaa) started at 
long	odds	of	11-1	to	win	the	qatar	Prix	de	l’arc	de	triomphe	
at longchamp, Paris on October 5, 2014 despite winning the 
world’s	richest	turf	race	by	five	lengths	the	year	before.

But	 trainer	 criquette	 head-maarek	 had	 insisted	 that	
the mare was best to her best prior to the race and she was 
vindicated when Treve won by two lengths from Flintshire 
(Dansili - Dance Routine by Sadler’s Wells) with Taghrooda (Sea 
The Stars - Ezima by Sadler’s Wells) a further length and a 
quarter	away	in	third.

The name of Treve now sits alongside Ksar (1921 and 
1922), Motrico (1930 and 1932), Corrida (1936 and 1937), 
Tantieme (1950 and 1951), Ribot (1955 and 1956) and Alleged 
(1977 and 1978) as the only dual winners 
of	europe’s	greatest	horse	race.

For	criquette,	 it	was	 another	 feature	
in the cap for a trainer who comes from a 
‘royal	family’	of	horse	racing.

her grandfather William won the Arc 
in 1947 with Le Paillon and again in 1966 
with Bon Mot. her father Alec trained 
four winners: Nuccio (1952), Saint Crespin 
(1959), Ivanjica (1976), Gold River (1981).

criquette	first	won	the	arc	with	Three 
Troikas in 1979 but her second success 
with Treve, owned by Sheikh Joaan Al 
thani,	son	of	 the	emir	of	qatar,	was	 the	
pinnacle of her career.

“Last	year	(2013)	i	felt	she’d	win,”	she	
said emotionally. “But when you bring 

Treve winning for the second year running

Dato Ong Eng Khuan at Longchamp From left: Louis Romanet (IFHA Chairman), Criquette Head-Maarek, 
Alec Head and Juan Carlos Capelli (head of Longines Marketing) at 

the dinner hosted by France Galop

a horse with such problems, when people thought she was 
crooked	and	couldn’t	win,	it	is	something	else.	the	only	thing	
i	can	say	is	it’s	the	best	race	i	ever	won,	when	you	prepare	a	
horse with problems and you win.”

The head family was honoured by longines at the dinner 
hosted	 by	 France	 galop	 when	 alec	 and	 criquette	 were	
presented the mementoes by longines for their long time 
achievement in racing.

for winning jockey Thierry Jarnet, 47, it was his fourth 
win in the Arc, having won on Subotica (1992), Carnegie (1994) 
and Treve twice.

Report by Dato ong eng Khuan
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First season trainer ooi Chin Chin wins 
Coronation Cup with Good Baby

baby comes 
good
Penang based Ooi Chin Chin marked his first season as a trainer by 
saddling Good Baby to victory in the Rm300,000 Coronation Cup in Ipoh 
on November 23, 2014.

Good Baby (Hussonet - Secret Haze by Danehill) had enjoyed much 
success in the big races when under the charge of Kevin Coetzee, winning 
the malaysia magic millions Classic in 2011, Sultan Gold vase in 2012, 
Sprint Trophy and Selangor Gold Cup in 2013.

Ooi took over the Australian gelding early last year and managed 
three placings with him before winning 
the Coronation Cup.

for Good Baby, it was third time lucky in 
the set-weight event over 1,600m, having 
finished third in the Cup in the previous 
two years. The seven-year-old romped 
home by two lengths ahead of Stormy Bruce 
(My Lad - April In May by Bellotto) with 
Rush (Charge Forward - Flidais by Timber 
Country) a long third in soft going.

It was the 11th win in 37 starts for Good 
Baby who took his earnings to more than 
Rm2.1 million.

Good Baby returns to 
scale with Jose De Souza

Jockey Jose De Souza receiving his 
trophy from Dato Cheah Choon King

Group photo after the prize presentation
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Hong Kong 
dominates

Flintshire wins Hong Kong Vase to deny Hong Kong 
clean sweep in 2014 international

A little more than two months after 
finishing second to Treve in the Prix 
de	 l’arc	 de	 triomphe,	 French-trained	
Flintshire came to hong Kong to dash 
local hope of a clean sweep in the 2014 
longines hong Kong International 
races on december 14, 2014.

Flintshire (Dansili - Dance Routine by 
Sadler’s Wells), the highest rated horse 
at	this	year’s	event,	defeated	the	hong	
Kong pair of Willie Cazals (Aussie Rules 
- Secrete Marina by Mujadil) and Khaya 
(Librettist - Miss Cosimo by Giant’s 
Causeway) in the hK$16.5 million hong 
Kong vase (2,400m).

The vibrant enthusiastic crowd of 
more than 72,000 people turned up 
at the racecourse to see the top class 
horses and riders competing for a share 
in hK$83 million for the four Group 1 
contests and they went home happy 
with the local contingent underlying 
their dominance in the other three 
events with 1-2 finishes.

The standout individual was 
undoubtedly the John moore-trained 
Able Friend (Shamardal - Ponte Piccolo 
by Volksraad) who justified all the talk 
for	 a	 sensational	 four-and-a-quarter-
length triumph under Joao moreira in 
the hK$23 million hong Kong mile 
(1,600m). Designs On Rome snatches a thrilling win in the Hong Kong Cup

Flintshire winning the Hong Kong Vase

hong Kong runner Gold-Fun (Le 
Vie Dei Colori - Goodwood March by 
Foxhound)	 finished	 ahead	 of	 Japan’s	
Grand Prix Boss (Sakura Bakushin O - 
Rosy Mist by Sunday Silence).

moreira and moore also combined 
in	 the	 day’s	 main	 event,	 the	 hK$25	
million hong Kong Cup (2,000m), 
as Designs On Rome 
(Holy Roman Emperor 
- Summer Trysting 
by Alleged) powered 
to a grinding, 
thrilling, last-gasp 
win over Military 
Attack (Oratorio - 
Almaaseh by Dancing 
Brave), winner of the 
Singapore Airlines 
International Cup 
in 2013. Third was 
australia’s	 Criterion 
(Sebring - Mica’s Pride 
by Bite The Bullet).

Aerovelocity (Pins 
- Exodus by Kaapstad), 
ridden by Zac Purton, 
set the ball rolling 
for hong Kong in the 
hK$18.5 million hong 
Kong Sprint (1,200m) 

when	trainer	Paul	o’Sullivan’s	talented	
racer scored a thrilling nose-win over 
Peniaphobia (Dandy Man - Umlani by 
Great Commotion).	 Japan’s	 Straight 
Girl (Fuji Kiseki - Never Period by Taiki 
Shuttle) finished third.

Report by Dato ong eng Khuan
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Shining lad Baby Polo revels in the 
mud to win Lorenzo 
Jewellery Trophy

having to carry top-weight of 57.5kg 
in heavy going proved no obstacle for 
Baby Polo (Danske - Film by Fuku Kiseki) 
as he won the Rm45,000 lorenzo 
Jewellery Trophy over 1,300m in 
Penang on december 28, 2014.

Jockey eirwan Khalid also played a 
big	role	 in	 the	gelding’s	victory	 in	 the	
Class 4 event as he judged the pace to 
perfection. eirwan settled Baby Polo in 
third spot and while the others opted 
to take their mounts wide, he elected 
to stay near the fence and stole a run 
making the turn into the home straight.

Baby Polo opened up a break at the 
300m and when Cool And Manly and 
then Dawn Prospect came charging 
home, Baby Polo was able to hold on to 
win by one and a half lengths. Dawn 
Prospect (Haradasun - Annie La Vie 
by Flying Spur) beat Cool And Manly 
(Dubawi - Alsaabeqa by Sakhee) for 
second placing.

It was the fourth win in 15 starts 
for Baby Polo and all his victories were 
achieved in the space of seven months 
in 2014 for trainer Bonny Ng.

Goh Soo Szee, managing director 
of lorenzo Jewellery, presented the 
trophies to the winning connections.

Baby Polo all alone as he coast to victory in the Lorenzo Jewellery Trophy

Trainer Bonny Ng receiving his trophy from 
Goh Soo Szee

Goh Soo Szee presenting the trophy to 
jockey Eirwan Khalid

Group photo after the prize presentation
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RaRe 
chance

to shine
Burnett pilots iluminado 

to victory in william 
inglis & Son Trophy

Rides are few and far between for jockey 
Rio Burnett because of his riding weight. 
The Sarawak-born rider was thus grateful 
to be given a mount in the Rm200,000 
William Inglis & Son Trophy in Penang on 
december 28, 2014 and made full use of 
his opportunity on Iluminado (Body Glove - 
Brillosa by Cleante).

In the set-weight event over 1,700m 
which was run in heavy going, Burnett 
allowed the Argentinian gelding to settle 
well off the pace but gradually made his 
move after passing the 800m mark.

Balotelli (My Halo - Step We Gaily by 
Danske) attempted to make all the running 
but Iluminado cut him down in the final 
200m	to	win	by	one	and	a	quarter	lengths.	
four and a half lengths away third was 
Luxurious Choice (Encosta De Lago - Ravishing 
Choice by Redoute’s Choice).

It was only the second start in malaysia 
for Iluminado after his transfer to the stable 
of Anna Scott. The gelding won once at 
two in Argentina and was Group 1-placed 
before coming to Singapore where he 
picked up a further eight wins from 2011 
until the middle of last year.

Trophies for the William Inglis & Son 
Trophy were presented by John Alexander 
Rodgers, Committee member of Penang 
Turf Club.

Jockey Rio Burnett receiving his 
trophy from John Alexander Rodgers 

Penang Turf Club Committee Member 
John Alexander Rodgers presenting the 

trophy to trainer Anna Scott

Group photo after the prize presentation

Iluminado leads Balotelli home in the William Inglis & Son Trophy
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Megg’s Currency gives trainer 
significant win in Penang 

Turf Club Trophy in Perth

Valuable 
Win

Megg’s Currency gave 
trainer Ashley maley his 
first city win on a Saturday 
when successful in the 
A$40,000 Penang Turf 
Club Trophy, a 1,600m 
event for three-year-olds 
and upwards, at Ascot on 
february 14, 2015.

maley is based at 
lancelin and has only a 
small string of 15 horses in 
training.

defying her $41 TAB 
rating, Megg’s Currency, 
ridden by Sean mcGruddy, 
surged past Flying Force 
(Flying Spur - Tazkara by 
Sinndar) to win by half-
a-length, denying former 
jockey Paula Wagg a win 
she would have been 
proud of.

Wagg trains Flying 
Force. Along with Irene 
Pateman, Wagg took mRA 
racing by storm in the 
seventies and the pair was 
hugely popular amongst 
racegoers, especially 
Wagg who rode mainly for 
retired trainer dato Seri 
Teh Choon Beng.

Third in the Penang 
Turf Club Trophy was 
Studio Fifty Four (O’Reilly - 
Striptease by Danasinga).

It was Megg’s Currency’s	
fifth win in 42 starts.

Penang Turf Club 
General manager & 
Secretary leow Khin ming 
represented the club in 
giving away the prizes to 
the winning connections.

The winning connections holding aloft their trophy

Megg’s Currency galloping to victory

Leow Khin Ming representing the 
trophy to trainer Ashley Mayley
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Balotelli 
ScoreS Big
My Halo gelding bags Tunku Gold Cup 
after change of trainer

After finding one to beat in his previous 
two starts in the big races, Balotelli (My 
Halo - Step We Gaily by Danske) was 
third time lucky in the Rm350,000 
Tunku Gold Cup (1,200m) at Sungei 
Besi on february 22, 2015.

for Ooi Chin Chin, it was a dream 
start to the 2015 season for the Penang 
based trainer following his first big win 
with Good Baby in the Coronation Cup 
last November.

Ooi took over the New Zealand 
gelding after the four-year-old finished 
second in the William Inglis & Son 
Trophy in Penang in december.

In his first start for Ooi, Balotelli 
finished second in the Wilayah Silver 
Bowl (1,100m) at Sungei Besi and the 
gelding came back three weeks later to 
win the Tunku Gold Cup. 

Ridden by Salee Saad, Balotelli had 
to battle hard before beating Pisces Star 
(Court Command - Lady Asha by Lead On 
Time) by a neck in a thrilling finish to 

Balotelli returns to scale 
with Salee Saad astride

Group photo after the prize presentation

Dato Dr Chan Lam Kong presenting 
the trophy to trainer Ooi Chin Chin

the first feature race of the new season 
in malaysia. Third in the Cup was Black 
And White (Mutawaajid - Dubai Pearl by 
Charnwood Forest).

for Salee, it was his third big wins, 
after the Sultan Gold vase in 2009 on 
Sinar Bintang and the 2007 yang di-
Pertua Negeri Gold Cup astride New 
Kuala Dipang.

Owner Mdm Chew Siew Ean receiving the 
trophy from Selangor Turf Club Deputy 

Chairman Dato Dr Chan Lam Kong

|  38



Ending 
on a High
Prince Bishop wins Dubai world 
Cup in fourth attempt and retired 
soon after

The Godolphin-owned Prince Bishop, ridden spot-on by 
Norwegian jockey William Buick, came from the back of the field 
to	win	the	world’s	richest	race,	 the	uS$10	million	Dubai	world	
Cup, in its twentieth running on march 28, 2015 and retired soon 
after with a record of 11 wins from 28 starts and £4.5m in prize 
money.

It was the 7th dubai World Cup success for trainer Saeed bin 
Suroor who was seen on a flight to london the next day to head 
to his summer base in Newmarket, england and prepare his team 
of horses for the european racing season.

Prince Bishop (Dubawi - North East Bay by Prospect Bay), who 
broke first from the gate but raced in the tailend early, launched 
a powerful late run to rein in the American duo, California Chrome 
(Lucky Pulpit - Love The Chase by Not For Love) and Lea (First 
Samurai - Greenery by Galileo), who finished in second and third. 
American horse-Of-The-year California Chrome came close to 
winning the prestigious Triple Crown last year after winning the 
Kentucky derby and Preakness Stakes but finished fourth in the 
Belmont Stakes.

Prince Bishop’s	win	was	 sweet	 revenge	as	 the	 son	of	Dubawi 
had finished second by a neck to African Story last year. African 

Story finished sixth in his bid to win the 
Cup for a second time. Prince Bishop crossed 
the finishing line in track record time of 2 
minutes 3.24 seconds.

godolphin’s	owner,	Sheikh	hamdan	bin	
muhammad Al maktoum, Crown Prince of 
dubai, donated the uS$6million prizemoney 
to the dubai Autistic Centre.  This generous 
donation will help children with autism 
socially and medically and transform 
dubai into a friendly city to persons with 
disabilities. 

Nine races were staged on World Cup 
night with total prizemoney of uS$30million.

Report by Dato ong eng Khuan

Dato Ong Eng Khuan with 
David McGillvray, the 
former Chief Stipendiary 
Steward Malaysia

The 2014 Dubai World Cup winner Prince Bishop
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toP PiCK 
dElivErs
Calaverite easily wins PnTC reciprocal 
race at Moonee Valley

It was an evening of excitement for thoroughbred racing at the moonee valley 
for the City Jeep Night Racing Season.

Calaverite, being the top pick of the night, delivered an easy win in the 
listed Chandler macleod Penang Pearl A$120,000 race over 1,200m, racing 
under lights at moonee valley Racing Club, melbourne on friday, 20 march 
2015.

The two-year-old brown filly by Lonhro out of Gold Rocks (by Oratorio) 
jumped out from the gates, went to the front, took an easy lead, travelled 
well and ran on strongly to the winning post clinching the trophy for owner 
Godolphin Stable. Calaverite	was	trained	by	John	o’Shea	and	ridden	by	Jockey	
dwayne dunn. This is the third win out of only five starts for the filly. Second 
placed Miss Idyllic (Exceed And Excel – Academy Idol by Made of Gold) and third 
placed Indarra (Stravinsky – Clarissa by Zabeel) together with the rest of the field 
were no match for the winner. uAe vice President, Prime minister and Ruler 
of dubai h.h. Sheikh mohammed bin Rashid Al maktoum is the founder and 
driving force behind the maktoum family-owned Godolphin racing stable.

(L to R) Lim Lai See, Saw Lip Khai, Dato 
Seri Teh Choon Beng and Brenda Hockaday 

watching the races near the winning post

Caulfield track manager Jason Kerr walking the 
track with Committee Member Saw Lip Khai

Cocktail party with the winning connections after prize presentation
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Jockey Dale Smith briefing Dato Seri 
Teh Choon Beng, Lim Lai See and Saw 

Lip Khai before the trials at Cranbourne

Prize presentation with the winning connections of Calaverite

The Chandler macleod Penang Pearl race recognises 
moonee	 Valley	 racing	 club	 and	 Penang	 turf	 club’s	 close	
association. Penang Turf Club Committee member Saw lip 
Khai presented the trophies to the winning connections 
after the race. Also in attendance were Penang Turf Club 
Committee member dato Seri Teh Choon Beng, financial 
Controller lim lai See and Racing executive Ong Kim leng.

This Penang Turf Club reciprocal race trip to melbourne 
also presented an opportunity for the Club delegates to visit 
the racing and training tracks at Caulfield racecourse and the 
racing stables of one of the leading Caulfield trainers mick 
Price. 

In the wee hours of the cold crisp 
morning, the delegates were escorted 
by Price to a special tower at the track 
to witness the workout of two 2-year-
olds trained by him. Denman/Balalaika 
and Equiano/Hidden Energy, purchased as 
2-year-olds for A$320,000 and A$420,000 
respectively were owned by a very wealthy 
malaysian businessman. The delegates also 
got a rare opportunity of meeting retired 
veteran jockey Rodney dawkins at mick 
Price Racing stables. dawkins used to ride 
in the malaysian racing circuit and had 
won the Perak derby astride Joint Command 
in 1969. 

After trackwork, the Caulfield track 
manager Jason Kerr gave a short tour of the 
Caulfield tracks and a brief introduction 

on the variety of tracks they have. Other than the racing turf 
track, the various training tracks at Caulfield consist of the 
sand track, steeple grass, polytrack, inside grass and lead 
sand. Committee member Saw lip Khai spent some time 
walking the track with Kerr.

The delegates also toured the stables of Price and had the 
opportunity to catch up with Lankan Rupee (Redoute’s Choice 
– Estelle Collection by Stravinsky), current world highest rated 
sprinter with a rating of 123. The trip was a real eye opener 
for the Penang Turf Club team.

Report by ong Kim Leng, Racing executive
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elusive emperor asserts authority in 
Penang Turf Club Trophy in Singapore

EmpEror rulEs
A patient ride by Barend vorster was 
the decisive factor for Elusive Emperor 
storming to victory in the S$75,000 
Penang Turf Club Trophy, a Novice 
race over 1,400m at Kranji on April 5, 
2015.

Tucked next to the rails behind a 
wall of horses, vorster waited for his 
opportunity and seized it with both 
hands when a gap opened up between 
two runners at the 300m. “I waited for 
the horses in front to tire and open up 
a lane for the horse to make his move,” 
he said.

Elusive Emperor (Elusive City - Race 
Empress by St Petersburg) challenged 
Masurao (Mastercraftsman - Black Bijou 
by Black Minnaloushe) for the lead at 
the 200m and went on to win by three-
quarter	length.	Shanghai Bund (Denman 
- Morinda by Desert King), who was 
vying for the lead at one stage, was 
third.

Dato Ong Eng Khuan receiving a 
memento from Singapore Turf Club 

Chairman Lim Joo Boon

Penang Turf Club President Dato 
Ong Eng Khuan presenting the 
trophy to jockey Barend Vorster

Elusive Emperor leads the way home in the Penang Turf Club Trophy at Kranji

Group photo after the prize presentation

It was the second win in three starts 
for Elusive Emperor, who is trained by 
Patrick Shaw.

Penang Turf Club President dato 
Ong eng Khuan was on hand to 
present the trophies to the winning 
connections.
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Seasoned campaigner Beautiful Choice (Super Istana - Bliss by 
Serheed) created history when he scored a spectacular upset in 
the Rm350,000 Selangor Gold Cup (1,600m) at Sungei Besi on 
April 5, 2015.

Already the most decorated malaysian bred ever, winning 
the coveted malaysian Bred Champion horse title five years 
in-a-row, the eight-year-old is the first home grown horse to 
win a big race in malaysia.

Second least-backed runner in the field of 16, Beautiful 
Choice paid Rm389 for a win. But the victory should not come 
as a total surprise, for in december 2013, Beautiful Choice 
beat all but Monsili in the yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup 
(2,000m) in Penang and has consistently performed well 
against the big boys.

Ridden by apprentice Chung Wah Tung, Beautiful Choice 
was well back in the early running until the home bend 
but charged home to beat Super Guru (Ishiguru - Georgia by 
Grosvenor) by half-a-length. The front-running Harrys Pal 
(Ishiguru - Pompeii Kingdom by Pompeii Court) held on for third.

It was the 12th win for Beautiful Choice, currently trained 
by Wong Kong fatt, and the first big race success for both 
trainer and jockey.

Malaysian-bred Beautiful 
Choice creates history in 
Selangor Gold Cup win

what a 
Beauty

Selangor Turf Club Chairman Tan 
Sri Richard Cham presenting the 
trophy to trainer Wong Kong Fatt

Apprentice Chung Wah Tung 
receiving his trophy from Tan 
Sri Richard Cham

Group photo after the prize presentation

Beautiful Choice battles to victory in Selangor Gold Cup
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Some of the distinguished 
guests and visitors at the 

Penang Turf Club 
recently

Hello There!
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Here are some of the owners with victories 
at the Club’s meetings recently

Photos courtesy of yee Khai Seng/Amy loh

Congratulations
to all the Winners

LEMON LAW
conquest	handicap
Benchmark 73 – 1400m
date : 28.12.2014
Owner : Osman Stable
Trainer : J Tan
Jockey : hS Gill

KINGSHIP ADMIRAL
State Pension handicap
Class 5 – 1400m
date : 28.12.2014
Owner : Tivic table
Trainer : R lines
Jockey : Su lim

FASTNET STAR
Antelami handicap
Class 4 – 1300m
date : 28.12.2014
Owner : lucky Stable
Trainer : A Scott
Jockey : J de Souza
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winnerS’	circLe

PRINCIPAL MAN
dendrobium II handicap
Class 5 – 1600m
date : 18.1.2015
Owner : J & J Stable
Trainer : Sh Tan
Jockey : y Aify

MY SWALLOW
New liberty handicap
Class 5 – 1100m
date : 25.1.2015
Owner : Jackie Bey yeow Sia
Trainer : T Asogan
Jockey : S Shafrizal

FREE GIFT
Tioman II handicap
Class 5 – 1400m
date : 25.1.2015
Owner : Purple Rain Stable
Trainer : Kf Wong
Jockey : J Shankar

THE PROFESSIONAL
dollar Standard Stakes
Restricted maiden – 1100m
date : 18.1.2015
Owner : The Professionals Stable
Trainer : Sh Tan
Jockey : y Aify
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Restricted maiden – 1200m
date : 8.2.2015
Owner : Super Singh Stable
Trainer : PK leong
Jockey : J low

Datin’s	Fancy	handicap
Class 5 – 1400m
date : 25.1.2015
Owner : mAS Stable
Trainer : I Ismadi
Jockey : KC Wonh

Sir Gauntlet handicap
Class 5 – 1600m
date : 8.2.2015
Owner : Chen yeow yan
Trainer : N Azman
Jockey : KC Tham

TAGORE

ROCKET 
EXPRESS

KIWI 
MAESTRO

Resuscitation Stakes
Set Weights – 1100m
date : 8.2.2015
Owner : Purple Rain Stable
Trainer : Kf Wong
Jockey : WK yan

BLACK AND 
WHITE

TWO WOLVES
Setia II handicap
maiden – 1700m
date : 15.2.2015
Owner : hippocrates Stable
Trainer : e Seet
Jockey : KC Wong
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winnerS’	circLe

Santa Rosa handicap
Class 5 -1200m
date : 1.3.2015
Owner : venture Stable
Trainer : B Ng
Jockey : S Shafrizal

TRIPLE COIN

JUST 
BLESSED

Gara handicap
Class 5 – 1400m
date : 15.2.2015
Owner : Ng Chee Wang
Trainer : Sh Tan
Jockey : m leong

hilversum Stakes
enrich Stakes – 1400m
date : 15.2.2015
Owner : lucky Nine Stable
Trainer : Kl Chong
Jockey : KC Wong

BRAVE 
MALALA

Pilot handicap
Class 5 – 1600m
date : 1.3.2015
Owner : mdm Soo Siw eng
Trainer : B Ng
Jockey : A Thamil

ALEX 
FIVE O
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hillcourt handicap
Class 5 – 1700m
date : 8.3.2015
Owner : Super Singh Stable
Trainer : PK leong
Jockey : KK Chin

ROYAL 
GREEN

The Tactician handicap
Class 5 – 1700m
date : 8.3.2015
Owner : mdm yeoh lee Peng
Trainer : e Seet
Jockey : hK Cheng

EMPEROR 
QIAN LONG

MARATHON LAD
Whernside Stakes
Cosmo d – 1200m
date : 29.3.2015
Owner : yonlai Stable
Trainer : P lee
Jockey : KP lim

BRITE LITES
Taiping Brightness handicap
Class 5 – 1400m
date : 29.3.2015
Owner : Ng lai Oo
Trainer : Kf Wong
Jockey : K eirwan
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MEMORIES OF PENANG, 
THE PEARL OF THE ORIENT
Pamela Rushby

The average person, in Australia, didn’t travel 
overseas in the late 1950s. Certainly none of my 
family had. At the age of eleven, I lived in a world 

where most people were of British ancestry, celebrated 
Christmas and Easter, lived in three-bedroom wooden 
low-set houses with big backyards, and ate meat-and-
two-veg for dinner.

That was normal.
That was the way things were.
I was astounded when I discovered that that was not, 

actually, the way things were.
Not everywhere.
When I was eleven years old, we went to live 

overseas. My father was in the Royal Australian Air Force, 
and he was posted to Butterworth, Malaya. We moved to 
Penang. In the two years we spent there, I learned a lot.

An immense lot.
Compared with life in 1950s Australia, Penang was 

vivid colour and fragrances, exotic customs and festivals, 
tastes and smells and sounds I’d never come across 
before. An absolute maelstrom of new experiences.

Almost the first thing I learned was that faces come in 
a lot of different colours. That was pretty earth-shattering 
information for a kid from working-class Australia. In 
Australia, I’d barely known anyone who wasn’t of British 
background. In our new town, there were Malays, and 
families with Chinese and Indian backgrounds – as well as 
Australians and British. And there were a lot of different 
beliefs and religions. Chinese temples wafted thick 
clouds of incense out into the street. Indian temples were 
crowned with towers of colourful, intertwined figures of 
gods and animals and draped with garlands of flowers. 

Mosques sent 
out a call to 
prayer at certain 
times of the day. 
All amazingly 
different from 
the solid, sedate 
brick churches I 
was used to.

Come festival time, I learned a lot more. I stared in 
awe at penitents staggering under the weight of kavadis 
at Thaipusam. At another time of the year, I wondered as 
men ran across pits of seething, glowing coals, without 
burning their feet. Then there were the beautiful festivals 
of light: Diwali, with hundreds of little lamps flickering 

The Penang Turf Club has always supported the 
promotion of tourism in Penang. Throughout 
the years, the club has staged many events which 
brought tourists (both local and foreign) to this 
Pearl of the Orient.

last year the Penang Turf Club celebrated its 150th 
anniversary and in conjunction with this auspicious event, the 
club sponsored an essay writing competition open to all ex 
RAAf/RAf personnel and their families.

The Royal Australian Air force and the Royal Air force had 
thousands of servicemen and other personnel stationed at the 
Butterworth Air Base from the 1950s to 1980s. Their families 
were housed at various locations in Butterworth and Penang 
Island and it is a well known fact that every single family loved 
their tour and stay here.

each posting of a RAAf/RAf personnel was for at least a 
year and so they had plenty of time to enjoy the beautiful sights 
of Penang plus the warm friendship of the Penang people.

After they returned to their homes in Australia and the uK, 
it can be safely said they are the best ambassadors of Penang. 
They have lived in Penang for a significant period and they 
know everything about Penang right from the smell, sounds 
and sights of this place.

for proof of how and why these RAAf/RAf families have 
enjoyed their various stays in the Pearl of the Orient, just take 
a look at their comments at www.PenangTalk.com which is a 
website sponsored by the Penang Turf Club since 1999. Go to 
the Tanjong Bungah/Tanjong Tokong Sections and read what 
they have written. The general consensus is that they all loved 
their time in Penang.

It is interesting to note that the association between the 
Penang Turf Club and Australia actually goes way back to 1947 
when top Australian jockeys and trainers started riding and 
training in Penang. In addition, many RAAf personnel (which 
included	Squadron	Leaders)	volunteered	to	take	up	honorary	
positions at the club like Paddock Stewards and Clerk of Scales. 
Being honorary, such positions carried with them no monetary 
remuneration but after the races, beer and other drinks were 
free flowing and they all had great fun.

The essay writing competition is won by mrs Pamela  
Rushby of Australia, who is an accomplished author of 
children’s	 books.	 Pamela	 and	 husband	 get	 a	 five	 day	 stay	 in	
Penang	at	the	g	hotel.	on	the	right	is	Pamela’s	entry.
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in the windows of houses 
along our street. And 
the night when Chinese 
children paraded the 
streets carrying colourful, 
cellophane lanterns, and 
eating mooncakes.

Which brings me to 
the food. Oh, the food! 
Meat-and-two-veg began 
to seem very dull, as 
the most aromatic, and 
previously unknown to me, 
foody fragrances drifted 
along our street around 

dinnertime. Sizzling garlic, rich curries, snap-fried vegetables, 
satays swimming in peanut sauce, creamy rice dishes. My 
parents shopped for fruit 
and vegetables at the local 
markets. I’d never seen 
some of these vegetables 
and fruits: soft-spiked 
rambutans, rich purple 
mangosteens, durians that 
smelled like – well, I never 
learned to love a durian.

Another thing I 
absorbed (because our 
first house was in Hock 
Hin Terrace, near a large 
Chinese cemetery) was 
that cemeteries weren’t 
like the ones in Australia: 
always neat rows of east-
facing granite headstones. 
Cemeteries could also 
be huge; sprawling and 
tumbling unchecked over 
hills and valleys, graves facing different ways, unfamiliar 
writing on the stones, some even featuring life-size animal 
sculptures. And that funerals, far from being sombre, black, 
restrained affairs, could have huge silver hearses and a brass 
band accompanying hired mourners robed in white.

I went to an air force school, but I met and made friends 
with other, local people. Our Chinese amah’s and Indian 
gardener’s families. The two girls of about my age next door 
– they didn’t speak English, I didn’t speak Chinese, but we 
communicated. The local girls and boys who belonged to the 
Junior Red Cross, which I joined, and the children at the school 
for the blind which we visited regularly through the JRC.

My parents learned to play a game totally new to us: 
badminton. A fast and furious game. Their team practised in 
the Penang Turf Club grandstand, on off-race days, and we 

kids drifted off and went to visit the racehorses in their stables.
Going to work, for my parents, didn’t mean driving off 

in a car, as they had in Australia. My father caught the ferry 
over to Butterworth every morning, setting off before dawn 
and chugging and vibrating in the yellow ferries through the 
sunrise over the sea. My mother, who landed a job as a teacher 
in a boarding school on Penang Hill, went up by the funicular 
railway every day, and then trishawed it through the jungle to 
the school, where she frequently encountered monkeys and 
snakes on the path. Much to my envy, as I went off to school 
on an everyday bus.

Entertainment was different. There were movie theatres, 
certainly, but there was also the wayang, that visited our 
suburb regularly and stayed for a week, with performances 
every night – almost all night – of puppets acting out unfamiliar 
stories, accompanied by clashing gongs and drums and wailing 
songs.

Beaches. Well, it’s hard to impress a 
Queenslander with a beach, but there were little 
gems of beaches at Batu Ferringhi, perfect for 
picnics. Mostly, they were deserted. There wasn’t 
a hotel in sight at Batu Ferringhi in the late 1950s. 
I recall especially one magical evening when we 
had a late picnic on the beach. As it grew dark, 
fireflies emerged from the bushes and drifted out 
over the water, tiny, vivid green lights flashing on 
and off.

I’ve returned to Penang three times since the 
late 1950s. I’ve brought my husband. I’ve brought 
my children. I plan to bring my grandchildren. Yes, 
things have changed. There are bridges to the 
mainland now. There are buildings of more than 
three or four storeys. Batu Ferringhi is a string 
of hotels and restaurants. The traffic used to be 
largely push bikes and trishaws – now it’s cars and 
chaos. But some things have not changed.

The laid-back atmosphere. The friendliness 
and acceptance of the people, and their interest 

in the fact that I, 
once, lived here. The 
delicious aromas of 
food, the fragrances of 
flowers, even the far 
more down-to-earth 
smells that still send me 
reeling. (Yes, I’m talking 
about you, durian.) I 
step off the plane, take 
a deep breath, and 
know I’m back, in the 
place where I learned so 
much in just two short 
years.

1st Issue 2015  |  55



Chronology of Events
Significant milestones in the history of the Malayan Racing Association

The Penang Turf Club racecourse at Macalister Road

Spectators on wooden stands at Macalister Road

Captain Francis Light

1786 francis light forms the British 
Settlement	on	Penang	island	
(Prince of Wales Island) in the 
name of english east India 
Company.

1805 Penang is raised to the status 
of a British Indian Presidency 
under the east India Company.

1819 Stamford	raffles	forms	the	
British	Settlement	on	the	island	
of Singapore.

1826 Penang, malacca and Singapore 
are joined together to form 
the Presidency of the Straits 
Settlements	with	its	capital	in	
Penang.

1830 The Presidency of the Straits 
Settlements	is	reduced	to	a	
Residency under the direct 
supervision of the east India 
company’s	government	at	
calcutta.

1831 The capital of the Straits 
Settlements	is	transferred	from	
Penang to Singapore.

1842 establishment of the Singapore 
Turf Club at farrer Park.

1864 establishment of the Penang 
Turf Club at Jalan macalister.

1867 Transfer of control of the Straits 
Settlements	from	india	to	the	
colonial	office,	London.	the	
opening of the Suez Canal.

1874 The Pangkor engagement, by 
which the British recognize Raja 
Abdullah as Sultan of Perak 
and impose a British adviser 
(Resident) on him. British 
adviser (Resident) imposed on 
Selangor.

1886 first Perak Turf Club is 
established in Taiping.

1896 Straits Racing Association is 
established. Creation of the 
federated malay States (Negeri 
Sembilan, Pahang, Perak and 
Selangor). Selangor Turf Club is 
established in Ampang.

1921 first Penang Gold Cup.

1924 first Singapore Gold Cup.

1941 december — Japan invades 
malaya and Singapore.

1945 September — British forces land 
in Penang and Singapore. 
 
Racing resumes in Penang 
Turf Club with Grand victory 
meeting at Batu Gantong on 
September 29.

1946 April — Singapore becomes 
a separate crown colony from 
Straits	Settlements	and	malay	
States.

|  56



TuRf INfO

The grandstand at Batu Gantong racecourse in 1939

1957 Birth of the federation of 
malaya.

1961 Straits Racing Association 
becomes malayan Racing 
Association. Racing (Totalisator 
Board) Act, federation of 
malaya — an Act to provide 
for the establishment of a 
Totalisator Board with the 
powers	to	conduct	betting,	
equine	research	and	to	
establish, maintain and improve 
the malaysian Turf Clubs.

1963 Singapore, British North Borneo 
and Sarawak join malaya to 
form the malaysian federation.

1965 Singapore separates from 
malaysia to become a Republic.

1993 Selangor Turf Club moves to 
new racecourse at Sungei Besi.

1996 Thirteen times champion 
trainer on the malaysian 
Singapore circuit Teh Choon 
Beng created history by 
becoming	the	first	trainer	to	
become	a	committee	member	
of Penang Turf Club and the 
malayan Racing Association.

1999 September — Singapore Turf 
Club moves to new racecourse 
in Kranji. Twilight and night 
racing begins.

2000 first running of Singapore 
Airlines International Cup. 
yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold 
cup	becomes	the	first	million-
ringgit race in malaysia.

2002 November — Penang Turf 
Club members vote to build a 
new ultra-modern racecourse. 
yang di-Pertua Negeri Gold 
Cup stakes is raised to Rm1.3 
million.

2003 September — Astro Wah lai Toi 
sponsors Penang Sprint Trophy. 
Stakes increased to Rm1 
million. yang di-Pertua Negeri 
Gold Cup stakes is raised to 
Rm1.35 million.

2005 march — youth and Sports 
minister dato Azalina 
othman	Said	officiates	at	the	
ground breaking ceremony 
of the Penang International 
equestrian	centre.

2009 Stakes for malaysian magic 
millions Classic raised to Rm1 
million, making Penang the 
first	club	to	host	three	million-
ringgit races.

2010 Refurbishment of the main 
racing track.

2012 The grass training track 
had undergone repair and 
restoration works.

Race day at Penang Turf Club
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There has been organised racing 
in Penang for 151 years, with 
the Penang Turf Club having 

been founded in 1864.
	 But	the	first	ponies	from	england	
started to arrive in Penang (formerly 
known as Prince of Wales Island) as 
soon as francis light hoisted the union 
Jack in 1786 at the esplanade in honour 
of George, Prince of Wales, who later 
became King George Iv.
 An oil painting by William 
daniell in 1818 (a year before the 
founding of Singapore) shows the 
view of North Beach from the Council 
house, depicts clearly four horses on 
the beach with their strappers.
 however, the Sport of Kings 
only	 took	 off	 with	 the	 establishment	
of the Penang Turf Club. It was natural 
that david Brown, a member of the 
celebrated Gelugor family, should have 
been	the	first	President	and	that	a	son	

of his, d A m Brown, should at the turn 
of the century be Secretary and Clerk of 
the Course and in due time President.
 The Club received a free land 
grant in macalister Road for its course 
of seven furlongs and 81 3/4 yards. 
here	 the	 first	 stands	 and	 buildings	
of	 wood	 and	 attap	 were	 put	 up	 in	
1869 and small annual meetings were 
started. Prizemonies were never more 
than $600 for the whole meeting then.
 The racecourse became the 
venue for recreation for the english 
gentlemen and ladies as the sport was 
confined	exclusively	to	the	europeans.	
even	then,	the	influence	of	the	east	was	
prevalent as can be seen in a trophy 
laced with Chinese dragons in 1878.
 By 1898, Penang was holding two 
meetings a year, two days in January 
and two in July, known as the Spring 
and Autumn races. Prizemoney for the 
year totalled $5,950. Race days were 

Forbes Scott Brown (1816 - 1874), 
third son of David Brown. “The 
change in name was brought to our 
attention by Claire and Andrew 
Johnston of David Brown Family”

The Penang Turf Club’s racetrack with the 
Parade Ring in the foreground in 1980

Datuk Lim Huck Aik, the longest 
serving President of Penang Turf 
Club

BriEf 
History 
of Penang 
turf Club
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usually on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
and were declared public holidays in 
the	Straits	Settlement	of	Penang.
 even the funicular hill railway 
timetable was scheduled to coincide 
with race days. hence, the late trains 
up the hill were on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. This practice was 
discontinued only recently.

 In 1900, new and substantial 
stands were built. These were to serve 
the Club for nearly 40 years until the 
club	 acquired	 its	 present	 93-hectare	
site for $250,000 at Batu Gantong in 
1935.
 At the three-day January meeting 
in 1907, the stakes totalled  $26,000. 
There were entries from the federated 
malay States, Singapore, Burma, the 

Netherlands Indies and India. 
membership was then 500.
 locals became involved in racing 
by the turn of the century and 

among the prominent Penang owners 
were dr P v locke, lee Toon Poon, 
Chung Thye Siong and his brother 
Chung Thye Pin, whose devilment 

won the Singapore derby in 1905.  
Chung Thye Pin donated a 

cast-iron water fountain 
to the Club in 1904. This 
fountain is now relocated 

to the front of the golf clubhouse.
 World War I held up the growth 
of racing throughout the region and it 
had barely had time to get going again 
before	 it	 was	 badly	 affected	 by	 the	
depression of the Thirties.
 Nevertheless, Penang went ahead 
with the purchase and construction 
of the new course and stands at Batu 
gantong	 in	 a	 splendid	 setting.	 work	
was completed at a cost of $350,000 and 
the course was opened on may 27, 1939 
by J d Kemp, who was President when 
work began in 1936.
 The course is nine furlongs and 94 
yards. The Club also has a golf course 
with seven holes in the centre of the 
course proper and 11 holes in adjoining 
areas.	 the	 three-floor	 grandstand	 is	
of the most modern design, giving all 
seats a clear view of racing. There are 
excellent totalisator and other facilities 
and	an	 infield	 indicator	board.	racing	
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can also be viewed from tea pavilions 
for members and Ordinary members.
 When World War II broke out 
there were over 100 horses in training 
at	Penang.	Largely	due	to	the	efforts	of	
Ong huck lim, a prominent Chancery 
lawyer who later became President of 
the Club, racing managed to carry on 
between 1942 and 1945.
 With lieutenant Colonel 
drake-Brockman, Ong worked on 
rehabilitation after the war and they 
were later joined by C d d hogan, a 
former President, in ensuring a return 
to pre-war standards. lee Toon Poon, 
for many years a prominent supporter 
of the Club, became President and he 
was succeeded by Tan Sri lee Tiang 
Keng and datuk lim huck Aik.
 datuk lim was the longest 
serving President, from November 1958  
until his retirement in July 1982. he 
must be remembered as the person 
who is instrumental in turning the  
Penang Turf Club from the verge of 
bankruptcy (in those early days) to 
what it is today.
 The end of 1978 marked the 
opening of the Grandstand extension 
Building which was built adjacent 
to the existing grandstand. The new 
grandstand is a commendable piece 
of architecture that cost about Rm4.5 
million and took two years to build. 
This extension, which provides seating 
for 3,000 and standing room for 2,000, 
brought	the	club’s	capacity	to	8,000.
 The new building with two tiers 
of public gallery and split level rows 
of chairs, gives an unobstructed view 

of	 racing.	 the	 top	 floor	 houses	 the	
ViP	 suite,	 luxuriously	 finished	 with	
boxed in windows and skylights that 
allow for natural lighting of the lounge  
behind the viewing boxes. There were 
also	 cafeterias	 on	 the	first	 and	 second	
floors.
 The year 1980 was a very 
busy one for the Club. It marked the 
complete installation of a closed-circuit 
television system and also a new 
computerised tote sell/pay system. In  
december that year, the yang  
di-Pertua Negeri Gold Cup meeting 
was	transmitted	to	the	Perak	turf	club,	
marking	the	first-ever	“live”	telecast	of	
races on the local circuit.
 The year 2000 was also a 
significant	 one	 for	 the	 Penang	 turf	
Club. firstly, the Club co-hosted the 
27th Asian Racing Conference with the 
Singapore Turf Club.
 The same year, the Club staged 
the	first	million-ringgit	race	in	malaysia	
with the running of the yang di-Pertua 
Negeri Gold Cup.

 In 2003, Penang Turf Club 
added a second million-ringgit race 
to its calendar when prizemoney for 
the Sprint Trophy was raised to Rm1 
million with the sponsorship of Astro 
Wah lai Toi.
 In 2009, stakes for the malaysian 
magic millions Classic was raised to 
Rm1 million, making Penang Turf Club 
the	first	 to	stages	 three	million-ringgit	
races in the country.
 Refurbishment of the main 
racing track commenced on 5 July 2010 
and was completed on 31 december 
2010. It was re-opened for racing in 
march 2011. A total of Rm16.5 million 
was spent to re-turf and to improve the 
drainage system of the race track.
 The grass training track had 
undergone repair and restoration 
works from 1 January 2012. It was re-
opened for training in may 2012. With 
these two upgrading works, Penang 
turf	 club’s	 horse	 racing	 and	 training	
tracks are considered to be one of the 
best and safest tracks in the region.
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&VIP Boxes
Corporate Boxes

VIP Boxes
Level 3, New Building

ON-COURSE RACES RM1,200 per day

• 12 vIP box badges
•	 3	‘a’	car	stickers
•	 3	sets	of	car	entry	coupons
•	 complimentary	tea,	coffee	&	snacks	during	tea	time
•	 complimentary	race	books

Dress Code
•	 gentlemen	–	Business	suit	and	tie
•	 Ladies	–	Dress	or	pant	suit

OFF-COURSE RACES RM700 per day

• 12 vIP box badges
•	 3	‘a’	car	stickers
•	 3	sets	of	car	entry	coupons
•	 complimentary	tea,	coffee	&	snacks	during	tea	time

Dress Code
•	 gentlemen	–	Smart	casual
•	 Ladies	–	Smart	casual

CorPorate Boxes
Level 2, O.M. Enclosure & Horseshoe Bistro

ON-COURSE RACES RM950 per day

• 12 corporate box badges
•	 3	‘a’	car	stickers
•	 3	sets	of	car	entry	coupons
•	 complimentary	tea,	coffee	&	snacks	during	tea	time
•	 complimentary	race	books

Dress Code:
•	 gentlemen	–	Smart	casual
•	 Ladies	–	Smart	casual

OFF-COURSE RACES RM700 per day

• 12 corporate box badges
•	 3	‘a’	car	stickers
•	 3	sets	of	car	entry	coupons
•	 complimentary	tea,	coffee	&	snacks	during	tea	time

Dress Code:
•	 gentlemen	–	Smart	casual
•	 Ladies	–	Smart	casual

experience the thrills at the races and watch all the action live 
in the comforts of a private box

Prices are subject to change   |   For more information and bookings, please contact Ms Jaime Lim at (604) 238 5228

CluB fACIlITIeS
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The PTC Golf Section
A 18-hole golf course nestled within the grounds of the club
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CluB fACIlITIeS

CouRSe inFoRMATion

•	 18	holes	Par	68
•	 Men: 5117 metres, slope rating: 119, course rating: 66.8
•	 Ladies: 4468 metres, slope rating: 118, course rating: 68.1
•	 Turf: Cow grass on fairways and rough Serangoon on greens

oPeRATionAL HouRS

driving range
monday – Wednesday (Closed Thursday – Sunday & Public holidays)
8:30am – 12:00noon, 3:00pm – 7:00pm

established in 1948, the golf course was constructed under the 
supervision of Tom verity, a former professional at the Royal Selangor 
Golf Club. The course started with 9 holes in 1966 and later expanded 
to 18 holes with 9 holes constructed within the racing tracks, the most 
unique	feature	of	the	course.

FEES & CHARgES
gREEN FEES FOR 18 HOLES

weekdays
•	 Visitors	(walk-in) Rm95.40 (Rm90 + 6% Gov Tax)
•	 guests	of	members	 rm74.20	(rm70	+	6%	gov	tax)

weekends & Public Holidays
•	 Visitors	(walk-in) Rm180.20 (Rm170 + 6% Gov Tax)
•	 guests	of	members	 rm116.60	(rm110	+	6%	gov	tax)

other Charges
•	 caddy	Fees	(compulsory) Rm45.00 (Rm40.00 + Rm5.00 (caddy fund))
•	 insurance	 rm		3.00
•	 golf	Set	rental	 rm50.00

For more information, please call the Golf Section at (604) 238 8226, 
fax (604) 226 6535.
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PNTC 
Equestrian 
Centre
Your chance to ride in style amidst 
nature’s most untainted environment

Strategically located in the heart of Georgetown, 
the	Penang	turf	club	equestrian	club	provides	
equestrian	 facilities	 for	 both	 the	 leisure	 and	
performance rider. It is a riding school to best 
introduce you to the world of dressage, show 

jumping	and	good	horsemanship	by	qualified	coaches.

PNTC Equestrian Club (PNTCEC) Registration*

 Adult Child
  (Below 18 years of age)

PNTCeC Registration (one-off) Rm106.00 Rm  53.00

PNTCeC Annual fee Rm  53.00 Rm  53.00

Total Rm159.00 Rm106.00

Penang Equestrian Association (PEA) Membership*

Payment for PEA Membership Registration can be made with 
Ms Sharon Kow (Secretary) at 016-693 3716 or 
Mr. Charlie See (Treasurer) at 017-477 5222.

 Adult Child
  (Below 18 years of age)

PeA Registration (one-off) Rm100.00 Rm  30.00

PeA Annual fee Rm100.00 Rm  30.00

Total Rm200.00 Rm  60.00P
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CluB fACIlITIeS

ORIENTATION Level Horse Management Course 
(Compulsory)

• 32 hour course inclusive of materials and assessment. A 
Certificate of Attendance will be accorded to participants 
who complete the course.  

• with MyKad:  Rm424.00 per person (inclusive of 6% Gov 
Tax)  inclusive of  registration with majlis ekuin malaysia.

• without MyKad:  Rm524.00 per person (inclusive of 6% 
Gov Tax)  inclusive of  registration with majlis ekuin 
malaysia.

BEgINNERS Riding Package

• lessons are tailored to suit a group of 2 or more beginners 
or riders wishing to resume riding after a long break. 
each session will last approximately 40 minutes with 25- 
30 minutes of riding lesson.

• with MyKad:  Rm498.20 for a package of 8 lessons 
(inclusive 6% Gov Tax).

• without MyKad:  Rm592.00 for a package of 8 lessons 
(inclusive 6% Gov Tax).

STANDARD Riding Package

The standard package caters to group of 2 or more riders 
combined	according	 to	 the	 riders’	 level	of	 competency	and	
age.  Riders at this level should be able to ride independently.  
each session will last approximately 40 minutes with the 
riding lesson at 25-30 minutes.

• with MyKad:  Rm424.00 for a package of 8 lessons 
(inclusive of 6% Gov Tax).

• without MyKad:  Rm524.00 for a package of 8 lessons 
(inclusive of 6% Gov Tax).

• ordinary Member of PnTC: Rm254.40 (inclusive of 6% 
Gov Tax) for a package of 8 lessons.

ADVANCED Riding Package

The Advanced Riding Package is suitable for competitive 
riders	 who	 require	 improvements	 on	 their	 standards	 and	
riding skills OR individuals/groups wishing to begin their 
riding experience specially designed by a level 2 Coach, 
mr. Johari lee. lessons are either in Groups of 2 -4 riders or 
on Individual basis. each session will last approximately 40 
minutes.

Group
• with MyKad:  Rm594.00 (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax) for a 

package of 8 lessons.

• without MyKad: Rm706.00 (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax) for 
a package of 8 lessons.

Private Lessons
• with MyKad: Rm721.00 (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax) for a 

package of 8 lessons.

• without MyKad:  Rm857.00 (inclusive of 6% Gov Tax) for 
a package of 8 lessons.

rIDING PaCKaGes – weF 1st FeBruary 2013

BOOKINg SYSTEM

• The club will accept bookings for 8 lesson packages paid in advance according to the availability of slots.

• Bookings can be made in advance to ensure your booking is secured.

• Cancellations –must be made 24hrs prior to your lesson during business hours (7.00 am – 12.00nn, 2.00pm – 6.00pm). 
In the event that no cancellations are made, the lesson will be charged accordingly.  The management reserves the right 
to cancel, postpone or re-schedule the bookings made.

•	 Bookings	and	payments	can	be	made	at	the	equestrian	office	during	business	hours	as	mentioned	above.	

Important Phone Numbers:  04-827 6598 (O), 016-410 0807 (Johari), 012-380 5769 (Edric), 016-626 1972 (Pauline).
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(Left) Passion fruit 
grown in the garden. 
(Right) The caretaker 
of the bungalow

Club Bungalow 
at Penang Hill

Retreat from the world to the stunning 
Penang Hill and discover a tranquil haven

The Penang Turf Club bungalow, warm and inviting, 
stands in all of its charm, more than 500 metres above sea 
level. located a mere ten-minute walk from the viaduct 
Funicular	train	Station,	the	club’s	bungalow	is	peacefully	
tucked away amidst the very best nature has to offer - 

lush greenery and fresh cool air. 
The bungalow embraces a splendour of old-world 

design; its living area, dining hall and bedrooms are 
all seamlessly integrated, allowing natural light to 
flow through the entire bungalow, creating a sense of 
tranquillity	 and	 open	 space.	 with	 a	 bird’s	 eye	 view	
of Penang island, its beautifully landscaped garden is 
adorned with an abundance of colourful rose bushes in 
bloom. definitely a sight to behold!
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Prices are subject to change   |   For more information and bookings, please contact Mr Tan Boon Kuan at (604) 238 5105

CluB fACIlITIeS

BUNgALOw AMENITIES
•	 Fully	furnished	master	bedroom	with	

King	sized	bed	and	en	suite	equipped	
with shower stalls and water heater

•	 two	other	fully	furnished	bedrooms	
with: 

 –  King sized bed
	 –		queen	sized	and	one	bunk	bed
•	 Fully	equipped	common	bathroom	and	

toilet facilities
•	 Spacious	living	area	complete	with	

television with satellite channels, dvd 
player and Karaoke machine

•	 Dining	hall	which	fits	a	minimum	of	
eight persons 

•	 a	fully	equipped	kitchen

ADDITIONAL COMFORTS
•	 refrigerator	
•	 washing	machine
•	 ironing	board	and	iron	
•	 catering	services	on	request

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
•	 outdoor	BBq	
•	 mahjong	set	and	table
•	 carrom	set	and	table	
•	 table	tennis
•	 Various	board	games	and	playing	cards

*TeRMs & CondiTions
1. Available for rental to Penang Turf Club 

Ordinary Members (OM) only.
2. Bookings must be made at least 2 weeks in 

advance and will only be accepted with full 
payment.

3. A security deposit of RM500.00 will be 
applicable with each booking. This deposit shall 
be used to make good against any property 
damages howsoever caused by the member or 
his guest(s) during period of stay.

4. A cancellation charge equivalent to a night’s 
stay (RM200.00 or RM250.00) shall be 
charged for any cancellation made after 
booking has been confirmed and/or accepted by 
the Club.

5. Please note that all bookings are subject to 
availability.

6. Priority will be given to the Club’s functions 
and activities

Rental Rates*

  Check in Check out
  2.00pm 12.00noon

2 Nights Weekend Package Rm400 friday Sunday

  Saturday monday

3 Nights Weekend Package Rm600 friday monday

Weekdays Rm200 monday - Thursday Next day

friday / Saturday / Sunday Rm250 per night

eve of Public holidays Rm250 per night

Public holidays Rm250 per night

School holidays Rm250 per night
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The Horseshoe Bistro

TOURIST PACKAgE

The Tourist Package is a specially 
designed package for visitors who are 
interested to attend the local races. At 
Rm48 per person, it includes:

• Admission ticket
•	 rm14	prepaid	betting	slips
•	 club	postcards	and	brochures
•	 complimentary	parking

Dress Code
•	 gentlemen	–	Smart	casual
•	 Ladies	–	Smart	casual

The Tourist Package can be pre-
purchased or purchased on race days 
at the main entrance of the club.
Prices are subject to change.

Enquiries:

Please contact the following persons at 
(604) 238 5288.

Tourist Package
Ms Adeline Goh (Adelle) or 
Ms Adeline Khoo

events at the horseshoe Bistro
Ms Adeline Goh

The PNTC Museum

From	antique	trophies,	cups	and	other	valuables	to	paraphernalia	
like badges, admission tickets, race books and racing calendars 
dating back to 1912; a wide range of artefacts can be found in the 
museum located at the Ground floor of the Club. 

Take the opportunity to browse through the exhibits on on-course 
race days and learn more about the history of the club.

Take a trip down memory lane where the Club’s 
oldest and fondest are housed

Located at Level 2 of the Club, the Horseshoe Bistro is 
a modern contemporary private enclosure exclusively 
designed to cater for large groups of tourists who have 
purchased the Tourist Package. it is also available as a 
function space to hold private parties and corporate events.
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